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CONCISE TREATISE 
| ON THE © 


ART or ANGEING, 


CONFIRMED BY 
ACTUAL EXPERIENCE, AND MINUTE OBSERVATIONS, 
Wich the proper Methods 


For Breeding and Feeding Fish, and of making Fish- 
Ponds, Stews, &c. with vera ARCANA, never 
before made Public. : 


60 | 10 WHICH IS ADDED 


# THE COMPLETE FL Y-FISHER ; 
© THE GAME-LAWS RELATIVE TO ANGLING; 


AND 
Prognoztics of the Weathe r, independent of the Barom#ter, 
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By THOMAS BEST. 


As in successive courte the **a5ons roll, 
So circling pleasures recreate the soul; | 
When genial spring a living warmth bestows, 
And o'er the, year her verdant mantle throws, 
No swelling innundation hides the grounds, 
But chrystal currents glide within heir boun'!s : 
The finny brood their wonted haunts for-ake, 
Float in the sun, and skim along the take; 
With frequent leap they range the shallow streams, 
Their silver coats reflect the duzzling beams. 
f „den let the ſisherman his toils prepare, 
And arm himself with ev'ry wat'ry snare; 
His backt, his lines peruse, with careful eye, 
Inerease his tackle, and his rud re · tie. 'GAY, 
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PREFACE. 


TO THE FIRST EDITION. 


JEHTHYOLOGY, or a deſcription 
of fisghes, and the various Methods 
for taking them by the art of angling, 


has been treated on by many excellent 


authors, and in a very scientific manner; 
but, in general, their works abound with 


so much prolixity and tautology, that al- 
though they may benefit the young an- 


gler, yet they burthen his memory, and 
lead him into an inextricable labyrinth. 
In the following Treatise, which is found- 


ed. on actual experience, and with com- 
pilations from the best authors who have 


written on that subject, I have care- 
fully avoided making any unnecessary 
33 _ repetitions, 


( iv ) 
repetitions, and have laid the whole out 
in so plain and familiar a method, that 
the lowest capacity must comprehend it; 
and, as it is of a very small compass, the 
angler may use it as a Vade Mecum, and 
whenever he is at a loss, instantly make 
a reference. The list of flies, in the Se- 
cond Part, which is undoubtedly the best 
now extant, I am indebted to the inge- 
nious Mr. Cotton for, the best fly-fisher 
that ever was, nor do Ibelieve that there 
will ever be another, nec s:mile aut ge- 
cundum. His flies, with some little de- 
viation, I have been equally successful 
with, as well in southern as northern 
rivers ; and therefore they may truly be 
emed Ibs add Ins f e Hy- 
Fisbiag. . „ ak 
Mere 1 to launch out into the praise 
of angling, its antiquity, and the noble 
personages who now profess, and have 
| professed themselves lovers of that plea- 
sant recreation, it would require a trea- 
tise of itself to perform it in: therefore, 
I can here only say, that it undoubtedly 
is the most rational, innocent, and en- 
tertaining amusement that exists; nei- 


ther hurting families by the expences 
| which 


1 
which attend it, (as many other sports 
do) nor running the professor of it into 
any kind of danger whatever; but affords 
him a pleasing relaxation, opens to him 
all the beauties of the universe, and alien- 
ates his mind from a turbulent and noisy 
world; soothes it in all its inquietudes, 
and renders it, (on account of its retire- 
ment) fit to partake of another state; 
which, neither the fury of a mad mul- 
titude, nor all devouring time, can pos- 
sibly make any impression on. The 
variety also that attends it, adds very | 
much to render it more pleasant and 
agreeable ; and, as an Angler cannot al- | 
ways expect to have good“ sport, he may, 
if he is possessed of a happy genius, 
by viewing the luxuriant works of the 
creation, make ample amends for that 


deficiency. 


The following icturesque plines res 
present the Angler in a most deſirable 
situation: 


In genial spring beneath the quiv'ring shade, 
Where cooling vapours breathe along the mead, 


A 3 The 


6. 24: 3 7 
The patient fisher takes his silent stand, 
Intent, his angle trembling in his hand; 


Wich looks unmov'd, he hopes the scaly breed, 
And eyes the dancing cork, and bending reed. 


Our plenteous streams a various race supply, 
The bright-ey'd pearch, with fins of Tyrian dye, 
The silver cel, in shining volumes roll'd, 
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The yellow carp, in scales be-dropp'd with gold, 
Swift trouts, diversity'd with crimson stains, 
And pikes, the tyrants of the wat'ry plains. 
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Pop's Windsor Forest. 


PREFACE 


PREFACE. 
TO THE SECOND EDITION. | 


FTHE favourable reception which the Firſt 
Edition of this Treatise met with from 


the Public, and the good character which the 
Reviewer's favoured it with, encouraged the 
Author to publish a second Edition, which, 
the reader. will find much enlarged; and the- 
author hopes much 1mproved; and where the 
typographical errors, that unfortunately oc- 


curred in the first, are totally. expunged, and. 
carefully corrected, 
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The principal additions in this impression, 
are a second list of very killing flies, the 
game latos relative to angling, and prognostics 
of the weather, independent of the barometer :- 
the last of these, I have extracted from the 
best authors who have written on that sub- 
jet, and have taken care not to intrude 
upon the Reader any idle, or fanciful obser- 
vations, but have given him rules that have 
been established for. centuries, and which are 
founded on the strictest philosophical prin- 
ciples; therefore, I think, they cannot fail 


of proving equally acceptable, as well to the 
husbandman as the angler. | 


The 


( 


The art of angling is looked upon by many 

as an insipid and dull recreation; but it only 
appears so to those, whose hearts are rivet- 
ted to the tumultuous pleasures of life, who 
have no taste for the charms of solitude, nor 
the calm meditation of retirement. To those 
who despise the vanity of the world, who 
are never so little alone as when alone, and 
who delight in the contemplation of virtue, 
this proves a most acceptable relaxation ; 
for, besides the pleasing variety with which 
it abounds, the beauties of nature fill the 
mind with wonder and admiration, and tran- 
quillity and peace are its constant attend- 
ants. 


There are many who will ridicule the 
idea of a treatise being written on this sub- 
ject; but let those who do so recollect, that 
every man has his hobby Horse, as well as my 
uncle Toby. 


ADVER- 


ADVERTISEMENT 


TO THE THIRD EDITION. 


7]THE quick run which this little treatise has had 
| & through Two Editions, induces the Author to 

hope that a third will be as candidly received by the 

public in general; he therefore, offers them one, in- 
terspersed with some recent observations, and in 
which many redundancies and unneceszary parts, 
that occurred here and there in the former editions, 


c 


e are carefully expunged. It is with great pleasure 
J- "the Author observes many noblemen and gentlemen 
at take a delight in this pleasing recreation; af his en- 
7 deavours towards encreasing their pastime, meet with 
approbation, it will be a sufficient compensation for 
the pains he has taken in the present and former 
Editions of this little compendium. 
London, 1794. T. B. 
R- 
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CHAP. VI. 


The mos! Scientific Method of making Fish Ponds, 
Stews, Sc. to which is added several Arcana in the 


Art of Angling. 


PART THE SECOND. 


Flies 
Hints 
| i CHAP. I. 
Observations concerning Artificial Fly Angling, 
with proper Directions for the angler's Rods, n 
&c, | 
Eng- CHAP. II. 
JeASUNS , 
{0 List of the Materials necessary for an Angler to 


have, and the best Method to make the Palmer and 


May- Fly. 


* 


CHAP. 


| { i) 
| © CHAP. Hi. | 
* The Names, and the bent Manner of Dubbing the 
| different Artificial Flies, which are generdlly RNOWN, 


'1 and will kill fiat on any Mater 1 the beginning a 
1 March to the End of September ** K * 


CHAP. Iv. 
A second List of very killing Flies. 
CHAP. V. 
The ben Rules for Atificial Fly Fishing. 
CHAP. VI. 


Of the principal Rivers in England, and Harticulariy 
of the T hames. 


CHAP. VII. 
O the Game Lows relative to Angling. 
CHAP. VIII. 
Progneetcs of the weather, — dent of the Bare- 


meter. 


ART 


Ma | N . 


riy 


ars- 


RT 


ART OF ANGLING. 


— — ab 


* 


CHAP. I. 


A Dexcription of Fishes, according to Natural History, 
w1th the best Methods of breeding, feeding, &c. 


ISHES in natural history are animals that live in 

the water, as their proper place of abode. Na- 
turalists observe a world of wisdom and design in the 
structure of fishes, and their conformation to the ele- 
ment they reside in. | | | 

Their bodies are clothed and guarded in the best 
manner, with scales or shells, suitable to their respec- 
tive circumstances, the dangers they are exposed to, 
and the motion and business they are to perform. 

The centre of gravity is placed in the fittest part 
of the body for swimming, and their sliape most com- 
modious for making way througli the water, and 
most agreeable to geometrical rules. 

They have several parts peculiar to themselves; as 
fins, to balance and keep them upright; an air blad- 
der, or swim, to enable them to rise or sink to any 
height or depth of water, at pleasure; gills, or Bran- 
cg, whereby they respire, as land animals do by 
lungs the tail, an instrument of progressive motion, 
which serves to row them forward; eyes peculiarly 
formed to enable them to correspond to all the con- 
vergencies and divergencics of rays, which the varia- 
tions of the watery medium, and the refractions 
thereof wa occasion, in which respect they bear a 
near resemblance to birds, 8 

Fishes are distinguished into sea, or salt water fish, 
Piſces marini; as the herring, mackarel, &. 
Fc 
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river or fresh water fish, pisces fluviales : as the pike, 
trout, &c. and ÞIp4 or Ia e fish.: as the,carp, tench, 
&e. to which may be. ad d. others which abide in- 
differently in fresh water, or salt; as salmon, shad- 
fish, &c. 

There are also an amphibious kind, which live 
indifferently on land or water; as the castor, 
otter, &c. 

Aristgtle, and after him Mr. Willoughby, more 
8 accurately distinguish, frehes into  cetaceous, - 

j | | ganons, and fſprnous,” 

The cetaceouſ kind, called also belluz marine, 4 ; 
lungs, and. breathe like. quadrupedes; they copulate 
als. like them, and congeiye and bring forth their 
Young ak IVE, which they, afterwards suckle with their 


— 11 cartiliganous. sort, are, produced. from lar 
85 like birds; which are also excluded the. wam 
1 EA of birds. | 
Spmexs, kind are also oviparous ; but heir eggs | 
are Thee er, and they have spinæ up and down their 
flesh ta strengthen i it. | 
Willoughby thinks it would be yet more proper to 
divide hes into such as breathe, with Jungs, and such 
as, breathe, with gills; and then to subdiyide those 
| that breathe, with gills, not into cartiliganous and 
spingug, but into ie and ovipgr s. h 
& viv pg Kind, that breathe with; gills, he 
ubdivides into, 1 ug; vu such as the.galez, and caues, or 


— 


dle and e nd broad; such as the pasti- 
nach, raja, & the r ae of each wWhereof 
he. 1 in 52 of cartiliganous Fialies in.. 


"The ovidaraus = that breathe with gills are che. 15 
most numerous; and these he $ubdiyides into guch as 
are what we usually call flat Hoh; and such as swim 
with their backs upright, g licht angles to the 
horizon. 125M _ 

e 
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The pluln 6r flat" fig kind, called usually pl! spi- 
Addi, In either "yuadratz, as the nbi 2 Passercꝭ, 
ror those of the turbot and flounder Kind; or * 
wicul, as the Sblæ, or sole kind. 

Such as swim 674 ther baths ert, are vide L 
and smobth, and without scales, as che eel Kind, or 
shorter and less smooth; and these Have either put 
one pair of fins at their ils, Which ate called bes 
und eongeneres, or else Atiothier pafr of fins also oh 
their bellies; Which lter Kine he subdivides Into 
wo kinds: 1. Such 'ag'have 15 Nad s On Hietr 
baths, but soft and flexible ones. uch as have 
Prickly is on their backs. 

Those fs which Have only soft and Hecible Hus 
on their backs, may be ided inte such as Habe 


hybe," loo, or but dne single n thete. 


Fight, with wo fins on their backs, ate either 
truttdevbus, wont Kind; or the gobionites, loch, 
Son kind. 
Mes with hut dne 1075 Ihc E Fr, ure of tlifee Toft 
The first kind have otic 12 continued fin, Ft he 
40 tail, as the Hipparus of Komeldiius, c. 
The second have their fn but Short, and placed cod just 
in the middle of their back: and tese are kite * 
rite, as tlie . — kind; or fuviatile, as those we 
call leather-moat/re fohes; such as carp, tetich, Se, 
Fishts which Have rick! fins on their 7505 Are & 
two kinds. 1. Such as have two 2 i 
Zacks; and in tliese the interior tadii'of their Wh 
2 prickly. 2. Such as have büt oe 7250 15 
ere 
The English fishes that we have in * 5 
rivers, Ser. are as follow: 1. primus, 
2. Tice, the Tench. 3 Cyprinus 3 NE 
Brumu. 4. Orfus ermanorum, the Ge 
or Nersling. 5. Chpito, zen . Me Chu N 
or Chevin. 6. rr * Barbel. 7. Lincs 
e 


Nd'figh but the aselli have tri? 5. on ie ether i 
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the Dace, or Dare. $9. Nutilus sen Rubellio, this. 
Roach. 9g. Alburnus, the Bleak, or Bley. 10. Ga- 
bius fluwatilis, the Gudgeon. , 11. Cobites fluviatilis 
barbatula, the Loche, or Loach. 12. Farius, seis 
oxinus laevis, the Pink, or Mmnow. 
These twelve are called Malacomomi, or Teather- 
mouthed fishes; because they have no teeth in their 
Jaws, but only deep down in their mouths. To pro- 
ceed. 13. Passer fluviatilis, ide amphibious, the 
Flounder. 14. Anguilla, the Eel. 15. Gobio fluvia- 
. tits, the Bull-head, or Miller's Thumb. 16. 7hy- 
mallus, the Gragling, Grayling, or Umber. 17. Sal- 
mo, the Salmon. 18. Trutta fluviatilis duum ge- 
nerum, the Trout. 19. Albula Salmon: simulis, the 
Guinniad. 20. Tiutta Salmonata, the Salmon 
Trouf, 21. Trutita Lacustris, the Scurf, or Bull 
Trout, 22. Umbla minor Gesn, the Red Chart, or 
Welch Torgoch. 23. Carpio lacus Benaci, the 
Guilt, or Gilt Charr. 24. Lucius, the Pike, or 
Pickerel. © 25. Perca fluviatilis minor, seu aurata, 
the Ruff. 26. Piscis aculeatus vulgaris, seu pungt- 
tins Alberti, the Common Prickle Back, Sharpling, 
or Banstickle. 27. Piscis aculeatus minor, the Les- 
ser Prickle Back. 28. Perca flutnatilis, the Perch. 
Fish, considered as a food, make a considerable 
addition to the furniture of the table; and the breed - 


ing, feeding, &c. thereof, is a peculiar art, and very 


necessary, for the sake of ceconomy, that every 
country gentleman should know something of the 
method. To this relate the ponds, stews, &c. which 
shall be described in their proper places. 

It may not be here unacceptable to give the Rea- 
der some general rules on the subject. 

Rule 153. FOR. BREEDING FISHES. The 
quality of the pond, water, &c. proper to this end, ig 
Scarce determinable by any certain symptom or rule: 
for some very promising ponds do not prove service- 
able that way. One of the begt indications of a 

| breeding 


5” ” mg — 


eeding 


thriving. 
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breeding pond, is when there is a good store of rushes 
and grazing about it, with gravelly shoals; such as 
horse ponds usually have: 80 that when a water takes 
thus to breeding, with a few Milters and Spawners, 
two of. thee of each, a whole country may be 
Stocked in a sort time. Eels and perches are of a 
very good use to keep down the stock of fish for they 
prey much upon the spawn and fry of. bred fish, anc 
will probably destroy the superfluity of them. As 
for pikes, tenches, rödches, pearches, &c. they are 
observed to breed almost in any waters, and very 
numerously ; but eels never breed in standing waters 
that are without springs, and in- such, are neither 
found, nor increase by putting in; . yetwhere Springs 
are they are never wanting, though not put in. 
And what is most strange of all, no person ever saw 
in an eel the least token of propagation, either by. 
nult, or Spawn; 80 that whether they breed at all, a 
how they are produced; are propositions equally. 
mysterious, and never yet clearly resolve. 

Rule 2d. FOR FEEDING: FISHES, —Obzerve 


x. In 4 Seu, chirty ot forty catps may. be. kept, 
from October to Match, without feeding ;. 7 B 


2. The constancy and regulatzty of serving the 
fish, conduces rep much 10 Gel | = 
3. Any soft of grain boiled is good t6 feed with, 
especially pease and malt coarse ground: the grains 
after brewing, while sweetand fresh, are very proper; 
but one bishel' of malt, not brewed, will go as far as 
two of grains: chippings of bread, and * 
s{feped in tap-droppings of strong beer, or ale, are 
WS > excellent 


of a table, WS 


- 
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excellent food for carp. Of these the quantity ot two 
quarts to thirty carps is sufficient; and so fed morning, 
and evening, 1s better than once a day only. 
There is a sort of food for fishes, that may be 
called accidental, and is no less improving than the 
- best that can be provided; and this is when the pools 
happen to receive the waste of commons where sheep 
have pasture, the water is enriched by the soil, and 
will feed a much greater number of carp, than it 
otherwise would do; and further, the dung that falls 
from cattle standing in the water in hot weather, is 
also a very great nourishment to fish. 

The best food to raise pikes to an extraordinary 
size or fatness, is cels: and without them is not to 
be done, but in a long time, Setting these aside, 
small perches are the best meat. Breams put into. a 
pike pond, breed exceedingly, and are fit to maintain. 
kes; whe will take care they do not increase over 
much The numerous fry of roaches, and other 
small fish which come from the greater pools into 
the pike quarters, will likewise be good diet for 
them. Pikes in all streams, and carps in all hungry 
Springing waters, being fed at certain times will come 

up, and take their meat almost from your hand. 
The best feeding place is towards the mouth of the 
pond, at the depth of about half a yard; for by that 
means the deep will be kept clean and neat; the meat 
thrown into the water, without other trouble, will 
be picked up by the fishes, and nothing be lost: yet 
there are several devices for giving them food, 
especially pease: as a square board let down with 
the pease upon it. | SEES 

Where fishes are fed in larger pools or ponds, 
when their numbers are great, malt boiled, or fresh 
grains, is the best foed, Thus carp may be fed and 
raised like gapons, and tenches will feed as well, but 
perches are not for a ste in feeding time, A 


land will be improved, so as to be really. worth, and 


yield more this way than by any otheremploy what- 


Sever. For suppose a meadow of two:pounds per 
acre; four acres in pond, will return every year a 
thousand fed carps, from the least size to fourteen or 
fifteen inches long; besides pikes, perches, tenches, 
and other fry : the carps are saleable; and will bring 
srxperice, ninepence, and perhaps one shilling each 
amounting in all to twenty-fve pound, which is 444 
pounds fave 5/ullings per acre. | 
There are many circumstances that oonduce much 
to the feeding of piles, perches, chubs, carps, roaches, 
daces, and breams, particularly conveniency of har- 
bour, for those fish that lie amongst weeds and boggy 
places are the fattest, though. not the sweetest, in 
these kind of places they are secured from the as- 


gaults of their numerous enemies, and enjoy a more 


safe and contented. repose; rest and quietness being as 
natural and helpful to their feeding as to other crea- 
tures. -Some waters are more nourishing than others; 
a thick kind, if it is not foul or muddy, is of a better 
consistency, and the parts better disposed and qua- 


litied for nutrition than those of a more thin and 


rarified substance; no element that is pure and with 
out. mixture, is well adapted for nouriſhment, neither 
can fishes live by pure water, respiration, or suckin 


in those slender particles of their beloved element 


alone, without the concurrence and assistance of some 
sser and terrene qualities, which are intermingled 


with those liquid bodies. 


Having mentioned that fishes are exposed to nu- 
merous enemies, I shall conclude this chapter by 
giving the reader a poetical enumeration of them. 


A thousand foes the finny people chace, | 
Nor are they safe from their own kindred race: 
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As to the-benefits that redound from Keeping fish, 
besides furnishing the table, and raising money, your 
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The Pike, fell tyrant of the liquid plain, 

With rav'nous waste devours his fellow train; 
Yet, howsoe'er with raging famine pin'd, 

The Tench he spares, a — kind. 

Hence too the Pearch, a like voracious brood, 
Forbears to make this gen'rous race his food; 
Fho' on the common 4 no bound he finds, 
But spreads unmeasur'd waste o'er all the kinds, 
Nor less the greedy Trout and gutless Eel, 
Incessant woes, and dire destruction deal. 
The lurking Water- Rat in caverns preys; 

And in the weeds the wily Otter slays. 1 
The ghastly Newt, in muddy streams annoys; 
And in swift floods the felly Snake destroys ; 
Toads, for the shoaling fry, forſake the lawn; 
And croaking Frogs devour the tender spawn. 
Neither the habitants of land nor air, þ-4 
(So sure their doom) the fishy numbers spare 
The Swan, fair regent of the silver tide, 
Their ranks destroys and spreads their ruin wide; 
The Duck her offspring to the river leads, | 
And on the.destin'd fry insatiate feeds; 

On fatal wings the pouncing Bntern svars, 
And wafts her prey from the defenceless shores; 
The watchful Halcyons to the reeds repair, 

And from their haunts the scaly captives bear: 
Sharp Herns and Corr rants too their tribes oppress, 
A harrass'd race, pecular in distress; 1 | 
Nor can the Muse enumerate their foes, | 
Suob is their: face, so various are ibi woes 


. 
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CHAP: II. 


De best manner of making and cliusing Rods, Lines, 
Hooks, &c. 


HE best time to provide stocks is in the winter 
solstice, when the trees have shed their leaves, 
and the sap is in the roots, for after January the sap 
ascends again into the trunk and branches, at which 
time it is improper to gather stocks, or tops. As for 
the stocks they should be lower grown, and the tops 
the best rush ground shoots that can be got; not 
knotty, but proportionable and slender, for if other- 
wise they will never cast nor strike so well, and the 
line, by reason of their unpliableness, must be much 
endangered; now when both stock and top are ga- 
thered in one season, and as strait as possible to be got, 
bathe them over a gentle fire, and never use them till 
they are well seasoned, which will be in one year and 
four months, but longer keeping them will make 
them better: and for e e when made into 
rods, both from rotting and being worm- eaten, rub 
them over thrice a year with sallad or linseed oil; if 
they are bored pour in either of the oils, and let them 
soak therewith for twenty-four hours, then pour it 
out again, and it will preserve them from the least 
injury. In general the length of the rod is to be de- 
termined by the breadth of the river you angle in, 
bur a long rod is-always of more use than one too 
short, provided it is truly made; one of about five 
8 and a half long you will experimentally find to 
quite sufficient. When you have taken your 
stocks and tops from the place that you put them in 
for seasoning, (where they must have remained six- 
teen months at least,) match them together in just 
proportion; and let the rod consist of five or six 
* pieces; 


teed, or bamboo, is the best, only be careful 1 — 
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pieces; if yos ferrel it, observe that they fit with the 
greatest-nicety, and in such a manner as when put all 
together they may not Wtiggle in the least, but be in 
proportion, and strength, as if the whole rod were 
but one piece. If you bind them together, it must 
be with thread strongly waxed, having first cut the 
pieces with a slope, or slant, that they may join each 
other with the greatest ecactness, and then spread a 


thin layer of shoemakers wax over the slants, or a 


glue, — 1/ have set down in the urrana for the 
_— use: afterwards you must cut. about six 
inches off the tqp of the rod, and in its place whip 
on a smooth, round and taper piece of whalebone, 
and at the top of that a strong loop of horsehair; then 
the whole will be completed, and chus made will 
always ply with a true bent to the hand. Vour fly 
rods may be made in the same manner, but note, 
must be much more płiant than the others, and more 
taper from stock to top. It is of service to them to 
tay by time before you use them. 

For all that bite a rod made of cane, 


vou chuse such a one that it willstrike well, and 


the medium between the. ferrel and che join — 


goes. in, is not cut too. fine; for if it is, when you 
strike a good fish, it is tem to one you will lose some 
part of your rod, your line, and of course the fish; a 
misfortune that has often happened to me, before 
was acquainted with the above rule. 

A general rod, is one which serves for olling, 


| dibbing, and che ground; for the former purpose sma f 


brass rings must be Wlipped all the way up it, at 
about a foot distance, for the trolling line to run thro'; 
it may likewise be bored in the stock to hold the 


taps you ate not using; that which you use for the 


troll Les strong, and have a ring on che top whip- 
ped on with a piece of quill, to prevent the line being 
cut, W — Off with bait 

3 | to 


— 
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to his hold: one of the others must not be 50 stiff, 
which wilt serve for carps, tenches, &c. and the 
other fine and elastie for dace and roach fishing. 
These kind of- rods, which are called bag-rods, and 
up in a small compass, are to be had at all the 
ishing Tackle Shops in London. 8 
Angling Line. To make this line, first note, that 
you are to take care that your hair be round and 
clear, and free from galls, scales, or frets, for a well 
chosen, even, clear round hair, of a kind of glass 
colour, will prove as strong as three uneven scabby - 
hairs; then put them in water for a quarter of an 
hour, when made into lengths, and you will thereby - 
find which of them shrink; then twist them over - 
again; some in the twisting intermingle silk, which- 
is erroneous, yet a line of al silk may do pretty well, 
though I ns hair in every mode of angling, ex- 
cept trolling; and then a silk line is best. Now the 
best colours for Iines are sorrel, white, and gr 
the twolast colours for clear waters, and the first for 
muddy waters, neither is the pale watery green des- 
picable, which is made thus: put a pint of strong, 
allum water, half a pound of soot, a small quantity of 4 
juice of walnut leaves into a pipkin, boil them about 
half an hour, then take it off the fire, and when it is 
cold step your hairs in it: or else boil an handful of 
e some „ with a quart of allum- water, *till - 
a yellow scum arises, then take half a pound of green 
jefore 1 copperas, with as much verdegrease, and beat them 
| together to a fine powder; and put them and the hair 
into the allum water, and let them lie in it ten hours 
or more, then take them out and let them dry. 


pit, at Hair issmade brown by steeping it in salt and ale. 
n chro-; lde best way of forming the hair into lines, is with 


u new invented engine, to be bought at any of the 

hops, and is to be used thus. To twist links with 

his engine, take as many hairs as you intend each 

hall consist of, and dividing them into three parts, 
| | | tie 


o 
. 
} 
4 1 
* 
* jp 
1 
i 
i 
5 
4a 
: - 
= 
4 * 
" 
> 
*% 
11 
1 
Wo” 


: 
— — —— 
— — — — — 
. "2+ 
- n 


OO —— —— whv— ͤ“ 1e— —xññ—xñ—· 


. the lead dragging and rolling on the ground. No 
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tie each parcel to a bit of fine twine, about six inches 


long, doubled, and put through the hooks which im- 
pend from the machine; then take a piece of lead of 
a conical figure two inches high, and two in diameter 
at the base, with a hook at the apex, or point; tic 
your three parcels of hair into one Knot, and to this 
by the hook hang the weight. - 

Laſtly. Take a common bottle cork, and into the 


sides, at equal distances, cut three grooves; and 


placing at so as to receive each division of hairs, begin 


to twist. You will then find the links twist with great 


evenness at the lead: as it grows tighter shift the cork 
a little upwards, and when the whole is sufficiently 
twisted, take out the cork, and tie the links into a 
knot, and so proceed till you have twisted links suf- 
ficient for your line, observing to lessen the number 
of hairs in each link, in such proportion that the line 
may be taper, * "ENTRE 

4 links thus prepared, tie them together into a 
water knot; then cut off the short ends, about a 
Straw's breadth from the knot, and then whip some 
waxgd silk about the knots, which is much better 
than inclosing them with wax. 

Never, either at ground or fly angling, fix any 
hooks to a line that consists of more than three or 
four links at the most; but always make a small loop 
at the top and bottom of your line, the use of the 
one is to fasten it to your rod, and of the other, to 
afhx or remove your armed hooks The line should 
always be leaded according to the rapidity or quiet- 
ness of the river you angle in; therefore, as nearly as 
you can guess, 2 lead it in such manner as will 
sink the bait to the bottom, and permit its motion, 
without any violent jogging on the ground. Carry 
the top. of your rod even with your E 
at the head of the stream, and letting the bait run 
downwards, as far as the rod and line will 8 


more 


if 
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ches more of the line must be in the water than will per- 
im- mit the lead to touch the bottom; for you are to 
ad ot keep the line as strait as possible, yet so as not to 
meter raise the lead from the bottom. When you have a 
t; tie bite, you may perceive it by your hand and the point 
o this of your rod and line: then strike gently and upwards, 
if you cannot tell which way the fiſh's head lies, but 
o the if you can the contrary way from where it does; 
and first allowing the fish, by a little slackening the line, a 
begin small time to pouch the bait. This is called angling 
great by hand, and is very killing for trout, grayling, &c. 
e cork | shall treat of Float Fishing under the description 
ciently of each fish. | * 3p 
into a As for your F:s/ing Hooks, they ought to be made 
ks suf- of the best tempered steel wire, longish in the shank, 
number and somewhat thick in the circumterence, the point 
the line even, and strait, let the bending be in the shank. 
27 For setting on the hook, or more scientifically speak- 
into a ing, armng it, use strong but small silk, lightly 
bout 2 BW waxed with shoe-maker's wax; and lay the hair on 
p some the inside of the hook, for if it be on the outside, 
2 better che silk will fret and cut it asunder. There are 
several sizes of hooks, large ones and small ones, 
fix any BW made. according to the fishes they are designed to 
three or take, which, When I come to treat of the different 
nall loop Ach, che number of the hook proper for each will be 
se of the = expressed. | Tr Ao bald 
other, to 'loats, for angling, are of divers kinds: some 
ie should ¶ made of Muscotiy Duck quills, which are the best for 
or quiet- slow waters, but for strong streams, sound cork, with - 
n out flaws or holes; bored through with an hot iron, 
er as 


5 into which is put a quill of fit proportion, is prefer- 
s motiom able; pare the cork to a pyramidal form, grind it 
. Carty smooth with a pumice stone, then colour it according 


beginning to your fancy. Floats, whether quill or cork, must 
; bait run be poiſed with shot, when on the line, as to make 
WW _— 5 cock, that is, stand perpendicular in the water, 
und. 6 i 


more xt the FAR DYC of Ie may be apparent. 


en 
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When a float is split or bruised, there is no remedy 


for the mischance, but getting a new one, but you 


may save the plug, and it will serve for another. 
But if the water gets in at the top of your float, a lit- 
tle sealing wax will prevent it: if the plug of your 
float is loose, pull it out; and fasten it with one of the 
following cements. . 

Take bees wax bruised small, chalk scraped fine, 


and black rosin powdered, of each an equal . 


melt them in a spoon, or any small tin vessel, and see 
that they are well mixed; or, take brict-dust siſted 
very fine, and common rosin, pulverised; put one part 


of brick-dust to two parts of rosin, and melt them as 


defore directed; dip vour plug in either of these, and 
put your float immediately upon it. When you join 
two floats together, Jet the plug be a little thicker 
in the middle than at the ends, which ends are to go 
into the quills: dip one end into the cement, and put 
one quill upon it; then do the like by the other, and 
you have a double float: or, you may make it by dip- 
ping the ends of both quills, when prepared, in the 
cement, and fixing them together, which, when the 
cement is cold, will be very strong. 
Io dye quills red, which for still waters are better 
than any floats, take what quantity you please 
of 'urine, and put in it as much powder of þraz:/- 
wood as will make it redden a piece of white paper; 


then take somè clean water, into which put an hand- 


ful of galt, and a little argol, and stir them ill dis- 
solved; then boil them well in a saucepan. When 
the water is cold, scrape your quills, and steep them 
in it for ten or twelve days, then dry chem, and rub 
them with a linen clo. 
Ne materials most necessary for an angle to have 
out with him, and which may be all carried in his 
pockets, are, lines coiled up. Spare links, Two 
worm bags, one for brandlings, &c, and the other for 


lob-worms. A plummet to fix the depth of the Wee, 
LES, | — 0 


eve 
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of a pyramidal form. A gentle box. Floats and 


are caps. Split ot. Shoe: maker's wax in a piece 
t iz of leather. SIE. Hools, some whipped on and some 
other loose. A clearing ring, which is of use to disengage 


>medy 


„a lit- the hook when entangled. A landing net, to and 

f your large fish with, and which are made with joints to 

of the fold up in a small compass. The disgorger, which 

when a fish has gorged the hook, by putting it down 

d fine, his throat till you touch the hook, at the same time 

antty; Bl pulling the line, it will easily come away. 

and see 8 | 

sifted — — — 

ne part | 78 

hem as ' a | | 

se, and d a C HAP. III. 

ou join | 25 ; | 

thicker Wi - The general Baits used in Angling, where found, 

e to go and how preſerved. 

and put 4 | . 

er, and HE reader being farnished with the best rules 

by dip- RF - relative” to his reds, lines, ots, &c. I shall 

in the give him a list of the baits in general of use in ang- 

hen the ling; but shall not enter into a minute detail of them, 
as some authors on the same subject have done, but 

re better WW give him the general baits, and leave him to make 

u please his exceptions himself; which will prove more plea- 

f brazi!- ¶ ant to him by his making the trial of different baits 

e paper; I himself, and not puzzle him by overloading his 


un hand- memory ; neither shall I set down the fishes they are 
Pull dis- best calculated for taking; which would only be a 
When repetition of what he will find fully digested, by aCtual 
zep them ¶ experience, under the description of each fish. | 
and rub | h | 

| The Lob-worm, Dew-worm, Garden-worm, T.vats - 


r to have chel, or Treachet, 


ed in his | | 

s Two Found in a garden or church-yard, late in a summer's 
other tor evening, with a lanthorn; when the summer proves 
gt | Bat} ˙·⸗ 


% 


* 


36 
I very dry one, they may be forced ont of their hotes, 
with the liquor produced by bruising walnut: tree 
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leaves in water: the best of these, are those which 
have a red head, a streak down the back, and a broad 
xs from which they derive the name of squirre!- 
Falls. ; FIN 


Brandlings, Gilt-tails, and Red-worms, "= 


* hogs dung ; but the best are those to be met 


Found in old dunghills, rotten earth, mark 
12 
tanner's bark after it is thrown by. * 


Aarsh, or Meadow-worm,, 


Found in marshy ground, or the fertile banks of 
rivers, are a little blueish, require more scouring than 


- 
—— ( 


1 
” 


- dlemas until Michachnas, * 


the brandling or gilt tall, and are taken from Can- 


| k Tag-tail, | . 
Found in marled lands, or meadows after a shower 
of rain; or early in the morning in March or April, 
if the weather is mild and temperate; and is a most 
excellent bait. 


How to. ſtour and preſerve worms. 


Get a quantity of moss, the best is that which is soſt 
nd white, and grows on heaths, but as this is scarce 


2 had in some parts, in lieu of it any kind that is 


esb and sweet; rinse it well from the earth that 


Hangs about, and then wring it very dry; put your 


worms, and it, into an earthen pot, cover it close that 
they do not crawl away; and ſet it in a cool place in 
ſummer, and in winter in a warm one, which will 


prevent the frost from killing them: change the moss 


every fourth day 


in summer, and once a week in 
winter, or at least let the old moss be taken from them, 
waſhed, squeezed pretty dry, and put it to them a gain, 
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If you wantthem to be quickly scoured; a little bole- 
ermoniac put to them will accomplish your desire: 


or you may put them in water for three or four 


hours, and they will soon be scoured yet be very 
weak, but being put to good moss, they will speedily 
recover. When the Laie, near. the middle of the 
branding begins to swell, he is sick; and for fear 
they should die, feed them with crumbs of bread, 
and» with the yolk of an egg, and sweet cream 
coagulated over the fire; never ſteep your worms in 
moss to scour them above ten days, in which time 
they will be perfectly fit for use. 


There is another way of cleansing and preserving 


l 4 x 
worms, recommended by many anglers, and is a very 


good one for every kind of them except the 1ob-worm: 
take a piece 'of very coarse cloth, which has never 
deen shrunk in the fulling-mill, wash it very clean, 
and let it dry: then soak it in the liquor where a fat 
piece of fresh beef has been boiled, and wring it out, 
but not so hard as to press out all the liquor: then 
lay it in a deep earthen pan, that has a large bottom, 
and put your worms thereon, that they may crawl in 
and out, and so scour themselves; when they have 
remained there twenty-four hours, wash out your 
cloth as before, but do not dry it; then wet it again 
with some of the same liquor, and having placed your 
worms thereon, keep them in a close cellar ; repeat 
this every other day during the heat of the summer, 
and you will not only preserve your worms alive for 
three weeks or a month, but make them. very red, 
clear, and tough, When you take them out for 
paging, put them into moss that has: been well 
washed and not wrung dry; and when you come 
home at night, put them again into the pan, by which 


they will recover and gather fresh strength take care 


chat there is no salt in the beef liquor; for if there 
25 your worms will purge themselves to death. 
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8 Mr. Gay, in his Rural Sports, is particularly par- 
rial to che Gilt-zajl ; as is apparent by the follows 
ing lines: 


You mult not ev'ry worm promiscuous use, 
Judgment will tell thee propet baits to chuse ; 
The worm that draws a long immod'rate size, 
The trout abhors, and the rank morsel flies; 
And if too small, the naked fraud's in sight, 
And fear forbids, while hunger docs invite. 
Those baits will beſt reward the fisher's pains, 
Whose polish'd tails a shining yellow stains : _ 
Cleanse them from filth, to give a tempting gloss, 
Cherish the sully'd reptile race with moss; 
Amid the verdant bed they twine, they toil, 
And from their bodies wipe their native soil. 


Palmer-fly, Palmer- turm, V 5 bed, or Cankers, 


Found on hetbs, plants, and trees, where they are 
bred, if not a perfect caterpillar, yet undoubtedly a 
species de they gain the name of wool-beds 
from their outward parts being woolly ; these, and 
the May-fly, are the foundation of fly angling. 


6 | Babs, 
Found in sandy and mellow ground, and got by fob. 


lowing the plough in autumn, are worms as big as 
two maggots, have red heads, and their bodies full of 
Soft guts: put them in a tub with some of the mould 
that you gather them in, keep them in a warm place, 
and they are an excellent bait from the firſt of No- 
vernber till the middle of April; you may boil them, 
the morning you intend angling, in milk and water, 
for two minutes, which will make them tough; and 
put diem in a box where gum-ivy has been rubbed. 


.  Cou-turd Bob, or Clap-bait. 
Found under a cow-turd from the begining of May 
to 


] 
4 
8 
t 
N 
x 
Y 
C 


1 
Va 


fob. 
ig as 
I of 
10uld 
laces 
No- 
hem, 
vater. 
and 


2 


bed. 


May 


tO 


tur AKT or Avis. 19 


10 Michaclmas; it is bigger than a gentle, but very 
Uke one ; it is best kept in the sa ne earth you find 
it in. | | 


Flag-worms, er Dock-worms, 


Found among flags, in old pits or ponds, in little 
husks among the strings ox fibres of the roots; are 
small worms : pale, yellow or white as a gentle; 
these are very good baits, 


Bark-warm, or A grub, 


Found under the bark of an oat, at, elder, of 
beech, especially when felled, and they have lain 
Sometime, or in the hollow of these trees when dot- 
ted and rotten ; it is to be used from Michaclmas to 
May or June. It is very full and white, bent round 
Yrom the tail to the head, and the parts resembling a 
young dar or humble bee. ; 


Cad-bait, Cad-bait, Cadiz-worm, or Cate-worm, art 


this. differently called, and are of three sorts. 


ist. Found under stones that lie loose and hollow 
in small brooks, shallow rivers, or very fine gravel, 
in case or husk, and when fit for use they are yel- 


_ lowish, are bigger. than a gentle, with a blackish 


head: another sort is found in pits, ponds, ditches, 


in rushes, water-weeds, straw, &c. called ruff- coats, 
or straw- worms. The next is a green sort, found in 


pits, ponds, or ditches, in March, coming in before 
the yellow ones, which are not to be fished with till 
April, and in July they go out of season: the last 
sort is to be used in the month of August. When you 
take them to fish with, carry them im woollen bags, 
tor the air kills them. | ST. 


Gentles, or Maggots, to breed and preſe Foe. 
Take a picee of beast's liver, scotch it with a knife, 
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and with a cross stick hang it in some corner over 
à pot or barrel half full of dry crumbled clay, and as 
tue. gentles grow big they will fall into the barrel and 
scour themselves, and be always ready for use when- 
ever you are-inclined to fish; and these gentles may 
be thus created till after Michaelmas. But if you 
desire to keep gentles all the year, then get a dead 
eat or kite, and let it be fly-blown, and when the 
gentles begin to be alive and stir, then bury it and 
= in moist soft earth, but as free from frost as 
you can, and these you may dg up at any time when 

ou want to use them; these will last to March, 
and about that time turn into flies. | 
Sentles are not only the most univergal, but also 
the most alluring bait, and an angler should never go 
out a fishing without taking some with him. Trouts 
have been taken with them when they have refused 
alt kinds of worms and artificial Mes - to every kind 
of fish they are an acceptable bait, /Pzkes and Salmon 
excepted), but I do not doubt they would be so to 
them, were it possible ro. fix them on a hook large 
enough to hold the above-mentioned fishes. 


How to find and preserve Caterpillars, Oak-worms, 
Cabbage worms, Colewort-worm or Grub, Crabtree- 
" worm of Fact, and Grasshoppers, 


Found by beating the branches of an oak, erabtree, 
or hawthorn, that grow over a public path, or high- 
way : or upon cabbages, coleworts, &c. Grasshop- 
pers are found in short sun-burnt grass, the latter 
end of June, all July and August. To preserve these 
| baits cut a round bough of fine green barked withy, 
about the thickness of half one's arm, and taking off 
the bark about a foot in length, turn both ends to- 


gether, into the form of an hoop, and fasten them 


with a needle and thread; then stop up the bottom 
with a bung cork; into this put your baits, and tie a 
- colewoxt leaf over it, and with a red-hot iron bore 
- Ras: Fils p Ahe 


- 


moistened wich 
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the bark full of holes, and lay it in the grass every 
night, in this manner your cads may be kept, ti 


they turn to flies: to your #rasshoppers pur grass- 


| oY Paſies p 
Are vatiously compounded, according to the anglers 
no & but there should always be a little cotton, 
woot, fine lint, or flax, to keep the parts together, 
that they wash not off the hooks; the following 
compositions make very good pastes. : 

The blood of sheep's hearts, mixed with honey and 
flour, and worked to a proper consistence : old cheese 

ated, a little butter sufficient ro work it, and colour 
ed with saffron. In winter fat rusty bacon instead 
of butter. Crumbs of bread worked with honey, and 
guin-ivy water The inside of a 
French roll, or crumbs of bread worked well with 
clean hands with water alone. What fishes each of 
these pastes are proper for, the reader wilt find under 
the description of each fish, therefore I shall only 
make the following observations concerning pastes, 
which may be of use to young anglers, because 


founded on experience. Note, that in September, 


and all the winter months, when you angle for chubs, 
carps, and breams, with paste, let the bait be as large 
as a hazel nut: but for roach and dace, the bigness 
of a pea is sufficient: chuse a still place, use a quill 
float, a small hook, and strike at the first biting of 
the fish. TIRED? 
Baits ungularly Filling to fish with. 

Sheep's Blood placed on a trencher till it becomes 
pretty hard, then cut into small pieces, proportioned 
to the size of the hook; put a little salt to it and it 
will prevent its growing black. Feat, or malt 
boiled soft in milk, and the husk taken off, a good 
bait either in winter or summer. The ant-fly, found 
iu June, Joly, and August, and the beginning of Sep- 
45 | ; tember, 


* 


_ » of wool at the 
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tember, in mole-hills and ants nests, where they breed; . 
take some of the earth, and the roots of the grass 
vhich grow u it, and put all in a glass bottle, then 
gather some of the largest and blackest ant flies, and 
put them into the bottle; these are a deadly bait for 
roach, dace, and chub; you must angle with them 
under water, a hand's breadth from the bottom. 
The young brood of wasps, Hornets, and humble bees, 
are 4 very good. Ala minnows, loaches, - 
Marplings, and bull heads, Snails, black and white, 
the black one's bellies slit to shew the white.  Like- 
wise cherries, blackberries ; cherse kept a day or two 
in wet rags, which makes it tough. or steeped in a 
little honey. Also ſalmon ſpawn, which must be 
boiled till it is hard enough to stick on the hook; 
and if you wish to preserve it, sprinkle a little salt 
over it, and get a glazed carthen pot, and put a layer 
; of it, and a little salmon 
wn upon that: then wool again, and then spawn, 
eo 999 alternately till the 210 filled: it is a 
most destruCtive bait in the winter and spring, espe- 
cially if angled with where salmon are known to 
spawn; for there every kind of fish resort, in order 
to devour it. r | 
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Of natural: Fly Fithing, with. a Description of Flies 
generally used; and à choice Collection of Rules and 
Hints to be observed in the Art of Angling. | 


Y ATURAL i fshing, which comes under the 
N heads of  Dibbizng, Dapeing, and Dabbing, is a 
method with which the largest fish are taken, and re- 
quires a great deal of nicety and circumspection. The 
e | b general 
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| feuern rule in this way of angling is to fish with a 


ine about half the length of vour rad ; but if there 
is wind stirring, with as much as it will carry out; 
but you necd hardly ever fish with more than the 
first length, as 4:4b{ng must be performed as near 
as possible to the bank that you stand on; therefore 
a long rod and a short line is the best, which you 
will command with ease, and be able to shelter your- 
self from the sight of the fishes, behind bufhes, ſtumps 
of trees, &c. The line you dib with should be ver 
strong; for when you have struck a good fish, You'll 
have a hard bout with him before you kill him, for 
want of a greater length of line; therefore whenever 
I ab, I always use a ringed rod, with a winch for my 
line fixed on it, (which is the same I use in artificial 
fy angling), by which means I can always keep my 
line to any length without the trouble of changing 
it; and when I have hooked a good fish, can always 
py him as much scope as I think neceſſary, and 

ill him with great ease and certainty ; this method 
J would by all means advise the . use, wha 
will be thoroughly convinced of its utility at the first 
trial he makes. When you sce a fish rise near you; 
guide your fly over him immediately, and he's your 
own, if the fly you use is strong on the water. When 
vou dib for chub, roach and dace, move your fly very 


slow when you see them make at it, or let the stream 


carry it down towards them; if it be in a still, deep 
shady hole, draw the fly side ways by them, and 
they will always d pursue it. The roach 
takes flies the. best a little under water. The best 
for the-angler's use in this method of angling, are as 


follow ; 


Oak-fly : Al- Ay, or Waedcock-fly, ' 


Found on the body of an oak or ash, with his head 
downwards in general, and near the bottom of the 
p | tree; 
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tree: it is a brownish fly, and is taken from the be- 


* e . . 2 e 
- - — — — 
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1 ginuing of ay until the end of August. KL 
| Stone fly, | 2 | 
; F cal under hollow stones at the sides of rivers, is of 10 
| a brown colour, with yellow streaks on the back and «6 
| belly, has large wings, and is in seasgn from April 40 
40 July. 40 
Green-drake, | 66 


Found among stones by river sides, has a yellow body 
Tibbed with green, is We and flender, with wings 
like a butterfly, his tail turns on his back, and 18 70 
eagerly taken from May to Midsummer. Put the 
point of the hook into the thickest part of his body, 
under one of his wings, run it directly through, and 
out on the other side, then take another, and put him 
on in the same manner, but with his head the con- 
trary way; they will live ſo near a quarter of an 


— 
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hour. Koo 
Grey-drake, | 3 
Found in general where the Green-drake is, and in 46 
| shape and dimensions perfectly the same, but almost 46 
i quite another colour, being of a paler and more livid 40 
| 3 and green and ribbed with black, quite down « 
} 1s body, with black shining wings, dia phanous and 40 

very tender. It comes in, and is taken after the 46 


 Green-drake, and when made artificially, as directed 40 
in part the 2d, for the month-of May, kills fish very 6 


ee — — —p— 


| well; the following curious account of it, fr om « 
1 Bowlker, cannot fail to amuse the reader. 40 
% J happened to walk by the river side at that sea- 40 
l „ son of the year when the May Nies (he means the « 
| grey sort) which are a species of the Libella, come 46 
« up out of the water, where they lie in their husks, « 
| « for à considerable time, at the bottom or sides of 6 

«6 tie 8 near the likeness « of the Nymph of the 40 


ct a ww.» r e eee er 
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small common Libella, hut when it is mature, it 
splits open its case, and then, with great — 


up ſprings the new little animal, with a ſſender 


body, four blackiſh-veinedtranſparent wings, with 
four black ſpots on the upper wings, and the un- 
der. wings much ſmaller than the upper ones, with 
three long hairs in its tail. The husks, which are 
left behind, float innumerable on the water. It 
seemed to me a. ſpecies of Ephemeron ; and I ima- 
gined it-was the ſame inſect described by 'Gredart 
and Swammerdafn, but a few days convinced me 
the.contrary.; for I soon found them to be of a 
longer duration than theirs: The first business of 
this. creature, after he is disengaged from the wa- 


ter, is flying about to ind out a proper place to, fix 
on, as trees, bushes, &c. to wait for another sur- 


rising change, which is effected in a few days. 
The first hint I received of this wonderful opera. 
tion, was seeing the Exudiæ hanging on a hedge: T 
then collected a great many, and put them into 
boxes, and by ig observing them, I could tell 
when they ee to * their husks, though 
but so lately put on. 1 had the pleasure to Shew 
my friends one that I held on my hand all the while 
it performed this great work. It was surprising to 
see how easily the back part of the fly split open, 
and produced the new birth, which I could not 
perceive paitakes of any ching from its parent, but 
leaves head, body, wings, legs, and even its three- 
haired tail behind on the case. After it has re- 


posed itself awhile, it flies with great briskness to 


seek its mate. In the new fly a remarkable differ- 
ence 48 Sen in their sexes, Which I could not o 
easily perceive in their first state, the male and fe · 
male being then much of a size; hut now the 
male was much the smallest, and the hairs in his 
tail much the longest. I was very careful to see if I 
could find them engendering; but all that I could 

| a Þ N discover, 
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* discover, was, that the males separated, and kept 
under cover of the trees, remote from the river; 
, hither the females resorted, and mixed with them 
** m their flight, great numbers together, with a 
very brisk motion of darting or striking at one an- 
**. other, when they met, with great vigour, just as 
house flies will do in a sunny room: this they con- 
** tinued to do for many hours, and this seemed to 
be their way of coition, which must be quick, and 
soon performed, as they are of so short a duration. 
When the females were impregnated, they left the 
company of the males, and sought the river, and 
Kkept constantly playing up and down on the water. 
It was very plainly seen tliat every time they darted 
** down, they ejected a cluster of eggs, which seemed 
** a pale blueish speck, like a small drop of milk, as 
they descendeũ on the water; then, by thehelp of 
their tail, they spring up again, and descend again; 
and thus continue till they have exhausted their 
stock of eggs, and spent their strength, being so 
weak that they can rise no more, but fall a prey 
to the fish; but by much the greater numbers pe- 
rish on the waters, which are covered with them: 
this is the end of the females; but the males never 
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resort to the rivers, as I could perceive ; but after 


they have done their office, drop down, langvish, 
„ and die: under the trees and bushes. I observed that 


<< the females were most numerous, Which was very 
„ -neceflary,, considering the many enemies they have 
% during the short time of their appearance, for both 
„ birds and fish are very fond of them, and no doubt 


„ under the water they are food for small aquatic 
« insects. What is further remarkable in this sur- 


„ prizing creature, is, that in a life of a few days, it 


«« cats ncthing, seems to have no apparatus for that 
% purpose, but brings up with it, out of the water, 
« gufhcient support, to enable it to shed its sk in, and 
u to perform the principal end of life with great vi- 


vacity, 


never 
after 
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d that 
s very 
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& vacity. The particular time when I observed 
them very numerous and sportive, was on the 26th 
„ of May, at six o'clock in the evening. Is was a 
de sight very surprizing and entertaining to see the 
&« rivers teeming with innumerable, pretty, nimble, 
« flying insects, and almost every thing near covered 
« with them. When I. looked up into the air, 
« it was full of them, as high as IL could discern ;. 
and being so thick, and always in motion, they - 
* made slmost such an appearance. as when one 
« Iobks-up* and sces the snow coming down; and 
& yet: this wonderful appearance, in three or four 
« Bos after the last of May, totally disappeared.” 


Hawthorn-fly, 
Found on every hawthorn bush when the leaves come 
forth. | | 


Great Math, 5 
Found when there is a little breeze in summer even“ 
ings, in gardens ; has a great head not unlike an 
owl, witish wings, and yellowish body. The chub: 
takes this exceedingly well: 


Black Bee, or Humble Bee, 


Found in clay walls, and is an exellent bait for the 

chub. W 2 
N. B. The reader will find the peculiar method of 

dibbing for chub; under the description of that fish. 


Rules and Hints to be observed in Angling. 5 


ist. Every brother angler should be possessed with 
a great deal of patience and resignation, and not be 
east down with bad luck, or be elated.with good; for 
the same success cannot always attend him. 5 
2d. Never angle 3 colours, for they are 

2 


_ AX CONCISE THEATISE oN 
the easiest to be discerned by the fishes ; always turn 
out early in the * or that is the best time of 
the day; keep your tackle always neat, and let your 
daits be in the highest perfection. 
zd. When vou angle shelter yourself as much as 
possible from the sight of the fishes, for they are ti- 
morous, and easily frighted; and when you angle 
for trout, you never need. make above one or two 
trials for him in the same place, for he will in that 
Uthe either take the bait or let it alone. 
_ 4th. When the nights prove dark, cloudy, or 
windy, you will che next day have but little sport in. 
respect to catching large fishes, especially trouts; for 
in those nights they range about and devour small fishes; 
but if the nights are bright, and the moon and stars are 
6ut; and the days following should be overcast, dark, 
and gloomy, you may depend on having good sport; 
for fishes are * 2a as timorous as in sunshiny days, and 
never stir from their holds: there ore having abstained 
from food all night, they axe hungry and eager, aud be- 
ing encouraged by the Arness and gloominess of the 
day to range about, they.then bite boldly and eagerly. 
th. If yon wish to know. what ground bait fishes 
like best, the first you. take. open his stomach, and 
there you will find what he fed on last, and bait ac- 
cordingly. g b 
Gch. If before you go out to angle, you should 
imagine, by the looks of the weather, that it will 
prove showery, or thunder, atways take three or four 
night: lines out with you, and whilſt you angle for 
other fish, lay them in according to your judgment, 
baited with. well scoured lob-worms, and you may 
depend on catching large eels, trout, &c. . 
Ich. The beſt way to bait your hook for this kind 
of fishing, or for worm-fishing in general, either with 
Job-worms, brandlings, &c. is thus; if you bait with 
one worm, put your hock into him somewhat above 
the middle, and out again a little below the 1 : 
| | Aving 
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Raving so done, draw your worm above the arming 
of of your hook: but note, you must enter the hook at 
the tail of the worm, and not at the head: then hay- 
ing drawn him above the arming of your hook, be- 
is bore- mentioned, put the point of your hook again. 
KY into the very head of the worm, till it comes near the. 
place where the point of the hook first came out. and 
— then draw. back that part of the worm that was above 
hat che shank, or arming of the hook: if you fish withr 
| two worms, then put the second on before. you turn 
back the hook into the head of the first worm. 


spot, and have had good sport, the fishes should sud- 
hes: Benny leave off biting, you may conclude that some 


ark. Ning in; therefore put a uινπνẽ,jò' on your hook alive,, 
each e his upper lip or back fin; let your 


* tackle be strong, in. case the pike should be there; 
ned but for a certainty you may depend that either he or 
1 be- the pearch. will take it.. But the best way is to have 
the imer or two with you, which. may be applied 
dy ich great advantage whilst you angle for other fish. 
. gth. When you have struck a good fish, keep your, 

** or rod bent, which will prevent him from running to 
„nn Ihe end of the line, whereby he might break. his 
* ac old. „ 
nould ioth.. In ponds angle near the fords where cattle 

- will |? to drink and in rivers angle for breams in the 
" four epest and ou parts; for eels, under trees hang- 

ie for s over ban S ;. for chubs, in- deep shaded holes; fon 
Wo perches. in. cours; for roaches in. winter in the 

27 eeps, at all other times where you angle for pearches;. 


nd for trouts in quick streams. K be 

wind . th. It. is Spar angling in whirlpools, under. 
| ridges, at the falls of mills, and in any place where 
with Nie Water is deep and clear, and not disturbed with 
ee vind or weather; also at the opening of ſluices and: 


9 — e 


8th. If when you are angling in any particulat 


of the fish of prey are come'to the part you are. fish- | 
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other fishes with the ground line, is, morning and 
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mill-dams; and if you go with the course of the wa- 


ter, you will hardly miss catching fishes, that swim 
up the stream, to seek what food the water bring; 


don with it. | 


12th; When you fish for roach, dace, &c. in a 
stream, oast your ground-bait above your hook, and 
always remember to plumb your ground. | 
©. 13th, Never trust to the strength of your rod or 


liner when you have hooked a good fish; but always 


use your landing net. 5 
14th. Your rod must neither be kept too dry, no: 
too moist ; for the one will make it brittle, the other 
Totten ; and in sultry weather, always wet the joints 
of your rod, which will make them adhere: and if 
by being wet they should stick so, that you cannot 


_ 


easily get them asunder, never use force, for then 
1 . 


strain your rod, but turn the ferrel of the 
Joint that is fast, a few times over the flame of a can- 
2 ank it will separate. By 

 T5xth. The best times for angling are from 


pril 


ts October, and the best time of tlie day from three 
till nine in che morning, and three in the evening till 
_*  Spti-$et. The south wind is the best to angle in; the 
dent dest point to that is the: west; the cooler thes: 
_ Mow in the hattest months is the best time to fixh.. 


roch. Never, angle in an. easterly wind, for your 


 Kbour- win pe in vain; . but: vou mays if the wind 
dos from any other point, provided not too sharply. 
Hiches will never bite before a shower of rain; this 


hint mayave you many a wet skin. 
* 18th; In me morning, if there Happens to be an 


. koar frost, eicher in the spring or advancing of the 
season, fishes will. not bite that day, except in the 
evening : and after hey have spawned, very ill till 
wn grass and weeds they have scoured themselves, 
aud dy that means recovered their appetite. 


iIdch The best time for the trout to be taken, and 
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evening, in clear weather and water; but if the day 
proves cloudy, or the water. muddy, you may angle 
all i as TI he 

tgth The angler may depend vn catching stote of 
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the wind be southerly, and when, as the poet. Observes, 4 
© The stealing show'r is scarce to patter heard il 
80 By such as wander thro? the forest walks, | | | 

1 Beneath th: umbrageous multitude of leaves.“ 9 ] 

N 


Having given tho reader every. necessary instruc- 
tion, in regard. to the breeding and feeding of fighes; . 
wich the best advice concerning his rods, ines, floats; 
Rockt, baztry &. and a set of very choice rules; 
hints, and cautions; I shall now tell him the best me- 
thods of taking the fishes in general angled for in 
Zugland and We _- 
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CHAP. V. 


A deveription of the fi gentrallyangled for in Ex lande | 


and Wales, with the proper times and :seasons to fl 
for them; their pecubar haunts, Spawning time, and 


le most killing baits, &r. 


9 by - 
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Thie Salmon. 


to the opinion of some, 
that of others seems 


breeds in the sea; 


better warranted, that he breeds in the clear sandy. 8 1 

arts of rivers, not far from the mouths the _ 
They commonly pawn in Oclober, and the young 
| become zamlets the following year, and in a few 
| months 
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32 
months a large salmon:. The milter and Spatoner 
Having performed their office, betake themselves to 
the sea, and we are told that when they have been 
obstructed in their passage, they have grown so im- 
patient, that clapping their tails to their mouths, with 
a sudden spring, they have leaped clear over wiers, 
and other obstacles that stood in their way; and some, 


by leaping sliort, have by that means been taken. If 


ey happen to meet with such impediments, that they 
cannot get to sea, they become sick, lean, and pine 
away, and die in two years: but if they spawn in the 
mean time, from thence proceeds a small salmon; 
called a Steꝝger, which never grows large. The fe- 


male salmon is distinguised from the male, because 


its nose is longer and more hooked, its scales not 
so bright, and its speckled over with dark 
brown spots, its belly flatter, and. its flesh not so red, 
more dry, and less delicious to the taste. 


The principal rivers in England for salmon are, 


ist. The Thames, whose salmon beat” all others for 
taste and flavour: the Severn, and the Dent; the 
Lon at Lancaster, about Cockersand Abbey; at Work- 
ington in Cumberland, Bywell” in Northumberland, 
Durham, and Newrcastle on Tyne, the Dee, in 
Cheshire, and the rivers LI and Ve, in Monmouth- 
ire. Besides the salmon-leap in Pembrokeshire, there 
is another in the river Han in Ireland; this river is 
in the mountains of Mourn, in tlie county of Doron, 
and it passes through Lough Eaugh, or Lough Sid- 
- xey, à large lake in the county of Colraine. Mr. Camb- 
den says it. breeds sal/mons in abundance, above all 
other rivers in Europe, because it is thought to ex- 
ceed all. others for clearness, in which sort of water 
salmons delight. He bites best about three in the 
afternoon, in May, June, Tech and August; if the 
water be clear, and a little breeze of wind stirring: 
especially if che wind and stream are contrary. Vou 
must fish for him like a trout, with a worm, fly, or 

| | wenne, 
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Wiimnow, of a lo toorm, is an excellent bait for him, 
well scoured in moss, which makes it tough, clear 
and lively. When you have struck him, he will 

plunge in the water very much; therefore it is ne- 
cessary to have a strong rod, ringed the same as a. 
trowlng wd, and a winch, with a strong line on it 

forty yards long, with which length, and a proper 
playing him, you may kilf the largest sized one. He 

has not a constant-residence like a trout, but removes 
often, and you should always angle for him as neat 

the 1 * as possible, in the deepest and broadest 

parts of the river, near the ground, Put two large lob 

worms otrat a time, and you may fish without a float, 
that is, with a running line. Les one yard next to 

your hook be gimp, and your hook a proper-sized 
salmon-hook. | | 


NV. B. When I come to treat of y hing, che 
proper flies for the salmon, &e. will be clearly ex» 
pressed. | 


The Tit. 


© The Net is a delicious fresli water ich, speckle® 


with red and yellow; coming in and going out of 
season with the buck, and spawning in the cold; 
months of October and November, whereas all other 


fishes spa von in: the hot summer months. There are 


several species of this fish, all valued very much; hut 
the best are the red and yellow, and of these the fe- 
male, distinguished by a less head and deeper body, 
is preferred: by the largeness of their backs you may 
know when they are in season, which may. serve as à 
rule for all other fishes. All winter long they are sick, 
lean, and unwholesome, and frequently lousy. As the 
spring advanecs, deserting the still deep waters, they 
repair to the l ground, against which. they 
continue to rub, till they have got rid of their lic, 
which are a kind of worm with large heads; = 
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that time they delight to be in sharp streams, and 
such as are very swift; where they lie in wait for 
minnows, Mays flies, &c. The latter part of May they 
are in the highest perfection. He is usually caught 
with a worm, minnew,. or fly, eicher natural or arti- 
ficial : the different baits for him are the eart/h-worm, 
dung-worm,. and the: maggot, or gentle, but the best 
are the 8 and brandling. His haunts are, in 
purling brooks, running very swiftly over chalk stones, 
gravel, &c. he is oftener. taken in the side of the 
stream than in it, though the large ones are often 
caught in the deepest part of it. He delights to shel- 
ter himself behind large stones, or small banks, that 
. Hang over. the river, which the stream running 
against, creates a foam; also in the eddies between 
two streams; his hold is usually under the roots of 
trees, and in hollow banks in the deepest parts of 
Tivers. When you angle for him at the ground, let 
the link of your line next the hook be the best 5: 
worm gut you can. provide; and have a nice elastie 
rod, Which will enable you to strike true, and to feel 
him when he bites. Angle for him with a running 
tine, and begin at the upper part of.the stream, car- 
Tying your Find with an. upright hand, and feeling 
vour lead run on the ground about ten, inches from 
the hook, leading your line according to the swift- 
ness of the stream, as before directed. If you bait 
either with one or two worms, follow the manner of 
baiting with them which I have laid down in the 
rules, and you will run on the ground without be- 
ing entangled.  _ 1 4 
There is a very killing method like wise fora large 
trout ;. make a pair of wings of the feather of a land- 
rail, and. point. your hook with one or more cadis's; 
your hook should be bristled, that is, when. you whin 
on your: hook, fasten a hog's bristle under the silk, 
with the end standing out . a straw's breadth at 
the head of che hock, from under the silk, and 


pointing 
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pointing towards the line, by which means the head 
of the cadis will be kept close to the wings: angle 
with a rod about five yards long, and a line about 


; three; cast the wings and cadis up the stream, which 
- will drive it down under the water towards the lower 
, part of the hole; then draw it up the stream very 
t gently, though irregularly, at the same time shakin 
n our rod, and in a few casts you will be sure to LE 
„ kirk if there is one in the hole. You may angle the 
[3 same way with two brandlings. If you use two ca- 
n dis's with the wings, run Jour hook in at the head 
1- and out of the neck of the first, and quite through the 
at other from head to tail. 

ng - "The minnowis the most excellent of all baits for the 
en trout; when you fish with one, chuse the whitest, 


and middle-sized ones, these being the best; and you 
must place him on your hook in such à manner, that 
being drawn against the stream he may turn round. 
The best way of bating with a minnow is thus put 
our hook in at his mouth, and out at his gill, dra w- 
ing it through about three inches: then put the hook 
again into his mouth, and let the point and beard 
come out at his tail: then tie the hook and his tail 
about with a fine white thread, and let the body. of 
the minnow be almost strait on the hook; then t 
if it turns well, which it cannot do too fast. Angle 
with the point of your rod down the stream, drawy- 
ing the minnow up the stream by little and little, near 
the top of the water. When the. trout sees the bait, 
he will come most fiercely at it, but be careful not 
to snatch it away, which at first you may be apt to 
do; and never strike till he has turned with the bait, 
N. B. In this way of angling, a ringed rod is to be 
always used, with a winch for your line, which 
Should have two or three swivels on it; by which 
means the minnow will spin the better. 8 
The rivers most famous for trout are, the Kenne: 
near Hungerford, in Berks/ure; the Stower, in 1 
| WHIC 


ve. 
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which runs through: Canterbury, and is said to breed 
the best trauts in the south cast of England; those 
in the Z/and!e, near Caslalion in Surrey; the Amerly 


in Sussex; the Dove, Me, Lathkin, and Bradford, in 
Derbyahire; Ribble an ik, in Lencashire; and in the t 
Us and Mye in Monmouths/ure, are accounted excel- n 
Jent trouts: but to speak impartially, no one can ab- tl 
solutely determine in what N river or brook by 
are the most and best trouts. This however is cer- fa 
tain, that trouts axe better or worse, bigger or less, la 
according to the nature of the soil on Which the river 18 
runs: pute, clear, transparent streams, running on W. 
rocks, pebbles, or more especially Iime- stones, or Hints, an 
are experimentally found to breed, and afford che po 
most delicate and best trouis. 7 
ä 1 : ear 

The Gragling, Grayling, or Umber. = 


This ficli has three different names men it, accord- in 
ang to che different parts of England chere it i: wit! 
found: he is by no means a general fich, and what gut: 
anglers seldom meet with, except in the rivers Dov? 2 4 
and Trent, and some other small streams, particularly your 
mn that which runs by Salisbury. The aun of the Wl whe 
ling are nearly the same of the trout; and in in ge 

ing for either of them you may catch both. They garb: 
spawn the beginning-of April, when they lie mostly dung 
in sharp streams; in December he is in his prime, a: MW incor 
which time his gills and head are blackish, and his you t. 
belly dark grey, studded with black spots. He bites groun 
very freely, dut is often lost when struck, his with 
mouth being very tender. Angle for him about mid- or fiv 
water, he being much more apt to rise than descend lay ye 
and when you angle for him alone, and not for theſ tend y 
trout also, use a quill float, with the bait about si also a 
or seven inches from the ground. He takes branding: | 
/t-tails, meadow-worms, gentles, Wc. but the most ex 
cellent bait for him in March or April is the tag- 27 K 
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The Carp. 


The carp is allowed to be the queen of fresh water 
fishes, (as the salmon is the king) and lives longer 
than any other fish (except the eel) out of its ele- 
ment. They breed several times in one year; but 
their first spawning time is in May: Mr. Ray as- 
gures us, that in Holland they have a speedy way of 
fattening them, by hanging them up in a net id a cel- 
lar, and feeding them with bread and milk. Patience 
is highly necessary for every one to be endowed with 
who angles for carps, on account of their sagacity 
and cunning : their hazwnts are in the deepest parts of 
ponds and rivers, and in the latter where the streams 
run slow. When the weather in April, May, June, 
July, and August, is hot and fine, you cannot be too 
a y or late at che sport. He seldom refuses the red- 

- worm in April, the caddis in May, or the grasshopper 
ord- in June, July, and August. You-must angle for him 
it is with a strong rod and line, a quill float, and strong 
hat gut at bottom, the hook in the medium of st 1 

a leat her- mout lied fist he seldom breaks his hold, 1 

your tackle is strong and you play him properly. But 
whenever you intend to fish for him ae ee Ahe, 
in = earnest, over night lay in a ground-bait of 
gar ape ; as chickens guts, blood mixed with cow- 

ung, or any coarse paste: also ale grains and blood 
incorporated with clay, and.:at the same time that 
you throw any of these ground baits in; plumb the 
ground to two depths, (for it is best to angle for carps 
with two rods) one about mid-water, the other four 
or five inches from the ground. The next mornin 
lay your lines in very cautiously, and success will at- 
tend you. Gentles are very good baits for the carp, 
also a paste made of honey and bread, and one made 
wich bread and water alone, tinctured with red lead, 
but nothing in my opinion beats a green pea, having 
1. Pilled more with that than Oy other bait, 94 
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breeze. ' He. delights in, the deepest and. quadest-parts 


tals, and gras:hoppers when he takes your bait he 
makes for the opposite shore, therefore give him play, 
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Tn fine sun- shiny days, carps will often prime abou 


noon, and swim about the edges of a pond, to catch "I 
such flies as fall upon the surface of the water; let ] 
the angler then take a strong rod, and pliable at the f 
top, a strong line, and a hook large enough for a lob- [ 
worm : then finding a place free from weeds, about 1 
the compass of the crown of a hat, let him drop his a 
bait without a float, and with only one large shot © 

upon the line, which he must lodge upon the leaf of 

some adjoining weed, so that the bait may not be 

above eight inches in the water: then retiring, but so 
as to keep his eye upon the shot, let him wait till he B 
sees it taken away, with about a foot of the line, and H 
then strike; when'he has hooked his fish, lethim keep se 
him tight, and not suffer him to entangle himself ki 
among the weeds, but either draw him out by main ul 
force, or pull him into a clear place, and there kill — 
m. 6 
N. B. The foregoing method is an excellent one, an 


and great numbers of carp may be taken by it in 501 
ponds which are well stocked. 


The Bream. 


The time of the Bream's spawning is in June; his 
chief residence is in ponds; he is a bony fish, and 
very slow of growth. From Saint James's tide to 
Bartholemew tide is the best time to angle for him, 
and the best time of the day in that season, is, from 
sun- rise to eight o'clock, in à gentle stream, the 
water being rather thick, and curled with à good 


of the water, and if the bottom is glean e it 
is the better. His baits are gentle, W File- 


for though he is a strong made fish, he will not strug- 
gle much, but in to or three times fall on one me 
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kind. He $spawns in 
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and you may land him very easily. Angle for him 


with a strong line, with gut at the bottom, the hook 


No. 4, and throw in the place you intend to angle 
for him, a ground-bait* made of malt, grains, bran, 
blood, and clay, the night before ; and you may fish 
with two or three lines, plumbed to different depths, . 
and follow the method which is laid down for the 
carp: 


The Pike, 
The Pie is a very long-lived fish, according to Lord 


Bacon and Gesner, who say he outlives all others. 
He is called the tyrant of the waters, and will almost 
geize upon any thing, * unnaturally devour his own 
ebruary or March; the best 
pike are those that are found in rivers, those in ponds . 
are not near so good: the larger he is the coarser 
the food, and so vice versa, He eds on small fishes, 
and frogs, and on a weed called pickerel, from which 
some assert he derives his being; he is a svlitary, 
melancholy, and hold fish, always being by himself, 
and never swimming in shoals, or in company with 
other fishes. There are two ways of angling for the 
pike, by the leager-hait and the walking bait. Fires the 
tdger-bait- is that fixed in one certain place, and 
which the angler may leave, and angle for other fish; 
of this kind the best is some living bait, as a dace, gud- 
r roach, or live frog. To apply it, if a fish, stick 
e hook through his upper lip or back fin, then fas- 
tening it to a strong line, ten or twelve yards long; 
tie the other end to some stake in the ground, or 
stump of a tree, near the pike's haunt; letting the 
line pass over the fork of a stick, placed for the pur- 
pose, and suspending the hook by a yard of the line 
in the water; but so, as when the pike bites, the 
fork may give way, and let him have line enough to 
go to his hold, and pouch the bait. If you bait with 
a frog, put the arming _ in at his mouth, and out 
2 at 
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at his gill; then tie the frog's leg above the upper 
joint, to the armed wire. Secohdly. the walking- 
bait is that which the fisher attends to himselt, and is 
called trowling, from the French of troller, to move 
or walk about. Before I proceed any farther in this 
mode of angling for the pike, I shall-give the angler 
a description of the kind of rod, line, and hooks, ne- 
cessary to be used. Vour rod must be a strong one, 
and ringed for the line to pass through, and about 
three yards and a half long, your line about thirty 
yu long, wound upon a winch; to. be ee on the 
butt end of you rod, and with which yoT may always 
keep your line to any length; and at the ea. of your 
line next the hook, let there be a swiveL The hooks 
that are most general are the two following ones; 
they are formed and baited in this manner. The 
first is no more than two single hooks, (though you 
may buy them made of one piece of wire) tied back 
to back, with a strong piece of gimp between the 
shanks ; in whipping the gimp and hooks together, 
make a small loop, and take into it two links of 
chain, about an eighth of an inch diameter; and in 
the lower link, (by means of a staple of wire,) fasten 
by the greater end a bit of lead, of a conical figure, 
and angular at the point. The second hook may be 
either single or double, with a long shank, and 
leaded two inches up the wire, with a piece of lead 
about a quarter of an inch square; at the greater 
or lower end fix to the shank an armed wire about 
four inches long, and at the top of the wire, about 
half a yard of gimp, with a loop at the top of that: 
to bait this Ys you must have a brass needle about 
seven inches long; put the loop of the gimp on the 
eye, or small curve of the needle ; then thrust it into 
the mouth of the fish, and bring it out at his tail, 
drawing the gimp and wire along with it, till the lead 
is fixed in the belly of the bait fish, and the hook, or 


hooks, are come to his mouth, then turn the moe 


O 
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of the hooks towards his eyes, if a double hook, but 
if a single one, directly in a line with his belly, and 
tie his tail to the arming wire very neatly with white 
thread: I always, whether the hook be double or 
single, put a small piece of a worm on the point, or 
points of it, which prevents their pricking the pike, 
when he takes it, for if it does he will instantly leave 
it. To bait the former, put the lead into the mouth of 
the bait fish, and sew it up, the fish will live some 
time; and though the weight. of the lead will keep 
his head dowgwards,. he will swim with nearly the. 
same ease as if at liberty. Eicher of the former hooks 
being bated and fastened to the swivel, cast it into 
the water, and keep it in constant motion; some- 
times letting it sink, and at others raising it gradu- 
ally, chiefly throwing it into the parts of the pond, 
meer, or river, where his haunts are most usual; as 
near banks, under stumps of trees, by the side of bull - 
rushes, water docks, weeds, or bushes, but in any of 
these places you need never make above a ial or 
two for him, for if he is there he will instantly seize 
the bait. When he has taken it, give him line, and. 
let him run to his hold and pouch it: allow him in 
general five minutes law, then strike him, and divert. 
yourself wich him as you please. But, if after he 
has run off with the bait to his hold, and rests there 
but about a minute, and then runs quickly off with it. 
again, do not strike him until he has rested a second 
time; and not then until the five minutes are expired, 
unless he runs off again before they are: which it 
he does, draw a tight line, and ike him immedi- 
ately : if he resists very much, give him line enough, 
which will soon exhaust his strength, and when you 
pull him towards you, do not do it violently ; for if 
you do, he will launch and plunge in such a manner, 
that though he may not be able to break your tackle, 
yet he will tear away his hold; nay, even his entrails, 
if he is hooked there ; but if you feel him come easily 
1 — towards 
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towards you, wind up your line until you see him; 
then if he struggles again very much, give him line 
again, and so proceed till you have killed him; by 


following which methods you will soon accomplish. 


The pike bites best from the middle of summer to the 
end of autumn, about three in the afternoon, in clear 
water, ruffled with a gentle gale; but in winter all 
day long, and in the spring he bites early in the 
morning and late in the evening. The best baits for 
him are small roaches, daces, bleaks, &c. if the 
day be dark and cloudy ; but a gudgeon is the best it 
the water 1s clear, and the day bright and fine. Your 
live baits should be kept in a tin kettle, with holes 
made in the. lid, that you may change your water 


often, which will keep them alive a long while; your 


dead ones in a tin box made for that purpose, with 
bran, which dries, up the moisture that hangs about 
them, and contributes to preserve them longer. Ang- 
ling for the pike at the qnap is to let him run a little, 
En. then to strike him, the contrary way from-whence 
he runs, with two strong jgrks ; in this method you 
must use a double spring hook, which is to be had 
at any of the shops, =, your tackle must be very 
Strong. The snap is best used in March, when they 
are spawning, at which time they are sick and lose 
their stomach, though they will then take your bait, 
but immediately throw it out of their mouths ; there- 
fore striking them when they first take the bait is the 
only way to be even with them; which is called an- 
gling at Snap. The way to bait the 5@p hook is thus 
make a hole wich a sharp penknife in the side of the 
bait fish; then put the gimp that is fastened to your 
hook into it, and draw it out at the mouth, till the 
spring hook comes to the place where the incision 
was made; which when it is, put it into the belly of 
che fish, then have a piece of lead about the size of a 
horse-bean, though of an oval form, with a hole 
through it from end to end, large enough for the gimp 

tO 


THE ART OF ANGLING; 43 


F to go through ; draw it down to the fish's mouth;: 


e then put it in and se it up. Or you may make an 
ö incision in the skin only, and draw the gimp out at 
h. the bone behind the gills, then enter it again under 
he the gills and bring it out at the mouth, which I think 
ar is the best method, because the hook has only che 
all skin to hinder its fixing in the pike; whereas in the 
he first methods it must pierce through the flesh and skin 
for before 1t can touch him ; and it it is not very large, 
he may hook him so slightly as to spoil all your sport. 
tit There used to be a way also of taking pike, calle+ 
zur Hixing, but as the use of NDimmers is now $0 gene- 
les rally known, it would, be needless for me to insist 
iter further upon it. 

our I shall now. communicate to the reader a method 
vith which I have taken more pikes and jacks with, than 
out any other way... The hook which you must use, is 
ng- to be like the first hook that I have. mentioned, with 
ttle, this exception only, that the lead of a conical figure 
ence must be taken away: then, before you fix the swivel 
you on the bottom of the line, put on a cork float that 
had will swim a gudgeon, then put on your swivel, and 
very u your hook and gimp to it: put a swan shot on 


they your gimp, to make your float cock a little, and of 
lose such a weight, that when the hook is baited with the 
bait, pudgeon it may do so properly. Y our gudgeons must 
gere- kept alive in a tin kettle : take one, and stick the 
s the hook either through his upper lip, or back fin, and 
d an- throw him into the likely haunts beforementioned, 
thus : swimming at mid-water. When the pike takes it, 
f the let him run a little, as at the gn, and then strike him, 
vour In this method of pike fishing you may take three 


to 


11 the kinds of fiish, viz. 'pikes, pearches and chubs. It is 
cision so murdering a way that the generous angler should 
ly of never use it, except he wants a few fishes to present 
> of a his friends with. 

hole Kues to be observed in trowling. September and 
gimp October are the best months for rrowling, because the 


weeds 
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weeds are then rotten, and the fishes are fat with the: 
summer's feed. March is the best for the snap, be- 
cause, as I have said before, they then spawn, and 
are sick, and tlierefore never bite freely. | 

A large bait. entices the. pike. to take it the most, 
but a small one takes him with greater certainty. 

Always, both at trow! and 5nap, cut away one of 
the fins, close at the gills of the bait fish, and another 
at the vent on the contrary side, which makes it play 
better, 

Let no weeds hang on your bait, for if they do, 

the pike will not touch it; and always throw it 
into the water gently. 
When you have a bite, and the fish goes down the 
stream, it is commonly a small one: but on the con- 
trary, if he sails lovely upward with che bait, it is a 
sign of a good one : great fishies in general bite more 
calmly chan small ones; for the small ones snatch and 
run away with the bait without any deliberation, but 
old fishes are more wary. 

Be careful how you take a pike out of the water, 
for his bite is venomous ;. therefore if you have not 
a. landing net, put your finger and thumb into his 
eyes, and take him out that. way. 

Both at trow! and snap, always have one or more: 
swivels on the line, Which will prevent its kenking, 
and. make it play better in the water. 


The Pres. 


The pearch is bow backed like- a hog, and armed 
with stiff gristles, and his sides with dry thick scales. 
He. is a very bold biter, which appears by his daring 
to venture upon one of his own - kind, with more 
courage than even the ravenous Luce. He seldom 
grows above two feet long, spawn once a year, ei- 
ther in February or March, and bites best in the latter 
part of the spring. His haunts arechiefly in the streams 

| £ not 


THE ART OF ANGLING.” 45. 


not very deep, under hollow banks, a gravelly bot- 
tom, and at the turning of an eddy. If the weather 
is cool and cloudy, and the water a little ruffled, he 
will bite all day long, especially fiom eight till ten- 
in the morning, and from three till six in the even- 
ing. If chere are thirty or forty, of them in a hole, 
they may be all caught at one standing: they are not 
like the solitary p:ke, but love to accompany one an- 
other, and swim in shoals, as all fiches which have 
scales are observed to do. His baits are minnows, little 
frogs, or brandlings, if well scoured : when he bites- 
give him time enough, and you can hardly give him 
too much: for as he is not a leather-mouthed fish, 
without you do he will often break his hold. Angle 
for him, if you bate with a brandling with an indif- 
$a erent strong line, and gut at bottom, your hook 
No. 4, 5, or 6, and about five or six inches from the 
ground. But if you rove for him with a minnow, or 
rog, which is a very pleasant way, then your line 
mould be strong and the hook armed with gimp, and 
the bait swimming at mid-water, suspended by a cork 
float. I for my own part always use my trowl, that 
in case a pike should take it, Fay be prepared for 
him. Keep your minnows in a tin kettle, and when you 
ore. bait with one, stick the hook through his upper lip, 
ing, Wor back fin. If you use the frog, stick it through the 
kin of his hind leg. These directions being carefully 
attended to, I dare insure the angler success. 


The Tench. 


The tench, (the fishes physician) so called because 
its slime is said to be very healing to wounded fishes; 
and what is more strange, the-voracious pike is so 
nsible of his sovereign virtue, that he will not hnr 


ei- tench, although he will seize any othe r fish of his 
atter own size that comes in his way; and when he or any 
ams ether fishes are sick, they find relief by rubbing them- 

not real 2 
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a red circle about the eyes, and a little barb hanging 


ponds amongst weeds ;* he thrives very ill in c 
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selves against his body. He is a delicious fresh water 
fish; has small scales; yet very large and smooth fins, 


at each corner of his mouth. His haunts e 
ear 
waters, and covets to feed in foul ones: yet his flesh 
is nourishing and pleasant. They spawn the begin- 
ning of July the proper time to angle for them is 
early and late in the months of e e the lat- 
ter end of July, and in August. You must use a 
strong line, with gut at bottom. The hook No. 2 or 
3) and a quill float; the depth about two feet. He 
ites best at red worms, if you dip them first in tar, 
at all sorts of pastes made up with strong scented oils, 
and at one made with the inside of a roll and honey. 
Also at cad-worms, lob-worms, flag-worms, gentles, 
marsh-worms, and soft boiled bread grain. Besides 
the river Stour in. Dorsetsſiire, so particularly recom- 
mended for plenty of tench and eels, there is Brect- 
nock Mere, in Brecknockshire, being two miles in 
length, and as much in breadth, full of pearches, 
trenches, and cels.. 3 


The Flounder. 

The founder may be fished for all day, either in 
swift streams or in the still deep: but best in the 
stream, in the months of April, May, June, and July. 
Your line must be a single haired one, with a small 
float, and the hook No. 6 or 7. Let your bait touch 
the ground, which may be any sort of small worm; 
wasps, Or gentles, He being a fish but seldom taken 
with the rod and line, to enlarge on the subject wou! 


he totally unneccesary.. of a tre 


imoro! 
0 the | 
g the 
st, dr 


| The Chub, 
The Szub is a fish by no means in very mule 


estrem, his flesh being very. coarse, and full of s:nafknd.he 
| | | bones | 
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er bones ; yet he affords good sport to the angler, espe- 


18, cially to a Zyro in that art. They spawn about the 
ng beginning of April, and their haunts are chiefly in 
in large rivers, having clayey or sandy bottoms, in holes 
ear shaded with trees; where many of them in general 
esh keep together. He bites best from sun rising al eight, 


TY and from three till sun- set. In March and April you 
\ is must angle for the chub with worms, in June and 
lat- July, with flies, znails, and cherries; but in August 
sea and September use a paste made of Parmesan, or 
» or. Holland cheese, pounded in a mortar with a litile but- 
He ter, and a small 2 of saffron put to it to make 
tar, Nit of a yellow colour. In the winter, when the chub 
oils, Nis in his prime, a paste made of Cheshire cheese and 
ney. N pentine, is very good; but no bait more killing 
„tles, for him than the pith of an ox or cow's back bone; 
sides ¶ vou must take the tough outward skin off very care- 
-om- fully, but take particular care that you do not bruise 
rect che inward skin; also the brains of the above ani- 
es in mals are excellent for him. Let your line be very 
rches pong, with a quill float. on it, strong gut at bottom; 
the hook No. 3 or 4, the depth, in hot weather, 
mid-water, in coldish near the bottom, and in quite 
cold weather on the ground. The most pleasant way 
of taking him is by Wing, which is thus perform- 
ed; in a hot summer's day, 917 to any hole that you 
know they haunt, and you will find perhaps thirty or 
torty of them basking themselves on the surface of 
the water; then take your rod, which must be very 
Strong and long, your line the same, but about a yard 


ler in 
in the 
July. 
Small 
touch 


worn; a 
„ lengch; and bait the hook with a grasshopper ; 
ng ou must shelter yourself behind some bush, or stump 


of a tree, so as not to be seen, for the chub is ve 
imorous, and the least shadow will make him zink. 
o the bottom, though he will soon rise again. Hav- 

g therefore fixed your eye upon the Far est, and 
dest, drop your bait with great caution before him, 


he will instantly take it and be held fast; 1 
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he is a leather-mouthed fish, and seldom breaks hold 
if played properly. N | 
N. B. In dibbing, where you cannot get a gras. 
hopper, any fly, beetle, or moth, will equally answer the 
purpose. > | 
The Barbel. 


"The Barbel, so called, on accout of the barb, or 
beard, that is under his nose, or chops, is a leather. 
mouthed fish; and though he seldom breaks his hold 
when hooked, yet, if he proves a large one, he often 
breaks both rod and line. The male is esteemed 
much better than the female, but neither af them are 
very extraordinary. They swim in great shoals, and 
are at the worst in April, at which time they spawn, . 
but soon come into season again: the places they I the 
chiefly resort, are such as are weedy, gravelly ris- 
ing grounds, in which this fish is said to dig, and rout bety 
his nose in like a swine. In the summer he frequent A 
the strongest and swiftest currents of water, as unde: 
deep bridges, wiers, &c. and is apt to settle himself 
amongst the piles, hollow places, and in moss and 
weeds. In the autumn he retires into the deeps, A 
where he remains all the winter and beginning of WM 4... 
the spring. The best baits for him are Salmon-spawn, 
lob-worms, gentles, bits of cheese, wrapt up in a wet this 
linen rag, to make it tough, or steeped in honey for * 
twenty-four hours, and greaves; observe, that the 55 
sweeter and cleaner your baits are kept, the more ¶ and 
eager he takes them. You cannot bait the ground I by d 
for him too much, when you angle for him with any 45 
kind of garbage; as tab. cuornis cut in pieces; malt and ¶ cod 
grains incorporated with blood and clay, &c. The 


earlier and later you fish for him in the months of 2 
une July, and August, the better. Vour rod and expo 


ne must be very strong; the former ringed; and 
the latter must have gimp at the bottom; a running 
plummet must be placed on your line, —— a 
87K | bullet 


bullet 
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"bullet with a hole through it: place a large shot a 
foot above the hook, to prevent the bullet falling on 
it. The worm will of course be at the bottom, for no 
float is to be used; and when the barbel takes the 
bait, the bullet will lie on the ground, and not choak 


him. By the bending of your rod you will know- 
when he bites, and also with your hand feel him 
give a strong snatch, then strike him, and he will 


be your own, if you play him well; but if you do 


not 1 him with dexterity, he will break your 
0 


tackle. u must have on your rod a winch, and a 
Une on it about thirty yards long. : 


The most famous places near London for barbel- 


angling, are Anpston-bridge and Shepperton-deeps ; 
but JF 


lton-deeps, Chertsey-bridge, Hampton-ferry, and 


the holes under Cooper's-/1ll, are in nowise inferior. 


You may likewise meet with them at all the locks 


between Maidenhead and Oxford. 
N. B. Their spawn acts as a violent cathartic and 
cmetic. 


| The Fel. | 
Authors of natural historys in regard to the eel, 


have advanced various conjectures; and in some 
measure have contradicted each other entirely on 
this head, namely, Whether they are produced by 


generation or corruption, as worms are; or by cer- 


tain glutinous drops of dew, which falling in May 


and June, on the banks of some ponds or rivers, are 


by the heat of the sun turned into eels. Abr. Mylius, - 
in a treatise on the Origin of Animals, describes a me- 


thod of producing them by art. He says, that if you 
cut up two t 


expose them to the heat of the sun, in a few hours 


there will spring from them an infinite quantity of 
cels. Eels are distinguished into four kinds, viz. the 
luer eel 5 a greenish ” called a grey; a blagkish 


eel, 


covered with May-dew, and lay 
one on the other, the grassy side inwards, and thus 
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cel, with a broad fla t head; and lastly, an cel with 
reddish fins. The eel's haunts are chiefly amongst 
weeds, - under roots and stumps of trees, holes, and 
clefts of the earth, both in the banks and at bottom, 
and in the plain mud, where they lie with only their 
Reads out, watching for prey: also about flood-gates, 
wiers, bridges, a old mille, and in the till waters 
that are foul and muddy; but the smallest eels are to 
be met with in all -sorts. of rivers and soils. They 
conceal themselves in the winter, for six months, in 
the mud, and they seldom rove about in the summer, 
in the day-time, but all night long; at which time 
you may take a great number of them, by laying in 
night- lines, fastened here and there to banks, stumps 
of trees, &c. of a proper length for the depth of the 
water, leaded so as to lie on the ground, and a proper 
ee] hook whipped on each, baited with the follow- 
ing baits, which he delights in, wiz. garden- worms, or 
labs, minnows, hen's guts, fesh garbage, laaclies, small 
Fragen, or miller's thumbs ; alse small roaches, the 
"hook being laid in thew mouths. There are two 
ways to take them in the day-time called sniggling 
— bobbing. Snuiggling is thus performed: take a 
strong line, and baĩt your hook with a large /ob-worm, 
and go to such places above-menti where eels 
hide themselves. in the day-time ; put the bait gently 
into the hole, by. the help of a cleft stick, and if the 
cel is there he will certainly bite; let him tire himself 
by tugging, before yau offer to pull him out, or else 
he will break yqur line. The other method is called 
Bobbing. In order to perform this you must scour 
some large labs, and with a needle run a twisted silk 
through as many of them, from end to end, as will 
lightly wrap a dozen times round your hand; make 
them into links, and fasten them to strong pack- 
thread, or whipcard, two yards long, then make a 
knot in the line about six or eight inches from the 
worms; after walds put three quarters of a he, "9 
2 : | : ca y 


Ri — ES 


THE ART OF ANGLING. - 


ST 
lead, made in a pyramidal form, on the cord; the 
lead must be made hollow three parts of the way up 
it, and then a hole must be bored through it, big 
enough to put the cord through, and let the lead slide 
down to the knot. Then fix all to a manageable pole, 
and use it in muddy water. When the fishes tug, 
let them have time to fasten, then draw them gently 
up, and hoist them quick to shore. A boat called a 
punt is very useful in this kind of fishing. Some use 
an eel Spear to catch eels with, which is an instrument 
with three or four forks, or jagged teeth, whieh they 
strike at random into the mud. ö 

The rivers Stower in Dorsetshire, Anham, in Lin. 
colnshire, and Irk, in Lancashire, are famed by their 
respective neighbours for very excellent Eels. Mr. 
Pope has celebrated the river Kennet, in Berkshire, on 
the same account,: m his Windsor Forest. | 


The Kennet swift, for silver eels renown'd. 


In Nuntey- mere, in Huntingdonshire, are a great 
ny ot Eels and large Pikes, which they call 

apets : but Cambridgeshire boasts of having the most 
and best Eels, if you credit the natives. 


The Reach. . 


The reach is as foolish as the carp is crafty, he is 
by no means a delicate fish; the river ones are much 
better than those bred in ponds. They spawn in 
May, and will bite all day long, if the weather is 
not in either of the extremes, on the top of the wa- 
ter. Their haunts are chiefly in sandy or gravelly 
deep waters, delighting to be in the shade. fa April 
their baits are cads and "worms. In summer white” 
Snails or flies. In autumn a paste made of fn white 
bread, moulded in your hands with water, and a little 
cotton added to it, to keep it from washing off the 
hook, which should be 11 9. In winter gentles - 
% yu 2 | N 7 e 
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the best bait for him; you should fich wih a lim I |, 
made of single hairs, a quill float, and the lead about s 


a foot from the hook ; and when you angle for 5 
roach, always cast in a ground bait made of bran, * 
clay and bread incorporated together, and when you 2 $ 
angle with tender baits, always strike at the least a. 


nibble that is apparent. Sprouted malt, the young bef 
broad of wasps, bees dipt in blood, and the dried 1:54 ö 
of glieep, are nostrums in this kind of angling. 

The laagest roach in this kingdom are taken in the 
Thames,where many have been caught of two pounds 
and a half weight; but roach of any size are hard 

to be taken without a boat. | 

The people who live in the fishing. tewns along 

the banks of the Thames, have a method of dressing 
large roach and dace, which it is said renders them a 
_— pleasant and savoury food; it is as follows: 
without scaling the fish, lay him on a gridiron, over 
a slow fare, and stre a little flour on him; when he 
begins to grow brown, make a slit, not more than 
skin deep, in his back, from head to tail, and lay him 
on again: when he is broiled enough, the skin, scales 
and all will peel off, and leave the flesh, which will 
be by that time very firm and perfectly clean; open 
the belly, take out the inside, and use anchovy and 
butter for sauce. 


The Dace, or Dars 


„This fish, and the roach, are much of the same 
* kind, therefore the directions given for one will serve 
for the other. They spawn about the middle of 
March, and will take any fly, especially the stane- 
eadew-flyg. May-fly, the latter end of April, and most 
pant of May ; and the aut. Ay in June, July, and Au- 
gust. When you angle for the dace with the ant- 
fly under water, let it be about two hand's breadth 
from the ground. They never refuse a ily in a onal 
242 | . | day 


„ 


"253 
© day on the top of the water. The best bait for them, 
It in the winter, is the earth bob; it is the spawn of the 
beetle, and is to be found by following the plough 
in sandyish grounds; put them into a vessel with 
some of the earth from whence they are taken, and 
use them all the winter as an excellent bait, as I have 
before- mentioned in the description of baits. As for 
your line, &c. the directions given for the roach will 
serve in all respects for the dace or dare. a 
Dace may be also taken with flesh flies, upon the 
surface of the water; into whose backs between the 
wings you must put your hook, which should be very 
small: they bite in the I OY ; you 
must then provide a cane rod, which is the lightest 
of any, and let it be seventeen feet at least in length, 
and your line, which should from the middle down- 
wards, consist of single hairs, be a little longer than 
your rod; then provide a sufficient quantity of small 
house flies, which keep in a phial stopped with a cork. 
With these repair, especially about seven or eight 
o'clock, in a summer's evening, to a mill stream, and. 
having fixed three or four hooks with single hair 
links, not above four inches long to your line, bait 
them with the flies, and angle upon the surface of the 
water, on the smoothest part, at the end of the stream; 
the dace will rise freely, especially if the sun does not 
Shine on that part of the water where you cast the 
thes, and, you may taketwo or three at a time. This 
sport will continue as long as day-light will permit 
ame you to see the flies. In the same manner dace will 
also rise at the ant fly upon the surface of the water, 
if used in the morning at the foot of a current, or mill 
tream, or on the scour before the sun comes on the 
water. If the water is high, so as to be almost equal 
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An- ith its banks, take your fly rod, and fasten to your 
ante Sine an artificial Ay, called the caterpillar Ay, ora. 
2adth mall red-Palmer, . then take. a large yellow gentle, 


(be yellower the better) run the hook through the 
| F 3 | skin 
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Skin of it, and draw it up to the tail of the fly : this: 
being done, whip it on the surface of the water, and 
if you are diligent and expert, you will have good di- 
version. If you angle where two mill streams are going 
at the same time, let it be in the eddy between the 
two. streams: first make use of your plummet; it 
the water is deep, angle within a foot of the bot- 
tom, and perhaps you will find but poor sport: but 
if it proves to be shallow, that is, about the depth of 
two feet, or not exceeding three, your sport may be 
better: bait your hook with three — gentles, use a 
cork flaat, be very attentive, and strike at the very 
first bite; if there are any large dace in the m//-poo! 
they will resort to the eddy between the two streams. 
N. B. Whenever you fish for reach or dace at 
ground, without you use a ground-bait, the attempt 
15 almost useless; but after great heats, when the 
weather gets cool, you will be sure to have good 
sport. 


Tie Gudgeon. 


The Gudg eon is a fish that affords the young angler 
an amazing deal: of di version, being one that bites 
very free, and when struck is never lost, because he 
is a leather: mau ed fish. They spaven three or four 
times in the. summer, and: their feeding is like the 
Barbel's, in the strams and on grayet ; slighting all 
manner of flies. Their baits are chiefly wasps, gen- 
tie, and cads, but the- small ed. werm is best. When 
you angle for them, be provided with. a guad geon- rale, 
with which rake the ground every ten- minutes, 
which gathers them together. A single haired line 
is hest, with a quill or cork. float, according to the 
rapidity of the stream; your hook No. 7 or 8, and 


pour bait on the ground. You may angle for him 


wich a running line, by. hand, without a float. . 


2 „ 


% 
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The Pipe, or Ruff. 


4 
* 


F This fish, with a double name, is mall _T 


rarely grows bigger than a gudgeon ; in shape very. 
like the perch, but is better f. 


deepest running parts of a gravelly river, the exact 
bottom whereof, having — by plumbing, bait 


your hooks with small red-worms-or. brandlings ; for 


you my ang with two or three, and have excellent 
rt. He dites very greedily, and as they swim in 
oals, you rap K twenty or thirty at one stand- 
ing, in a cool 9 omy day. Always bait the ground 
with earth, and use the same tackle as for the gud- 


eon. The river Yare, in Norfolk, is almost peculiar. 


or plenty of Ruffs. 
| Phe Bleak, or Bley. 


The Bleak, on account of its eagerness to cateh 
flies, is called by some the river 5wallow, and by. 
others the fresh water.-sprat, because of its resem- 
He bites very cage at 


blance to the S prat. 
all sorts of worms, flies, pastes, and sleep's bleed. You 
may fish for him with, six or seven small hooks at a 


time. He is an excellent fish to initiate a young 
angler in f!y-fi5/ing, by his whipping for them in a 
hot ene with a small artificial black 
ag Your. tackle must be fine, and neatly formed. 


is a capital bait for the pike. 


| Phe: Minnow, or Pint. 


The Minnow, though one of the smallest fighes, is 


as excellent a one to eat as any of the most famed. 
They are generally found in March and April, and 


remain till the cold weather compels them to retire 
to their winter quarters. He is ＋ a greenish or 


wayy 


being in the taste as* 
pleasant as any fish whatever. His haunts are in the 
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wavy sky colour ; his belly very white, his back 
blackish, and is a most excitons bait for any of the 
fish of prey: namely, the pike, trout, perch, &c. 
His baits are small red-worms,'wasps, cads, &c. If you 
can catch enough of them, they make an excellent 
tansy, their heads and tails being cut off; and fried 
in eggs, wich a sauce made of butter, sugar, and 


The Loach, or Locke. 


This fish is very small, but eats very well; and 
is nourishing food for sick persons. He is found in 


clear swift brooks and rivulets, and his food is gravel. 


He is bearded like the barbel and freckled with black 
and white spots. You may take him with a small 


 eed-wormat ground; he delights to be near the gra- 


vel, therefore is hardly ever seen on the top of the 
Water. 6 | 
Tie Buall-head, or Miller's-thumb. 


This fish, on account of its ugliness, is in some 
places called the re water devil; he has a broad 
head, and a large mouth, no teeth, but his lips are 
like a file, with which he nibbles at the bait. They 
Spawn in April, and are full of spawn most of the 
summer. "Their Aaunts, in summer, are chiefly in 
holes, or amongst stones in clear water; but in win- 
ter they lie in the mud like the eel. The worst of an- 


glers may take this fish; for if you look about the 


ter in a hot day, you may see him sunning him- 
self on a flat stone; put your hook upon it, ® 
with a small r:d-worm, and he will take it directly. 
The taste of this fish is very good. Ro” 


5 Nie Slickleback, Sharpling, or Bangtickle, _ * 


This fish, with three names, as he is called by in dif- 


ferent counties, is a small prickly fish, and not worth 
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the angler's notice, in regard to himself, but that he 
is an excellent bait for the trout, who will take it 
sooner than the minnow. His prickles must be broke 
off, and baited according to the directions given for 
baiting the minnow, under the description of the 


| trout, 


N. B. The tackle, baits, &c. for this fish, and the 
three foregoing ones, must be the same, and very 


fine. 


There are three fishes, which I omitted in the first 
edition, and what anglers in general seldom meet 
with, because they are local, and peculiar to certain 
waters; but as they are held in high estimation where 
they are taken, 1 chall describe them as well as 1 can 
for the reader's information. 0 


Aula Sal moni similis— The Guinniad, 


The Cuinniad, according to Cambden and others, is 
peculiar to Pemble-Mere, in Cheshire. © The river 


Der (says this author) which runs by Cester, springs: 


in Mer:ineths hire, and. it runs towards Chester, it 
passes through the said Pemble- Mere, which is a large 
water, and it is observed, that though the river Dee 
aboands with Salmon, and Pemble- Mere with Guin- 
mad, yet there are never any Salinons caught in the 
Mere, nor any Guinniads in the river.” 


Umbra minor Gest— The Red Charr, or Welcb 
Torgoch. | 

The Red:Charr is a fish, whose make is longer and. 
more slender than that of a trout, for one of about 
eight inches long was no more than an inch and a 
half broad. The back is of a greenish olive, s 
white. The belly, about the breadth of half an inch, 


vt a paler colour; and in some, especially of the femaleg, 


% 


is painted with red, in some of a more lively, in others 
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it is quite white. The scales are small, and the late. 
ral lines straight. The mouth is wide, the jaws pret- pas 
ty equal, except the lower, which is a little sharper and 
and more protuberant than the upper. The lower ehe 
part of the fins are a vermilion dye. The gills are 5.44 
23 and it has teeth both in the jaws and on 

e tongue: in the upper jaw there is a double row 

of them. The swimming bladder is like that of a 
trout ; the liver is not divided into lobes ; the gal 
bladder is large; the heart triangular; the spleen 
small and blackish ; and the eggs of the spa vun large 
and round. The flesh is more soft and tender than 
that of a. trout, and when boiled can scarcely be al- 
lowed to be red. It is in the highest esteem, where 
known, and in Males is accounted the chief dish 
at the tables of people of fashion. 9982 
The chief place in England where this fish is taken 
is Nynander- Here; but in Males they are to be had 
in five different places, viz. Llamberris, Llin-Umber, 
| Fextiniog, and Bettus in Carnarvons/hire, and near 
geddor, in Merionetliaire. In this last county 
they are smaller than in the former, and are taken 
in October but in Carnarvons/ire, in one of the 
lakes, they are caught in November, in another in 
December, and in the third, in Janwary, and when 
the fishing in one ends, it begins in another, Dr. Leigh 
cays, the Charr in Coningston- More, which is not tar 
from V inander- Mere, are much better; but there are 
reasons to suppose he was prejudiced in this article. 
According to Cambden, the latter Mere is the largest 
standing water in this kingdom, being ten miles in 
length, and some say it is as smooth at the bottom as 
if it was paved with polished marble. They swim 
together in shoals, and though they appear on the sur- 
face of the water, in the summer time, yet they will 
not suffer themselves to be taken either with the angle 
or with nets ; therefore the only season for fishing is 
when they resort to che shallow parts of che lakes to 
B | Ig; | Spawn : 
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spawn: at these times they set trammel nets baited, 


and leave them for whole days and nights, into which 
the fish enter of their own accord. 


| Carpio lacks Benaci The Guilt, or Gili Charr. 


The Latin writers call the Gilt Charr Carpis lacks 
Benaci, because they imagined it was only to be met 
with in that particular lake, where it is called Roetel ; 
but it has since appeared to be the same fish with our 
gilt charr, which is bred in V inander-Mere, in the 
county of Vest marelamd. It is proportionably broader 


than the trout, and the belly is more prominent; 


but its length, when greatest, never exceeds twelve 
inches: 1 he scales are small, the calour of the back 
is more lively than that of a trout, and is beautified 
with black spots; the belly and sides, beneath the la- 
teral line, are of a bright silver colour ; the skull is 


transparent, and the snout blueish: it has teeth in the, 


lower jaw, on the palate and the tongue; the swim- 
ung bladder is extended the whole length of the 
back, and the gall-bladder is large. The tlesh of the 
gilt charr is red, and is accounted so very delicious 
amongst the Italians, that they say it excels all other 
ond and sea-fish whatever; and they esteem the na- 
ure of it so whalesome, that they allow sick persons 
0 eat it. Lach | 
Some have doubted whether the Meleh and Eng- 
5h fig are of the same kind or not; but Mr. Ray 
hinks there is no room to make a doubt of it. The 
Velch name Tergoch, signifies a red belly, which 
listinguishes the Red Charr properly enough: the Gilt 
farr, is indeed quite a different species, and is about 
wice as small as the red: the belly of the former is 
ed, the flesh white, and the spots on the back white 
kewise; whereas the belly of the latter is of a sil- 
er cqlour, the flesh red, and the back is spotted with 


lack, 
| CHAP. 
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HAP. VI. . 
The mort scientific method of making Fish- Ponds, Steꝛus, . 
. fe. to which it added Several Arcana in the Ar: itte 
of Angling. exce 
r 
7 is agreed that those grounds are best, which are 2 | 
1 full pi hack s, and apt to be moorish : the one MW vt 
breeds them well, and the other preserves them from quar 
being stolen. 2 wher 
he situation of the pond is also to be considered, ¶ zure 

and the nature of the currents that fall into it; like- vau 
wise that it be refreshed with a little brook, or wich the C 
rain water that falls from the adjacent hilly ground. ftches 
And, that those ponds which receive the stale and to the 
dung of horses, breed the largest and fattest fishes. out 8c 
In making the pond, observe that the head be at Wh. sc 
the lowest part of the ground; and that the trench of Itiere 
the flood-gate or sluice, has a good swift fall, that it Nportur 
may not be long in emptying. EY” i grea 
Lethe pond carries six feet of water, it is enough; Wyhich 
but it must be eight feet deep to receive the freshes he tri 
and rains that should fall into it. The 
It would also be advantageous to have shoals on Nuanti 
the sides, for the fishes to sun themselves in, and lay amp 
their spawn on; besides in other places certain holes, Nonds, 
hollow banks, shelves, roots of trees, islands, &c. to Whese p 
serve as their retiring places. Consider further, whe- hs the | 
ther yqur pond be a breeder, if so, never expect any Ir ban 
large carps from thence; the greatness of the number Weautif, 
of 5pawn overstocking the pond. tt: a. 
Mr. Tul, in order to preventthg excessive increase ent, is 
of fish in his ponds, first practise castration On them, e built 
which made them grow larger than their usual size. Ir holle 
But I think the operation peculiarly cruel, and the he sha; 
purpose of it only a detestable piece of Apician re- e flat 

zanement, | 


For 


6 


For large carps a store pond is ever accounted the 
best; and to make a breeding-pond become a store- 
pond, see what quantity of carps it will contain 
"Ws, then put in all -z/ters or all spawners, whereby in & 
Ari little time you may have carps that are both large and 

exceedingly fat. Thus, by putting in one sex, 

there is an impossibility of the increase of them; yet 
| are Wthe roackes, notwithstanding this precaution, will 
one multiply. Reserve some great waters for the head 
rom ¶ quarters of the fishes, whence you may take, or 

wherein you may put any quantity thereof. And be 
Ted, sure to have stews, and other auxiliary waters, so as 
like- Wyau may convey any part of the stock from one to 
wich the other, so to lose no time in the growth of the 
und. Whches, but employ your water, as you do your land, 


to the best advantage. View the grounds, and find 
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8. out some fall between the hills, as near a flat as may 
xe at Ide, so as to leave a proper current for the water. If 
ch of there be any difficulty of judging of such, take an op- 
nat it Wortunity, after some sudden rain, or breaking up of 


great snow in winter, and you will plainly see 
viuch way the rere, casts; fer the water will take 
e true fall, and run accordingly. | 
The condition of the place must determine the 


Is on ¶uantity of the ground to be covered with water. For 
d lay Example, I may propose in all fifteen acres, in three 
holes, Wonds, or eight acres in two, and not less; and 
cc. to Whese ponds should be placed one above another, 80 
whe- Ws the point of the lower may almost reach the head 
Ct any Ir bank of the upper, which contrivance is no less 


eautiful than advantageous. 1 

The head, or bank, which by stopping the cur- 
: . 

nt, is to raise the water, and so make a pond: must 

e built with the clay and earth taken out of the pan 


ie shape of the pan to be an half oval, whereof the 


run square from it. 
G For 


r hollow, dug in the lowest ground above the bank: 


e flat to come to the bank, and the longer diameter © 


' 


/ 
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For two large ponds, of three or four acres a piece, | 
it is adviseable to have four stews, each two rod; ba 
wide, and three long. The stews are usually in gar. . 
dens, or near the house, to be more handy, and bettet fre 
Iooked to. The method of making them, is to carry be 
the bottom in a continual decline 2 one end, with Ju 
a mouth to favour the drawing them with a net. N 


ARCANA 
IN 
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To eatch Fishes. 
IT. nettles and cinque foil, chop them small 
ru 


then mix some juice of hoyse-leek with them; 

your hands therewith, then throw it into the wa- 

ter, and keep your hands in it, the fishes will come 
to them. Or take heart-wort and lime, mingle them 
together, and throw them into a standing water, and 
it will fox them ; when you may easily take them, 
But the best method is to take Coculus Boos which 
is a poisonous narcotic, called also bacce pricatorie, 
fisher's berries, and pound them in a mortar, then 


make balls of the paste which will be produced (by 
adding a sufficient quantity of water) about the 512: 


of a pea, and throw them into a standing water ; the - 
fish that taste of it will soon become intoxicated, and i » Y 


will rise and lie on the surface of the water: put 
your landing net under them and take them out. 
| S Fr | 
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Coculus Indicus is a little berry, about as big as 4 
bay . but more of a kidney shape, having a 
wrinkled outside, with a seam running lengthways 
from the back to the navel: it is of a bitterish taste, 
being the fruit of a tree described in the seventh vo- 


lume of the Hortus Malabaricus, under the name of 


Naslatum, bearing leaves in the shape of a heart, and 
bunches of five-leaved white flowers, which are suc- 
ceeded by their berries: They grow in Malabar, 
in the Last Indies. They are seldom used in physic, 
being accounted to be of a hurtful and pernicious na- 
ture, but their principal use is for catching fishes: the 
famous Cardan's celebrated receipt for this purpose 
runs thus: take of the berries of the Oriental Cocus a 
quarter of an ounce; of cumin and boiling water, 


each two ounces; of cheese one ounce, and of meal 


three ounces; after bruising them together form thert 


into small balls: Others mix the berries with old 


cheese, honey and wheaten meal, of which th 
form small balts to be thrown to fishes. Others for 


this purpose mix a variety of other substances with 


these berries; but after all their pains, their is no ne- 
cessity for so troublesome an apparatus, since I have 
known by experience, says Ray, that a simple ball of 
the powder of these intoxicating berries, made up with 
wheaten meal and water, is equally efficacious for 
stupifying, and at last killing tishes ; for that fishes, 
as some assert, are, by Lating balls of this kind only 
rendered vertiginous and stupid for awhile, but soon 


return to their natural state, is not confirmed by ex- 


perience; for my own experience, wh Mr. "Ray, 
uadrates with the opinion of those fishes spoken of 


y the learned Condronchius, who affirms that fishes 
are soon killed by balls of this kind. But I do not 
know, whether, as they assert, they soon become pu- 
trid, and fall into pieces, unless they are speedily taken 
should 
object, 


out of the water, If, says Condronchiius, a 
| G 2 
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object, that, upon taking these balls, the fishes sv im 


up and down with uncommon haste and precipita- 
tion, by which means their intoxication, or vertigo, 
is produced; I answer, that they do not ramble thus 
in consequence of their vertigo, but in consequence 
of the intolerable pain they feel from that unfriendly 
substance, just as other animals do, especially men, 
when they are racked with any intense pain. I readi- 
ly grant, that by these balls fiches are rendered verti- 
ginous, and as it were intoxicated ; but at the same 
time l affirm, that they are soon after killed; for J am 
not much of opinion, that they are rendered vertigi- 
nous, and killed by the bitter and acrid, or by some 
hitherto unknown quality of these berries. I will not, 
however, take upon me to determine, whether fishes 
killed in this manner may be safely eaten, but with 
Condronehins, lam of opinion, that no danger attends 
the use of them, as an aliment, if they are gutted and 
boiled as soon as taken. That these berries are hot, 
and by means cold, as all opiates certainly are, as also 
Aatthiolus, and others maintain, notwithstanding 
their narcotic quality, is ufficiently obvious from their 
acrid and bitter taste, as also by the other effects pro- 
duced by them, as Condronchius has evidently de- 
monstrated. This same author is of opinion, that 
these berries are by no means possessed of a poison- 
ous and deleterious quality, and it is not by this, but 
by their bitterness and prinfiry qualities, that fishes 
are killed; the contrary to me seems plain, from 
a story related by Arnatus. A certain school-master, 
asking for cubebs, from an ignorant apothecary, re- 
—_ these berries in their stead. When the school- 
master had greedily devoured three or four of them, 
he was scized with a nausca, hiccough, and anxiety, 
whichsymptoms, together with the danger they threat- 
ened, were immediately removed, by administering a 


vomit ; he reasoning is weak, and more about words 
than 
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than facts, and may be equally said of opium; the 
absurdity of which is evident to all who know the 
nature and operation of hypnotics. | | 
This description of the Oriental Cocus, I am in- 
debted to the late ingenious Dr. Cook for, but I must 
beg leaye to make some observations, which seem to 
have escaped the Doctor, and the great authorities 
that he has quoted. 


1. I know from actual experience, that there 
needs no other process, for making these berries up, 
than that which I have set down; as for the wheat- 
en- meal, which Mr. Ray mentions, it is totally use - 
less, the plain berries-pounded, and made into a paste, 
by adding water, being a sufficient preparation. 

2. It not only depends upon the size of the fishes, 
dut upon the quantity of the paste which they pick 
up, which makes these berries. kill the fishes, or only 
renders them vertiginous, or intoxicated ; if you take 
them out with a landing- net, and put them into a 
sufficient quantity of water, those * recover 
which have only had a small share of*the paste, and 

aned, with 


may be eaten, when well gutted and g 
the greatest-safety. 

3. That these berries are of a deletetyqgps nature, 
is sufficiently obvious, by what has been aid before. 
A porter-brewer, in London, some time Ago, forfeit- 
ed a considerable sum, for fining his liquor, with these 
berries. It is but necessary to know the secrets; 
but I am sure no true lover of angling. will ever 
make use of them; only by being acquainted with 
them, it will enable him to detect poachers; and I 
hope, when he meets with any, Le il put in 
full force the laws against them, oo tl ap- 
5 to clear the country of such a set of ras- 
cals. : 


* 


G3 9 


66 A CONCISE TREATISE ON 
D take a Pike, as he lies basking in March or 
7 August. % 


Take a long pole, or rod, that is light and straight, 
and on the small end fasten a running loop of twisted 
horschair and silk, of a large compass; which gently 
draw five or six inches over the gills; and then hoist 
him to shore as quick as possible. If i is a small 
one, draw it not on so far, and keep very silent; you 
r, also take him with a hand net, by putting it 
under him very gently, and then taking him up as 
quick as you can. 


Ointments to allure Fishes to bite. 


As the ointments to allure fishes are almost innu- 
merable, I shall only communicate to the reader. a 
tew o&the best and most approved. 

Take gum- ivy and put a good deal of it into a 
box made oOo, and chafe and rub the inside of it 
with this g When you angle, put three or four 
worms into I but they must not remain there long, 
for if they dF it will kill them: then take them out, 


and fish them putting more in their places as 
ou wan hem out of your worm-bag. Gum-1vy 
is tears wich drop from the body of large ivy trees, 


| being wouzled, and is of a yellowish red colour, of a 


the shops counterfeit and good for nothing. J here- 


fore, gum ivy, about Michaclmas, or in the 
spring Ae several great nails into rg ivy stalks, 
wrig Same till they become very loose, and let 


| id the gum willjssue thereout. 
Abos t ivy Ks, at the time above 
mentioned, and visit them once a month, and gather 
the gum which flows from the wounded part. I his 
will very much improve the angler's success. Pro- 
batum est. 
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Take assafeetida three drachms, camphor one ditto, 
Venice 


the chemical oil of 
e, anoint eight 
inches 
excellent for a trout in muddy water, and for gud- 
ons in clear. Probatum est. 
Assafcetida grows in Media, Lybia, and Syria; it 
is a gummy juice of Laser, Laserpitium, or Sylphion, 
gathered from the root or stalk when cut open ; chuse 
that which is pure, fine, and clammy, and smelling 
almost hke garlic. 
often adulterated by mixing meal, bran, and the gum» 
Sagapenum together. 
Camphor is a resinous gum, partly flowing of its 
own accord, but chiefly by incision, from a tall tree 
growing in India: The An Camphor is best. 
Chuse that which is white and clear like chrystal, 


strong scented, will easily crumble between the fin- 


ers, and being set on fire, is difficult to be extin- 
uished. There is a fictious sort, which being put 
into a hot loaf, will parch, but the true will melt; it 
will keep many years in flax-seed if itgis not exposed 
f ö nd consume 


to nothing. ; 
Mr. Walton, in his Complete Ange, says, that 


if you dissolve gum ivy in oil of spike, anoint your 


hait for a pike with it, that he will take it the 
sooner. 8.5 

I shall now give the Reader the ne plus ultra of 
all these kinds of ointments; which he cannot. set 
too high a value on. Lake cats fat 
the best assgfqet) a 9 s, Mumm 
finely powfle ifto7 cprrifin owdered, 
two scruples, and camphor, galbanum and, Venice 
turpentine, of each one drachm, and civet two 


grains. Make them, $ecundum artem, into a thinnish 
ointment, wich the chemical oils of lavender, anni- 


seed, 


rpentime one ditto, pound altogether in 


your line with it, next your hook, and it is 


It will keep many years, but is 


ron's fat, and 
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seed, and camomile, and keep in a narrow-mouthed 
and well glazed gallipot, coyered with a bladder and 
leather, and it will bee keep two years. When you 
want to use it, put sie into Petnalſaþtf pe witer 
box, and anoint your line with s it, abobt*%ight or 
nine inches from the hook, and when it is washed 
off, repeat the unction. Probatum est. 


How to make Fish- Hooks. 


In order to make a good hook, there are requisite 
a hammer, a kmfe, a pair of tincers, an iron 5em:- 
cleam, a file, a wrest, a bender, tongs both long and 
short, an anv:/, and steel needles of different sizes. 
Heat a needle of the size you want in a charcoal fire, 
and raise the beard with your-knite, then let it cool. 
Sharpen che point either with. a file or on a grind- 
stone, then put it into the fire again, and bend it into 
what shape you please; make the upper part of the 
shank four square, and file. the edges smooth, then 
put it into the fire a third time, and heat it gently, 
—take it out suddenly, and plunge it into water, and 
your f is finished. | 


Glue for Angling Rods. 


Pour som water on some quick lime, until the 
ebullition ceases, then pour the water fiom it, and 
boil your glue very gently with this water, and it will 
make a very good glue. 


A Receipt that renders Leather more capable to 
keep out wet. 


As dry feet Arevvery -fiecendþ to TY I have 
copied an excellent receipt för the angler's use, that 
wall prevent his boots or shoes letting in water. Take 
a pint of linseed oil, with half a pound of mutton 
suet, ng or eight ounces of bees-wax, and. a halts 


Penny 
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penny worth of rosin ; boil all these in a pipkintoge- 
ther, and then let it cool till it be lukewarm : take a 
little hair brush, and lay it on your boots; but it is 
much better to be laid on the leather before the boots 
are made, and brushed with it -once over when they 
are; as for your old boots and shoes, you must brus 
them with it when they are dry. As I am now act» 
ing the part of physician, let me advise you, whenever 
you are out in the heat of summer a fishing, and are 
thirstly, never to drink water, as the consequences 
arising from such an indiscretion may prove fatal; 
q but either take a little brandy or rum out with you, 
: in a wicker bottle, ar wait till you come to some 
house where you can have a little; the effects it has 
1 of quenching the thirst, and cooling the body,. are 
* instantaneous. 8 ; 
The angler being now furnished with every requi- 
1 site for the art of ee e his strictly adher- 
3 ng to the theory laid down, in his practice, is the 
only thing he has to do; and he may depend on his 
25 endeavours being crowned with success. The se- 
cond part of this little essay will treat of artificial fly- 
fis/lung, under every head that can prove of utility to 
the angler ; which certainly bears the bell in that de- 
| liphtful recreation; that adds strength and vigour to 
tlie the body, keeps the mind in a boos, State of serenity 
and and tranquility, and alleviates the cares and troubles 
will attendant on mortality. [ET 
In short, how delightful is-every species of this di- 
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version, in such a paradise as the poet describes | 
to } 
Behind, where alders from the weather screen, | | 
Before, the lawn presents its lengthen'd scene : | 
have Close on that side trills soft the 2 brook, 
that While this fresh woods, and sloping hills o'erlook: 


Take Thick over head the rose and woodbine meet, 


tron Uniting Shade to shade, and sweet to sweet; 
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The pea and blooming bean their odours yield, 
And new-mown hay perfumes the fragrant field. 
To hear the nightingale delights the meads, 

And grasshoppers chirp shrill amid the reeds: 
While from the pinfold, there, the bleating sheep 
Cheer the still twilight and divert from sleep: 
The gales perfume, the echo's mimic sound, 
The night-bird's song, and lowing kind around; 
In hollow banks, the hum of must'ring bees, 
And zephyrs whisp'ring soft amid the trees. 


END. OF THE FIRST PART. 


PART THE SECOND. 


THE 
COMPLETE FLY-FISHER; 
OR, 


EVERY MAN HIS OWN FLV- MAKER. 


With pliant rod athwart the pebbled brook, 
Let me, with judgment cast the feather'd hook. 
Silent along the mazy margin stray, 

And with the fur-wrought fly delude the prey. 
To frame the litle animal, provide 

All the gay hues that wait on female pride : 
Let Nature guide thee : ſometimes golden wire 
The shining bellies of the fly require; 

The Peacock's plumes thy tackle muſt not fail, 
Nor the dear purchase of the ſable's tail. 
Each gaudy bird some slender tribute brings, 
And lends the growing inſect proper wings: 
Silks of all colours must their aid impart, 
And every fur promote the ſisher's art. 


et” THE "i 
"COMPLETE FLY-FISHER, 
Se. Sc. 


AA. 


Qbservations concerning Artificial Fly Angling, with 
proper Directions for the Angler's ' Rods, Lines, 
&c. Oc. 


HE art of artificial fly-angling, certainly has the 
| - pre-eminence over the other various methods 
hat are used to take fishes in the art of angling. It 
requires a great deal of ingenuity and attention, 


oth pleasant and agreeable. 'The angler is not con- 
ned to any particular part of the water in fly-fishing, 
dut roves Goat one place to another, trying his. for- 
une, by throwing his flies into different eddies, and 


ve of the speckled trout ; enjoying at the same time 
ie harmonious warblings of the numerous songsters 
f the groves; beholding the diversity of the pros- 
x<Cts spread around them, and gaining that health and 
erenity of mind, not to be purchased by all the riches 
a the universe. The imitations of nature, in regard 
o the flies necessary for his use, suiting the different 


olours so exactly as to resemble che natural fly; 


nd observing the greatest nicety in regard to its sym- 
etry, contribute to make it still more delightful. 


henever he makes a 12 let him have the natural 


one 


and the variety, which attends it, makes it at once 


ke most likely places he meets with, to make a cap- 
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one always before him, which will enable him tg 
be a competent judge of the materials most neces. 
sary to dub it with; a list of which, and of the bes 
way to make the Palmer and May fly (which are the 
ground of kay nag rag ins ny I shall-give him by 
and by; for if he is not able to make his own flies, 
he never will be a good fly- fisher, nor experience that 
pleasure, which he will receive by taking fishes with 
one of his own» making. He must never think a fly 
ill made, because it will not kill fishes as well in any 
other river as that he particularly angles in; because 
the same flies differ very much both in colour and 
size in different counties; besides which, flies that 
will be taken on their peculiar water one year in 
April, will perhaps not be taken in the next till the 
middle of May, the whole depending on the warmth 
er coldness of the season. | 
It is a good plan for an angler, When he has taken 
a proper fly, to make one in imitation of it, then try 
#; andd if it kills fish, coil it up neatly, and keep it in 
a box as a sample, upon the lid of which let there be 
written the name of the river, and the time it is ge- 
nerally taken. I shall now proceed to give the an- 
ler a description of the rods and lines, best calculated 
1 Artificial Ny fishing; but before I do, shall make 
this one observation: that theory, without practice, 
can never make a man a proficient. 5 
Rods and Lines $1 per for Artificial Fl NA. 
im, &c. oy 


As for your artificial fiy-rod, the directions given 
in the first part of this treatise are sufficient, only be 
careful that the materials which it is composed 2 are 
well seasoned and free from knots, and that the 
whole is exactly perfect in regard to symmetry. 

The length of the fly-rod is generally from about 
fourteen to seventeen feet long; which is long enough 
$ off for 
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for any one who understands fly- fishing to throw 
twelve yards of line with one hand, and seventeen 
with both. | 

To make a' fly-rod, that will be exceedingly neat 
and pleasant in hand, you must observe the following 
method. : 

Procure a nice breadth of ash-plank, free from 
knots, perfectly sound, and about seven feet long; let 
it be turned in the lathe so as to run taper from the 
but end, which should be so thick and no more than 

ou can with ease grasp in your hand; then have it 
ferrelled, or bind it to a piece of hazel seven feet 
long, and in exact taper proportion to the ash. As 
you may not be able to get a piece of hazel so long, 
that will run perfectly taper, it may consist of two or 


three pieces; then add to the hazel a nice piece of 


yew (in the same proportion to the hazel as that 1s 
to the ash) two feet long, made round, taper, and 
smooth, and to that, piece a bit of small, round, and 


taper whale-bone, six inches long; then the rod will 


be completed: and if just symmetry is observed, 
through the whole; it will be a most excellent one. 

Some use deal for making the bottom of the rod, 
because they say it is more light; but I in answer 
to that aver, that it is not half so strong and lasting, 
and that the ash, on account of its strength, may be 
turned in the lathe, or plained down, to be every jot 
as light as the deal, and that the angler, when he 
has hooked a good fish, need never fear its snapping 
ort, as deal will, because it is the nature of the 
wood to bend almost double, and will always, if well 
seasoned, return to its former straitness. - Let your 
rod, thus made, be ringed for the line to pass through, 
with small brass rings, about a foot distant from each 
other, and at the but end let there be a spike made 


to screw in, which you will find very convenient; 


and you mays if you like to alter the colour of your 
ont (though it does not signify so much in ash as 
s | 2 ; in 
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With your hand, and it will make it a cinnamon, or 
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in deal, (whose whiteness would scare the fish,) fii d 
warm it before the fire, and then dip a feather in, 
aqua fortis, put it on the ash, and then chafe it in 


rather a puce, or flea colour, 

Your fly-line should be about thirty yards long, and. 
wound on a small brass multiplying winch, which 
is to be placed on the but of your rod; then you. 
must run the line throngh the rings beforementioned, 
and you may always command the length without, 
the trouble of changing the line, and shorten it when 
you come to places encumbered with wood. The. 
general length that. you should have off your reel 
must be about four yards longer than your rod, nay, 
sometimes the line must be twice the length of the 
rod; for to ie fine, and far eff, is the standing rule 
for trout fishing. But it will be a long time before 
you are able to throw a dib line with nicety at the ge- 
neral length ; yet, as you can always lengthen or. 
Shorten it by means of the winch, 158 may, if you are 
expert, and are a true lover of angling, after some tri- 
als, accomplish it. Never encumber yourself with too 
much line at first, but increase tlie length of it as you 
find you make improvement; and as it is ten to one, 
that you lose a fly every time, you cast your line, | 
until you are arrived at some degree of perfection in 
doing it, it will not be amiss to practise sometimes 
without one. But let me return to the subject: your 
line should run taper from the top of the rod down 
to the fly, that is, if the first link is composed of 
thirty-five hairs, the next must be of thirty- four; $0. 
leaving out one hair in each link, till the whale is com- T. 
pleted; then comes the silk worm gut, on which you an 
should whip all your hooks. | Fly, 

But the best lines for artificial fly-angling are those 
that are wove, and are all one piece, anf are to bz r 
bought at any of the shops in London, where fishing . 
tackle is sold, and run taper like the lash of a 19 8 e hj 
FS iis 1 N | whip, + 
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fu hip, and may be had at any length; as from thirty 
er in, Wl to forty yards, &c. | 
t in These are the only lines that can be used on a 
„ or {MW winch, because they have no knots to prevent their 
running glibly through the rings of the rod. 

and. By the line being made taper, you will be able to 
hich throw it into any place * like with the greater ex- 
you ness, and it will fall much lighter on the water, 
ned, which will very much increase your sport. 

hout, Your lines being thug made, there will be almost 
vhen {Mz continual regular decline, from the but of the rod 
The, Niown to the very fly, which will be very much in 
reel Hour favour, in respect to casting it with nicety; and 


nay, when you have fastened your hook to a boug of a 
f the, Nee, or a bush, so that you cannot disengage it with-- 
rule MWout breaking your line, you will not lose above one 
efore Mor two links 1 44 at most, on account of the line be- 
e ge- Kronger, the nearer it is to the top of the rod, 

n or MW The reader now being informed of the rod and: 
u are Woes best calculated for artificial fly-fisking, I shall 
e tri- the next chapter give him a list of the materials he 
h too ust. be in possession of, before he attempts to make 
s you es, and afterwards give him the best instructions 
one, u making them. Wars 
line, | 

on in il n | PII 

times, Wi POT: 

your 

down 3 

ed of 8 C HAP. II. 

r; $0 | | | * 

com- Ts of the materials necessary for an Angler to have, 
1 you of the lest Mathod to mate the Palmer and May- 
those | 


to be FYEFORE: I proceed to give the angler a list of 
hing WÞ+ the articles which he 8. to provide, let me ad- 
coach Be him to have a small cabinet made to keep them 
WBip, ll © | H 3 in, 
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in, with sixteen drawers in it, and a few pigeon. 


holes, and on each drawer let there be a- written la- 


bel, intimating the contents of it, which he will find 
to be much better than putting them indiscriminately 


into a dubbing bag; because when he wants to use 


them, he can go to each separate article without any 
trouble. The sixteen drawers arc to hold the follow- 
ing materials. 


No. 1, Hog's Down, 


Combed from the roots of the bristles of Sach, 
red, whittsh and sandy coloured hogs ; the white down 
you may have dyed to any colour you like. It is ex- 
cellent ubbing, because it will stand the water, and 
shines well. Lo be a competent, judge of the real 
colour of any dubbing, you must hold it between the 
sun and your eyes. T his is a standing rule when you 
imitate a fly. j 


No. 2. Camel's Hair, 


Of a dart and light colour, and one in the medium 
of. both. 


No. 3. Badger's Hair, 
The brown soft fur which is on the skin, and the 


Blac Rest. = 4 


No. 4 Bear's Hair, 


Grey, dun, tight and darꝶ coloured, bright, brown, 


and ahonung brown. | 


No. F. Spaniel's Hair, 


From the different parts of a spaniel, especially 
from behind the car, brown, dark N bgkt brown, 
_ r N 
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No. 6. Sheep” s Wool, 
Of all colours, both — and artificlal; vou 
may have it dyed to any colour. . 


No. 7, Stal's Far. c 


To be had at the trunk-makers ; get it dyed from 
the lightest to the darkest brown, and you will find 1 
i much better dubbing than cow or calye' s hair. | 'þ | 


No. 8. Mohairs.. , 


Of all colours, black, Blue, purple, white, violet, 
yellow and tawney, philomat from feuille morte, a. 
dead leaf; and Jabella, which is a whitish yellow, 
or soiled buff colour. I cannot pass by this article + 
without giving the_ reason why this last colour was 
zo called. 

The arch - duke Albertus, who had married the In- 
fanta Isabella daughter of Philly the second, king , 
of Spain, with whom he had. the Low Countries in. 
dowry, in che year-1602, having determined to lay a 
rigge to Ostend, then in possession of the heretics; 
his pious princess, who attended him in the expedi- . 
tion, made a vow, that till it was taken, she would. , 
never change her clothes. 3 to expectation, 
as the, story goes, it was three years before the place 
was reduced, in which time her Highness's linen had 
acquired the above-mentioned hue. 


* 
— . 
— — . 
- 
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Neo. 9. Cow's Hair, 


The softest you can get from a Black, brinded, and ; 
red, cow ; and of these colours, have own, dark 
irown, light brown, and Nack. 1 


„ Ns 
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. 10. Colts, or Calves Hair. 


These afford very good dubbing, and a variety, es- 
pecially those hides that have been tewed, or dressed 


in a skinner's lime- pit; but, as J said before, seal's 
fur dyed, is much better than either cos, or either 
of the hairs of these two; because it is not - 80 
harsh, and does not require so much trouble to work 
it on the hook; and observe further, that this fur is- 
for small flies, and hog's down for large ones: 

No. 11. 


Camlets, 


Both Wir and worsted of all colours, blue, yellaw, 


dun, brown, dark brown, light brown, red, vialet, Pan- 
hoc blacks haxse-flesh, pink, and orange. 


No. 12. Furs 


Of the Squirrel, especially his tail; a fare, the part 
off the neck, which is a withered fern colour; fox 
ub, from the tail where it is downy and of an ash co- 
lour; an old fox, and. old otter, otter-cub; fulimart, or 
filmert; a mole, a black cat tail; a Hue mouse, and 
waeer rat; a. marten, particularly. from- off the gills, 
or spots under che jaws, which is of a fine om: 
These are all to de had at che furrier' 9. 


No. 13. Hicks. 


These are the feathers chat hang from the head of 
a cock, down his neck, and bw near his tail, they 
are particularly used in making the Palmer-fly ; get 
the following colours of them, viz: red, dun, yellow- 


1 "white, orange, and black; let not the fibres of 
Whenever you 
meet with a cock, whose hackle is of a strong brown 


them be above half an inch long. 


and make 0 most of the hackles. 
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Note, the feathers of a bantum, or cock chick, are 
good for nothing. f ; 


No, 14. :Ftachers, 


To make the wings of artificial flies, &c. it is ne-; 
cessary to be provided with all kind of feathers ;- 
procure therefore those from the back, and other: 
parts of the wild mullard, or drake ; of a partridge,, 
particularly the red ones in the tail; those of a cect. 
pieasant's breast and tail; also the wings of a stare, 


or starling, jay, land. rail, Black- bird, throstle, feld- 


are, water-coot, and a brqwn hen ; likewise the top 
or cop, of a pevit, plover, or lap-wing, peacock's herl, 
green, copper-coloured, and white; also black g-, 
Hill's herl, and feathers from the neck and wing of, 
a heron. Observe, that in many instances hereafter 

that you. will meet with, where the mallard's feather. 
s set down for the wings of an artificial fly, that the 

starling will be preferable, because it is of a finer 
grain, and will not imbibe the water so much. 


— 


No. 15. Carpets and Blanket. 


There is very good dubbing to be got from }/ankers, , 
also-from an old Turkey carpet; untwist the yarn, and, 
ick out the wool, then separate the colours, wrap 
them up in different papers, and lay them by. 


No. 16. Silks, Sc. 


In this drawer, which is the last, keepsmall, though 
trong 5/2, ot all colours, wrapt on little reels ; also 
aw Sik; gold and silver Hatted wire, or twist ; hooks 
a small chip boxes, with the number of the size of 
ach marked on the outside; wax of all colours, and 
zedles ; a 5harp pen knife, and a small sharp pair of 
art, made quite angular, with large bows for the © 
gers. I BY N ö C's px, EF & 4 


N. B. 


A 4 


. 
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VN. B. When you make the Palmer-fly, suit the 
colour of the silk to the hackle you dub with, a du: 
hackle requires yellow silk; a black hackle, sky-blu: 
ilk; a brown or red hackle, red silk; when you make 
flies that are not Palmer's, dub with silk that resem- 
bles the colour most predpminant, in the fly; and in 
making your flies, remember to mix bear's hair, and 
hog's down, with your other dubbing; because they 
repel the water ;. make your flies always in hot sun- 
shiny weather, for your waxed silk will then draw 
Eindly; and When you take the dubbing to imitate a 
fly, always wet it, and then you will be perfect in 
your imitation ; for although the dubbing when dry 
may suit, yet when it is wet it may be quite another 
colour, Marten's fur is the best yellow you can 
USE, | x 


How to make the Palmer and May-Fly. 


There have been various disputes, whether the pal- 
mers Should be made wich wings or not, all exceed- 
ingly idle and futile, therefore! dare venture to say 
they should not, nor will Lever recant from what J 
aver, until some one can assure me for a truth, that 
they have seen a caterpillar, or worm, with wings; 
a species of which they. certainly are. No one as yet 
has ever given an account how to make the pa/mcr- 
worms, bot what has beef erroneous, dark, and un- 


Iatelligible, that it would be impossible for a tyro in 


the art of angling to make either head or tail of it. 
Therefore I shall inform the reader how to perform 


it in so plain and easy a manner, - that if he has got 
"av * of mechanism in his composition, he will 
' tully 


ly comprehend the method; but if, after all, he 
should find himself at a logs; the only thing 1 can re- 
commend him to do, is to see some sk ilful hand make 

both the Palmen and May iy. | 
First lay all the materials by the side of you, ac” 
alf 
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half a yard of fme round even i, worm gut; half 4 
yard of red ill, well waxed with wax of the samè 


the fore - finger and thumb of your left hand, with 
the shank towards your right hand, and with the 
hey point and beard of the hook not under your fingers, 
-un- but nearly parallel with the tops of them: afterwards 
raw take the silk, and hold it like wise about the middle of 
ite a it, with your hook, one part laying along the inside 
X in of it to your leſt hand, the other to the right; then take 
dry chat part of the silk which lies towards your right 
ther {MW hand, between the fore finger and thumb of that hand, 
can and holding that part towards your left, tight along the 

inside of the hook, whip that to the right, three or 

four times round the shank of the hook towards the 

right hand; after which; take the sit worm gut, and 

lay either of its ends along the inside of the shank of 
i pal- the hook, till it comes near the bend of it; then hold 
ceed- Iche hook, sil, and gut, tight between the fore finger and 
o 527 chumb of your left hand, and afterwards give that 
hat I Wart of the sie to your right hand, three or four 
that Nwhips more over both hoc and gut, tall it comes near 
the end of the shank, and make a loop and fasten it 
tight; then whip it neatly again over both silk, gut 
and hook, till it comes near the bend of tlie hook; 


xd un- Naſter which make another loop, and fasten it again; 
tyre in then, if che gut should reach further than the bend of 
of it. he hook, cut it off, and your hook will be whipped 
* on, and the parts of the sillk hang from tlie bend 
as got ok it. | 


Having proceeded so far, wax the longest end of 
ul, he he silk again, and take three or four strands of an 
n rer strich's feather, and holding them and the hook, as 
make In the first position, the feathers to the left hand, and 


„I chat you waxed last, whip them three or four” 
182 | | times 


colour; a hook, the size No. 6; a needle; some 
strands of an Ostric/”s feather, and a fine red hackle .; 
then take the hook, and hold it by the bend, between 


e roots of them in the bend of the hook, with the 


"vx A CONCISE TREATISE on 


then turning the strands to the right hand, and twist- 

ing them and the silk together, with the fore finger 

{| and thumb of your -right hand, wind them round 
1 che shank of the hook till you come to the place where 
i! you first fastened, then make a · loop and fasten them 
again; if the strands should not be long enough to 

| ' _- wandas far as is necessary round the shank, when the 
silk gets bare, you must twist others on it. Having 
performed this, take your scissars, and cut the body ot 
the palmer into an oval form, that is, small at the 
1 bend and the end of the shank, but full in the centre: 
11 do not cut tao much of the dubbing off. Now both 
1 the ends of the silk are separated, one at the bend, 
11 another at the end of the shank, wax them both 
again; then take the hackle, hold the small end of 
| it between the fore finger and thumb of your left 
nt hand, and stroke the fibres of it with those of your 
night the contrary way from which they are formed; 

I bold your hook as in the first position, and place the 
point of the hackle in its- bend, with that side which 

rows. nearest the cock upwards; and then whip it 
tight to the hook: but in f - 2ning it, tie as few fibres 
in as you can possibly a d: the hackle being. fast, 
take it by the great end, and keeping the side nearest 
the cock to the leſt hand, begin with your right hand 
| to wind it up the shank upon the dubbing ; stopping 
4 " _ every second turn, and holding what you have 
1 wund, tight with your left fingers, whilst with the 


3 | times round; make a loop, and fasten them tight; 
| 


| needle you pick out the fibres you will unavoidably 
| take in; proceed in this manner till you come to the 
| place where you first fastened, and where an end of 
a the silk is; then clip off those fibres of the hackle II 
| which you held between your finger and thumb, N 4: 

close to the stem, and hold the stem close to the 
hook: afterwards take the silk in your right hand, and 
Whip the stem very fast to the hook; then make a 
1 loop, and fasten it tight: take your,pen-knife, * if 
10 | at 
[| | : 


which 
hip it 
fibres 
g. fast, 
earest 
t hand 
pping 
;haye 
ith the 
idably 
to the 
end of 
hackle 
humb, 
to the 
19, and 
nake a 
and it 
that 


THE ART OF ANGLING. 


fhat part of the stem next the shank of the hook is 
as long as the part of the hook which is bare, pare 
it fine, wax your silk, and bind it neatly on the re- 
maining bare part of the hook; then fasten the silk 
tight, and spread some shoe-maker's wax very lightly 
on your last binding; after that clip off the ends of 
the remaining silk, both at the shank and bend of the 
hook, and all fibres that start or stand ill conditioned, 
and the whole is completed. | x, 

This is called the Palmer-fly, or plain hackle, and 
may, instead of the ostrich's feather above-mentioned, 
be dubbed with black spamel's fur; and is a very 
excellent killer. There are three more palmer's, 
which are all to be made in the same manner as I 
have laid down, only with different articles, which 
are as follows : | 


. Great Palmer, or Hackle, 


Dubbed the same as the plain hackle with the 
strands off an Ostrich's feather; or a black Spaniel's 
fur, and warped with red peacock's hackle, untrim- 
med; that is, leaving the whole length of the hackle 
Staring out (for sometimes the fibres of the hackle ate 
to be shortened all over, sometimes barbed only a lit- 
tle, and sometimes close underneath) leaving the 
whole length of fibres on the top or back of the fly. 
which * hs it swim better, and on a whirling round 


water kills great fich. Your hook for this pal- 
mer, No. 5. ee 


Golden Palner, or Hackle, PET 

The same dubbing, ribbed with gold twist, and a 
red hackle over all. a | 
Silver Hackle. 


Made with a black body also, silver tust over 
hat, and a red hackle over all. 


1 ' TS 
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The variation chat is to be observed in making 
the gold and silver palmers is this, that when you 


whip the end of the hackle to the bend of the hook, 


you must also do the same to the gold or silver twis, 
and first wind either of them on the dubbing, ob- 
serving that they lie flat on it, and then fasten off; 
afterwards proceed with the hackle as directed: or 
you may wind the hackle on the dubbing first, and 
rib the body with either of the twists afterwards. 
These are the standard hackles in fy-fihing, and 
are taken any month in the year, from nine to eleven 


in the morning, and from one to three in the even- 


ing, and upon any water; though you must have 
different sizes of them, and dubbed with different co- 
lours, that r. may always be able to suit either a 
clear or a dark water, or à btight or cloudy atmos- 
phere ; observing, that mall liglit-coloured flies ar: 
for clear waters and skies; and the largest for dark and 
cloudy ones. 

These palmers (as I said before,) being taken every 
month in the year, when I come to treat of the flies 
proper for each month, I shall not take any notice 
agam of the four which I have set down, for that 
would be.totally unnecessary; but the others that de- 
viate in their size and dubbing from the general rule, 
will be fully expressed. —- 

The angler should always try the Palmers first, 
-when he fishes in a river that he is unaccustomed to; 
and even in that which he constantly uses, without 
he knows what fly is on the water, and they should 
never be changed till he does: the only way to come 


to the true knowledge of which, he must observe an; 


old establised rule laid down for that purpose; ans as 
it is poetically described by Mr. Gay, I shall give i 
him in that dress. | | 
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Mark well the various seasons of the year, 
How the succeeding insect race appear; 
In this revolving moon one colour reigns, 
Which in the next the fickle trout disdains. 
Oft have I seen a skilful angler try 
The various colours of the treach'rous fly; 
When he with fruitless pain hath skimm'd the brook, 
And the coy fish rejects the skipping hook, 
He shakes the boughs, that on the margin grow, 
Which oer the stream a waving forest throw; 
When if an insect fall, (his certain guide) 
He gently takes him from the whirling tide ; 
Examines well his form, with curious eyes; 
His gaudy vest, his wings, his horns and size: 
Then round his hook the chosen fur he winds, 
And on the back a speckled feather binds ; 
So just the colours shine through ev'ry part, 
That Nature seems to live again in art. 


The best Method to make an Artificial Fly, not a 
. Palmer. | 

First hold your hook fast betwixt the fore finger 
and thumb of your left hand, with the back of the 
hank upwards, and the point towards your right 
hand; then take a strong small silk, of the colour 
most predominant in the fly you intend to make, wax 
u well with wax of the same colour, and draw it 
between your finger and thumb to the head of the 
Shank ; das whip it twice or thrice about the bare 
hook, which prevents it slipping, and the shank of 
the hook from cutting the gut: which being done, 
take your gut and draw it likewise between your fin- 
ger and thumb, holding the hook so fast, as only to 
wffer it to pass by, till the end of the gut is near the 
middle of the shank of the hook, on the inside of it; 
12. : then 
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then whip the silk twice or thrice about both gut an 
hook, 6 54 as the strength of the silk will permit; 
after that take the wings, which before you began 0 
make your fly you had str ipped off the stem for its 
wings, and proportional to it, and which lie with 
our other materials by you, (as they always should 
ore you begin) and place that side downwards, 
which grew uppermost before, upon the back of the 
hook, leaving so much only, to serve for the length 
of the wings of the point of the plume, lay ing it te- 
versed from the end of the shank upwards; then 
whip your silk twice or thrice about the root-end of 
the feather, gut, and hook; which being done, clip 


off the root end of the feather close by the arming, 


and then whip the silk fast and firm about the hook 
and gut till you come to the bend of it; and then, if 
the gut goes beyond the bend of the hook, cut it off, 
and make all fast: take then the dubbing, which is to 
make the, body of your fly, as much as you think 
will do, and holding it lightly with your hook, be- 
tween the finger and thumb of your left hand, take 
the silk with the right, and twisting it between the 
finger and thumb of that hand, the dubbing will spin 
itself about the silk, which, when it has done, whip 


it about the armed hook, till you come to the setting 


an of the wings: afterwards take the feather for the 
wings, divide it into two equal parts, and turn them 
back towards the bend of the hook, the one on the one 
$ide, the other on the other; side of the shank, holdin 

them fast in that posture between the fore-tnger — 


thumb of your left hand; which being done, warp 


them so down as to stand, and slope towards the berd 
of the hook; and having warped up to the end of 
the shank, hold the fly fast between the finger and 
thumb of your left hand, and then take the silk be- 
tween those of your right, and where the warping 
ends, pinch or nip it with your thumb nail __ 
your finger, and strip away the remainder of. your 
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dubbing from the silk, which wax again, and then 
with the silk which is newly waxed and bare, whip 
it once or twice about, make the wings stand pro- 
perly, then fasten and cut it off: after which, with 
the point of a needle, raise up the dubbing gently from 
the warp, twitch off the supurfluous hairs of your 
dubbing, leave the wings of an equal length, (or your 
fly ay never swim true) and the whole is com- 
leted. | 
- In this manner you are to make the May-Ay, or 
preen-drake, and all other flies that are not palmers ; - 
the materials to make the green-drake are the follow- 
ing. Vour hook must be No. 5, and you must 
have the white grey: feather of a mallard, for the 
wings, dyed yellow; the dubbing camel's hair, bright 
bear's hair, yellow. camlet, and the soſt down that is 
combed from the bristles of a hog, well mixed toge- 
ther, the body must be long, and ribbed about with 
green silk, or rather yellow, waxed with green wax, 
and three long hairs. for . his tail, from those off a 
sable's. | 
Or. the May-fiy may be dubbed after this method. 
The body of seal's fur, or yellow mohair, a little 
fox-cub down,-and hog's down, or light brown from 
z Turkey carpet, mixed together; ;warpewith green 
and yellow, pale yellow, or red cock's hackle under 
the wings, which are to be the same as in the other 
method of dubbing it. wy An 
As I shall not mention the green-drate, when I 
come to describe the other flies taken in the month 
of May, I will. here give you every particular con- 
cerning it. Hie comes on the water the twentieth of. 
that ' month, and is taken all day long, but best from 
two to four in the evening, and kills most fis from the 
end. of May to the ninth of June. x 
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How to dye the Mallard's feather yellow. 


Take the root of a Barbary tree, and shave it, and 


put to it woody vis, with as much alum as a walnut, 
and boil your feathers in it with rain water, and they 
will be of a fine yellow; or get a little weld and roco, 
and boil your feathers with them, and it will answer 
the same purpose. | | 


n FY 
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CHAP; III. 
The Names, and the best Manner of dubbing the di ſfi 


rent Artificial flies which are gencrally known,” and 
will kill Fishes on any Mater, from the Manth of 
March to the End of September. 


SHALL begin fly-fishing with the month of 
March, that being soon enough to throw a fly 
on the water, nay, in some years, is too soon, ow- 
ing to the back wardness of the season. The incle- 


mency of the weather, before that time, renders the. 


attempt not only unpleasant, but fruitless, to endea- 
vour to take fishes with the fly; and the risk a man 
runs of impairing his health, standing by the water- 
side before the weather is mild and temperate, forms 
an objection more strongly againstit. Let an angler 
be ever 80 fond of fly fishing, he will certainly have 
enough, pethaps a satiety, between the months ct 
March and September; besides, the mind of man 1s 
fend of variety, and there are amusements of the 


field very pleasant and conducive to health; for.l 


myself am entirely of Terence's opinion, that 
Ad primè in vita esse ulile, ut nequid nimis. 
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MARCH. 


The PALMERS. 
2. The Dark Brown. 4. The Torn, or Haws- 


2. The Great /Yhirling thorn Tree Fly. 
Dun. 5. The Blue Dun. 

3. The \Early Brig/t | 6. The Little Black Gnat. 
Browm. 7. The late Bright Brown, 


1. Dubbed with the brown hair off the shank of a 
brinded cow, and the grey feather of a drake for 
wings. 

2. Dubbed with the fur from the bottom of a 
quirrel's tail, and the wings off the grey feather of 
a drake. Or, dubbed with squirrel's fur, mixed with. 
about a sixth part of fine hog's down, the wings of a 
pale orange colour, taken from the quill feather off a 
ruddy hen, the head to be fastened with ash-coloured. 
Sk, and a red unbarbed cock's hackle, may be wrap- 
ped under the wings, and a turn or two lower to- 
wards his tail. T7 /:s 2s. a very killing fly, and is taten 
best late in the evening of a blusteriug warm. day. | 

3. Dubbed with the brown hair off a spaniel, taken 
from behind the ear, or wich that off, a red cow's. 
flank ;_ the wings, the grey feather off a wild drake. 

4 Dubbed with seal's fur, dyed-a perfect black, 
mixed with a little Babeila coloured mohair, the body 
made small, and the wings of a bright mallard's fea- 
mer. A killing fly. - | 

5. Dubbed with the down combed from the neck. 
of a black greyhound, or the roots of a-fox-cub's 
tail, mixed with a little blue violet worsted, upon a 
hook the size No. 9, the wings off the pale part of a 
starling's feather... This fly is a. great killer, and is 
taken 3 eig hit io eleven, and from one to three. _ 
0. Dubbed with black mobair, upon a hook the 

| | $1ZE 
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size No. 9, and the wings the lightest part of a star- 
ling's feather. 1 5 

7. Dubbed with the hair off a cow or calf's hide, 
which has been dressed in a skinner's lime-pit ; if you 
hold it between your eyes and the sun, it will appear 
of a bright gold, or amber colour; the wings off a 


feather of a brown hen. 


APRIL. . 


PALMERS... 


2 The Dark Brown. 4. The Yellow Dien. 


2. The Violet Fly. F. The Forse-flesh Fly. 
3. The Little Whirling- | 6. The mall Bright 
-_ hw | © Brown. 


1. Dubbed or a. small hook, No. 8 or 9, with: 


brown seal's fur, or with browen spaniel's fur, that 
looks ruddy, by being exposed to the weather, mixed: 


with a little violet camlet; warp» with yellow silk, 
and the wings off the- grey teather of a mallard, 
Kills best from erg ht to-eleven. 

2. Dubbed with dark violet stuff, and a little dun 
bear's hair mixed with it; the wings off tlie grey 
feather of a mallard. Ail/s very well from the Sixth 
to the tenth of this month: - 

3. Dubbed with fox-cub down, ash- coloured at 
the roots, next the skin; ribbed about with yellow 
silk, the wings off a pale. grey feather of a mal- 
lard. Or, dubbed wich the same down, and a little 
ruddy brown mixed, warped with grey, or ruddy 
silk, a red hackle, under the wings; which must be 
made from the feather of a land- rail, or ruddy brown 
chicken, which is better. Tais fly comes on the water 
the twelfth of this month, and is taken in the middle 2 
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the day, all the month through, and in blustering weather 
to the end of Tune. 

4- Dubbed with camels hair, and marten's yel- 
low fur, mixed together; or with a small quantity of 
pale yellow cruel, mixed with fox-cub down from 
the tail, warped with, yellow silk ; and the wings off 
a pale sarling* s feather... This fly Is al — eiglit 
to eleven, and from two to four. 

5. Dubbed with blue mohair, and wi pink and 
red colour tammy, mixed, a brown head, and light 
coloured wings. Tis fly; is taken all the mani, two 
hours before sunset till twilight, 

6. Dubbed with spaniel's fur, the wings the lighit- 


est part of a stare's feather. 7aken very well in er 
day, and clear water. 


MAY. 
PALMERs.- 


The May-Þly.. 
. The Dun Cut. | 5. The Grey Drake. 
2. The Store Fly. 6. The Camlet Fly. 


3. The Black May-fly. | 7. The Cow Dung 
4. The Little Yellow May: fly. | Fly. 


1. Dubbed with bear's hair, of a brownish colour, 
with, a little blue and yellow mixed with it; the wings: 
K a brown hen, and two horns at the head from 

the hairs off a squirrel's tail Or, dubbed with bear's 
cub fur, a little yellow and green cruel mixed with 
it, warped with yellow or green; wings off a land- 
al, A great killer in the evening. " of @ Shower y: 


ÞD „ Dubbed with dun bear's hair, mixed with. 
| [tis 
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little brown and yellow camlet, so placed that the fly 
may be more yellow on the belly, and towards the 
tail, than any where else; place two or three hairs 
off a black cat's beard on the top of the hook, in the 
arming it, in such a manner, that they mJy be turned 
up when you warp on the dubbing and stand almost 
upright, and start one from the other, rib the body 
with yellow silk, and make the wings 1g 4 large off 
the dark grey feathers of a mallard. The hook No. 
Thrs is a very great killer, and comes on the water 

about the middle of April, and continues till the end of 
June; it is generally used in swift streams, but i there 
1 @ good wind stirring, it will be taken in the deeps: 
it ig taken bit indifferently in the middle of the day, but 
excellently late and early. | 

3. Dubbed with the strands of a black ostrich's 
feather, ribbed with silver twist, and a black cock's 
hackle over all. A good killer, but not to be compared 
with the Green Drake or Stone Fly. 
4. Dubbed with yellow camlet, or yellow mar- 
ten's fur, the wings off a mallard's feather dyed yel- 
low. This fly is to be made very small, but exactly 
in the shape of the green drake. 
5. Dubbed with whitish hog's down, mixed with 
black spaniel's fur, ribbed with black silk; black 
cat's beard for the whisks of the tail, and the wings 
off the black grey feather of a mallard. Or, dubbed 
with white ostrich's feather ; the end of the body 
towards the tail, off.peacock's her], warping of ash- 
colour, with silver twist, and black hackle, and the 
wings the dark grey feather of a mallard. A very 
killing ſiy, especially towards an evening, when the fishes 
are glutted with the preen drake, | 

6. Dubbed with dark brown shining camlet, rib- 
bed over with very small green silk, and the wings 


off the double grey feather of a mallard. I will Kid 
Small fishes, and continues till the end of June. 

7. Dubbed with light brown and yellow mixed, 
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or dirty lemon - coloured mohair, with the same co- 
Joured hackle under the wings, which. may he either 
made. off the feather of a fand. rail, or a dark grey 
feather of a mallard. 

The size of the hook No. 7. This fly is used in 
cold windy days. s 


JUNE. 
: The PaALMERs. | 
F 1. The Ant Fly. [ 4. The Brown Palmer. 


2. The Purple Gold Pal- | 5. The Great Red Spinner. 


i mer. ö 
„ZZ. The Little Black Gnat. ner. 


4 1. Dubbed with brown and red camlet mixed; the 
wings the pale part of a starling's feather. 

2. Dubbed with purple mohair, ribbed with gold 
twist, and a-red cock's hackle over all. 

3- Dubbed with the black-strands off an ostrich's 
feather, upon a hook the size No. 9, and the wings 
off the lightest part of a starling's A A great 
Uler _ a shower of rain, especially in an evening. 

4 n 
with ash- coloured silk, and a red hackle over all. 


tear's hair mixed together, but there must be bear's 
hair sufficient to make the body appear of a dullish 
red, ribbed with gold twist, the wing's off a stare's 
teather, and a red cock's hackle over the dubbing. 
The hook No. 7. This fly kills very well till the lat- 
ib- er end of August, from six o'clock till twilight, upon a 
ngs Mark coloured water. | 
4 6. Dubbed with the yellow off a spaniel, taken 
from behind the ear, ribbed with gold twist, a red 
ed, Faackle over all, and the wings off a starling's a” 
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6. The Small Red Spin- 


ubbed with light brown seal's hair, warped 
5. Dubbed with 'seal's fur dyed red, and brown 
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The hook No. 8 or 9. This fly kills exatlly at 11, 
Tame time the other spinner does, but when the water i; 
very clear. 


— ms 
JULY. 


The PALMERSV. 


1. The Badger F. 5. The Black Silver Pal. 
2. The Orang 0 15 mer. 

3. The Fas Eh 6. The July Dun. 
4. The Black Palmer. | 


1. Dubbed with the soft 8 fur off a badger's 
shin, warped with red silk, the wings off the dark 


| 7575 feather of a mallard; the head must be red. 
| hrs 


fly is an excellent killer, and ; in Some rivers is take! 

in March and April. 
2. Dubbed with orange-coloured wool ; the wings 
of the feather of a blackbird's wing. Or, dubbet 
with raw orange silk, warped with silk of the same 
colour, ribbed with gold twist, and a black or red 
hackle over all. rs fly is bn in June, when the 
May-fly is over, in hot gloomy weather, and till the en 
of this month. 

3. Dubbed with brown bear's hair, or the fur of 
a black cat's tail; ribbed with yellow silk; and the 
wings off the pale teather of a stare's wing. 


4. Dubbed with the herl off a copper-coloured 
peacock's feather, with a black cock's hackle over it. 


5. Dubbed the same as the Black Palmer ; ribbe 
with silver twist, and black hackle over all. | 
6. Dubbed 97 the down off a water. mouse 
mixed with blueish dyed seal's fur; or dubbed wit! 
the fur off a mole, mixed with a little Marten's fur 
E Warpe 
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warped with ash-coloured silk; the wings off the 
feather of a blue pigeon's wing. A good killer, The 
nige of the hook No. . 


_—_— 


AUGUST. 


The 'PALMERS. 


3. The Late Ant Fly. 4. The Hearth Fly. 
2. The Fern Fly. 5. The Pale Blue | 
3. The NM ite . 6. The Harry Long Legs: 


. Dubbed with the hair off a cow that is of a 
Hackish brown; warp some red in for the tag of 
his tail, the wings off die” feather ob brown hens 
An excellent killer. 

2. Dubbed with the for off a bare” 8. negk, of 4 
fern colour; the wings off a darkish grey fe nher off 
a 1 

Dubbed with thie white herl off a peacock's 
Kalbe, and a white hackle over all. 


4: Dubbed wich the wool off an aged black ewe, 


mixed with same grey colt's hair ; the wings off 
those of a starling's. 

5. Dubbed with very, light blue fur, mixed with a 
little yellow marten's fur, and a blue hacklÞ over all; 
the Win s off the feather of a blue pigeon. A very 
killing 75 from ten in the morning tillilireè in the evenings 
Fhe hook No. 3: 

6. Dubbed with darkish bear's hair, mixed with a 
little blue wool, and a brown hackle over all. Or, 
dubbed with lightish bear's hair, mixed with a few 
hairs of light blue mohair, and a little fox-cub down, 
warped with light grey or pale blue silk, and a dun- 
_ hackle over all ; the head made large. Taken 
eniefly in a cloud wind day. Lie hack No. 5. 

Weſt in W * . 


1 


used in Ay fishing, and what are generally known; 


painting, can point out the beauties or defects of a ; 
picture, neither can a ho in fly-fighing be supposcd n ostri 
to make a proper selection from a list of flies, of Pigeon s 


England er Hales, viz. 
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SEPTEMBER. 

The PaLMERs. 5 70 
1. The Peacock Huckle. | 3. The Late Badger. 7. Ea 
2. The Camel Brown. 4+ The September's Dun. 8. * 
1. Dubbed with peacock's ruddy herl; warped 5 * 
with green silk, and a red cock's hackle over all. 1 Gr, 
2. Dubbed with the hair pulled out of the lime of 12. 7; 

an old wall; warped with red silk, and the wings off I; 3. 


the darkish grey feather of a mallard. 

3- Dubbed with the-fur off a black badger's skin, 
mixed with the softest yellow down off a sanded hog, 
and the wings off the teather of a dark grey mallard. 

4. Dubbed with the down off a mouse; warped 
with sad ash-coloured silk; and the wings off the 
dark-coloured feather of a stare's. Tie kogk No. 9. 


I have given the reader forty» seven of the best flies 


with the best methods of dubbing them; and which, | 
if he pays attention to, and makes his exceptions the day. 
with judgment, he may in time become an excellent 


fly-fisher. brown C 
As it cannot be expected that a man ignorant of 3 0 
e q 


those that are the best calculated for that purpose: black he 
therefore, upon that supposition, and that he may The, 
meet with no impediments to obstruct his progress in 4 black 


attaining that pleasing art, I will give him a selection be of a 


of the best flies from those I have set down for his Ifeather 
use; which if he dubbs, after the directions given, 


and makes proper deviations according to the water 


he fishes in, will undoubtedly kill fish in any part of 
5. Great 
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5. Great Dun. 1 14. May Fly. '1 | 1 

6. Dark Brown. 15. Grey Drake. I BY 

7. Early Bright Brown. | 16. Camlet Fly. | | | 

8, Late ditto. 17. Cow Dung Fly. WS | | 

g. Black Gnat. 18. Little Ant Fly: THY 
110. Yellow Dun. 19. Badger Fh. \; HM 

11. Great Mhirling Dun. 20. Fern Fly, WIT 

12. Little ditto; | 21. Stone Fly, 

13. Dun Cut. * | 


N. B. There are two 5almon flies, which are the 
principal ones, called the Dragon and King's-ficher, 
about two inches long, which may be made accord- 
ng to fancy; but of the most gaudy feathers there 
are, especially the peacock's, for they will rise at any 
thing gaudy, and, where they are plenty, at Trout 

les, | 
2 There are likewise two ths, which I have omit- 
ted, great killers about twilight in a serene evening ; 
and the humble bee, a famous chub killer any time of 
the day. They are dubbed in the following manner: 
The brown moth—the wings off the feather of a 
brown owl; dubbed with light mohair, with a dark 
of Nerizzle cock's hackle for the legs, and a red head. 
The whith moth— dubbed with the white strands off 
dan ostrich's teather ; wings off the feather of a white 
of I pigeon's wing; a white hackle for the legs, and a 
e: Mack head. 7he hooks for both, No. 2. 
ay The Aumble bee—dubbed with black spaniel's fur; 
in Na black cock's hackle over that; the tag of the tail to 
on be of a deep orange colour; and the wings off the 
nis feather of a crow's wing. The hook No. 2. 
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CHAP. IV. 


[TIE list of flies which I have given the anelcy, 
he may depend are the standard for artificial: 
fly-fiching ; but as Iam willing to give him as muc}: 
scope as possible, to enable him to become an adept 
in this pleasant and ingenious recreation, I here pre- 
sent him with a second list, which he must make use 
of as his experience in artificial fly- fishing increases; 
and I dare affirm, that if he makes a judicious appli- 
„ cation, of this and the former list, and observes the 
tules laid down for the weather, proper for this sport, 
he will neycr go home with an empty pannier, 


The Red Fly, 
Comes on about the middle of February, and con- 


tinues till the end of March: its wings are made atti- 
ficially of a dark drake's feather ; the body of the red 
part of squirrel's fur, with the red hackle of a cock, 
wrapt twice or thrice under the but of the wing ; 


has four wings, and generally flutters upon the sur- 


face of the water, which tempts the fishes, and makes 
. them take it the more eager. Ze 5iZe of the hook 


No..6. 
The Blue Dun Fly. 


- Comes on the beginning of March, and continues 
till the middle of April; its wings are made of 2 
feather out of the starling's wing, or the blue feathers 

that grow under the wing of a duck widgeon ; the 

body is made with the blue fur off a fox, or the blue 

part of a squirrel's fur, mixed with a little yellow 
 mohair, and a fine blue cock's hackle wrapt over the 
body in imitation of the legs; as it swims down the 


"Water its wings stand upright on its back ; its tail 
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forked, and of the same colour of its wings. It ap- 
pears on the water about ten o'clock in the forenoon, 
and continues till about three in the afternoon; 
but the principal time of the day is from twelve till 
two, the flies then come down in great quantities, and 
are always more plentiful in dark, cold, gloomy 
days, than in bright sun-shiny weather. Your morn- 
ing's fishing, till the flies come on, should be with 
the worm: or minnow ; the size of the hook this fly 
is made on, is No. 7; but if the water is. very low 
and fine, No. 8. | 


The Broom Fly, or Dun Drake. 


, Comes on about the middle of March, and conti- 
nues till the latter end of April: its wings are made 
off the feather of a Pheasant's wing, which is full of 
fine shade, and exactly resembles the wing of the fly: 
the body is made of the bright part of hare's fur, 
mixed with a little of the _- part of squirrel's fur, 
nbbed with yellow silk, and a partridge's hackle 
wrapt over twice or thrice under the but of the wing : 
as its swims down the water its wings stand upright 
upon its back, its tail is forked, and the colour of” its 
r-- wings - it comes upon the water about eleven o'clock... 
es. Wand continues on till two, appearing on the water in 
o Nchoals, or great quantities: in dark gloomy days, at 
the approach of the least gleam of sun, it is amazing 
to see, in a moment's time, the surface of the water 
most covered with ten thousands of these pretty 
litle ftying insects, and the fishes rising and sporting 
at them, insomuch, that you would think the whole” 
river was alive; it is a pleasing sight to the angler, 
ind affords him great diversion; in this manner 
they appear upon the water every successive day, 
Ill the end of their duration. The blue dun and the 
droyn, are both on at the same time, the blues are 
most plentiful in cold * days, and the browns 
| 3. in 
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in warm and gloomy days; though I have often seen 
blues, browns, and granams, on at the same time 
when they have refused the other two sorts, and have 
taken the browns only: there cannot be too much 
said in commendation of this fly, both for its dura- 
tion and the sport it affords the angler. Ie size of 
the hook it is made on 15 No. 6. 


The Granam Fly, or Cireen-tail. 


Comes on about the beginning of April, if the 
weather is warm, being a very tender fly, and can- 
not endure the cold. When they first appear on the 
water, they do so in great quantities, in bright morn- 
ings; you may begin to fish with them. from six 
o'clock in the moruing till eleven; then you will find 
the browns come on, which you must use, as the 
fish will not touch the granams. as long as, the browns 

continue: about five o'clock in the evening you may 
use the granams again with success, the browns 
having then totally disappeared for that day. The 
Granam- fly is a four winged fly: as it swims down 
the water its wings lie flat on its back, it has a smal! 
bunch of eggs of a green. colour, which. gives it the 
name of the Green tarl-fly ;- as soon as it lights on the 
water it drops-its eggs, it is of short duration, not 
lasting above a 3 and then totally disappears tor 
that year. The. wings are made from a feather out 
of the wing of a- partridge, or nheasant,” which is 
Shaded like the wing of the fly; the body is made 
of the fur from a hare's face, or car, and a grizzled 
hackle of.a cock wrapt up, under. the but of the 
Wings. The. haok No. 8. 4 


The Spider Fly. 


Comes on about the twentieth of April, if the 
weather is warm, and continus on about a fortnight: 
they are bred in beds of grayel by the water side, 
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oold and stermy days: they hide themselves in the 
gravel, not being able to endure cold. You may fish 
with it from sun- rise till sun-set; being a very kil- 
ling fly, too much cannot be said in its praise. The 
wings are made from a woodcock's feather, out of 
the but of the wing; the body of lead coloured silk, 
with a black cock's hackle wrapt twice or thrice un- 


der the wings. This fly cannot be made. too fine. 


Ne Hoc No. 8 or . 
The Black Caterpillar. 


Comes on about the * of May, and con- 
is to be fished with 


tmues on about a fortnight, a 
after hot sun-shiny mornings; if winds and clouds 


appear, they then grow weak for want of the sun, 


and fall upon the waters in great quantities. The 
wings are made from a featRer out of a jay's wing, 


the body of an ostrich's feather, which. is preferable. 
to the plover's, and a fine black cock's hackle wrapt 
over the body. It is a very killing fly in small 


brooks: The hook No. 7. | 
The Little Tron-Blue Fly. 


Comes on. about the seventh of May, and conti-- 


nues on till the middle of June. In cold stormy days 
they come down the waters in great quantities, but in 
warm days there are but few to be seen. As it swims 
down the water its wings stand upright on its back; 
its tail is forked, and the colour of its wings: it is a 
neat curious fly, and cannot be made too fine; it · is to 
be fished with from about eleven o'clock in the fore- 
noon, till three in the afternoen. When these flies 
are on, the fishes refuse every other sort, and take 
these only, every sort of fish being fond of them. 


The wings are made from a cormorant's feather that 
| grows - 
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where you may find them in bunches engendering, 
to prepare for their production the next year: in 
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ows under the wing, or off the feather of a dark 


blue hen chat 2 on the body under the wings; 


the we. 4y made of water-rat's fur, ribbed with yel- 
low silk; and a sutty blue hackle of a cock wrapt 
over the body. The hook No. 8 or 9. 


The Yellow Sally- Fly. 


Comes on about the twentieth'of May, and con- 
tinues on till about the tenth or-twelfth of June. It 
is a four-winged fly; as it swims down the water its: 
wings lie flat on its back. The wings are made 


with a yellow cock's hackle, and the body of marten's- 
fur taken from the spots under the jaws, which is « . 


fine yellow. It is one of those flies that prepare the 
fish to look for the May-fly, or Green-drake. 
hook No. 7. 


T he Oak, Ah, Woodcock, Cannon, er. Doton- ill. 
| | Fly. | 
Comes on about the sixteenth of May, and con- 


tines on till about a week in ſune; it is to be found 
on the buts of trees, with its head always down- 


wards, which gives it the name of the Down-hill-fly. 
It it bred in oak-apples, and is the. best of all flies for 


bobbing at the bush in the natural way, and. a — * 
he 


fly for the dub-line, when made artificially. 
wings are made from a feather out of the wi 
partridge, or woodcock, the body 


of a 
with a bittern's 


feather, and the head with a little of the-brown part 


of hare's fur. The hook NO. 7. 

N. B. Some dub it with black wool, and-Isabella- 
coloured mohair, and bright. brownish bear's hair, 
warped on with yellow alk, but the head of an ash- 
colour; others dub it with an orange tawney and 
black ground; and other's with blackish wool: and 

old twist; the wings off the brown part of a mal- 

d's feather. | | 
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The Shern Fly. 


Tomes on about the same time as the Canon-fly, 
and continues on till the latter end of July. They 
are generally found in mowing grass; it is of the 
caterpillar kind, has dusky wings of a dark brown 
colour, with fine clear blue wings under them, which 
it makes use of in its flight: it is in greatest perfec- 
tion in June; and for the time that it continues on 


the water, is a most excellent killer in rivers or 
There are three sorts of them, the one 1 
have described; there is another with a dull red 
wing; and a. third with a dark blue wing, all of. 


brooks. 


which the fish take very well, but the preference 
must be given to the red sort: it is to be fished with 
any time of the day, from $un-115e to sun-set. The 
wings-are made of a red cock's hackle, with a black 
list up the middle; the body with a peacock's herl. 
The hook No. 6, if for à river; but if for a dead, 


heavy, running brook, the fly must be made larger; ' as. 


en No. 4 or 5. 


-. 


The Orl Fly. 


Comes on the latter end of May, and continues ou 


ll the latter end of June. It is a four-winged fly, 
generally flutters along the surface of the water, and 


s what fishes are remarkably fond of: you may fish 


with it successfully after the May-fly is gone, from 
four o'clock in the morning till about seven in the 
evening, at which time the sky-blue comes on, then 
change it for the sky-blue. The wings of the Orl- 
ly are made with a dark grizzle cock's hackle, and 


the body of a peacock's herl, worked with dark red 


uk. The lock No. 6. | 
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os A made 
T he Sty- coloured Blue. . _ body v 


Comes on about the same time as the Orl-fly, and 9 
continues on: till the middle of July... It is a neat, 
curious, and beautiful fly; its wings are transparent, 
stand upright upon its back, and are of a-fine blue Com 
colour, its body is of a pale yellow, its tail forked, Multry 
and the colour of its wings: it is a fly the fishes take Nor 164] 
extremely well, from seven o'clock in the evening ¶ gloomy 
till sun-set. The wings are made from the light. eleven 
blue feather of a hen; the body is made with pale evening 
yellow mohair, mixed with light blue fur, and before. 
ribbed with a fine cock's hackle dyed yellow. 7% Whillers ; 
: hook No. 8. | Wy for 

5 in dead 
vings © 
tare's 
pretty 1: 
ih a 
wice or 


100 No 


De Cadis Fly. 
Comes on about the tenth of June: it is a large 
Four-winged fly, of a buff colour, and its body the 
same colour of its wings: it continues on the water 
till about the beginning of july; it is bred from the 
cod - bait, a curious little insect; while in the state of 
a grub, it is greatly to be admired, the outside husk 
that it lives in being curiously wrought with gravel 
or sand: this fly is taken best at the clearing of the 
water, | though I think him a fly worth. che least no- 
tice of any in the” Catalogue, there being many sorts ie fished 
on at the same time far preferable to it. The wings anner. 
are made from a feather taken from a buff - coloured Wehtesc - 
hen; the body is made of buff- coloured mohair, and reatest 
| the legs of a pale yellow hackle. The hook No. 6. me up 


155 The Blue Gnat. ling I K 


Comes on the water about the same time as the 
spinners (vide list the-1st. under June) and continues 
on about a fortnight : if the water is low and fine, N, No 
the fishes take them very well, and as long as they i 
remain on the water. The wings of this Gnat Th 

9 made 


Come 


THE ART OF ANGLING. 100 


made wich a small pale blue cock's hackle, and the 
body with light blue fur, mixed with a little yellow 
mohair. Te look No. 8 or. 9. | | 


- | | 
'The Large Red Ant Fly. | | 


Comes on about the middle of June, if hot and 4] 
zultry weather, and continues on till about the 1 5th | 


e or 16th of July, appearing mostly in hot, close, 1 
g Weloomy days: it is to be fished with from about Jil 
u. eleven o'clock, in che forenoon, till about six in the Wi: 


le: Mevening, then make use of the evening flies described WEE 
1d efore. The Ant flies, when in gers 88. are great 41 

killers; and all sorts of fishes, that rise at flies, are 
very fond of them; and you may take fish with them 
in dead heavy waters, as well as in streams. The 
rings of this fly are made from a feather out of a 
tare's wing, and the. body of peacock's herl, made 
pretty lee at the tail, and fine towards the wiyg, 


ter Nich a fine ginger- coloured cock's hackle wrapt 
the wice or thrice under the but of the wings, The 
> of E No. 8. 5 | 
usk 

om The Large Black Ant Ty, 


Comes on at the same time with the red, and is tg. 
e fished with at the same time, and after the same 
anner. The wings of this fly are made with the 
ured ghtest sky- blue feather you can get, and with the. 
and Freatest gloss; but it is difficult to find any that can 
6. me up to the glossiness of the natural wings, ex- 
pt-the -thistle, which makes them, the best of any 
ling I know of, but is not lasting; the body is made 
th a black ostrich's feather, and a black cock's 
is the fackle wrapt under the but of the wings: it is to 


tinuesſ made in the same form as the red one. The 


fine, et No. 8. 
they 


at are 
made 
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72 The elaulmans's Button, of Hasle Fly. 


"Comes on about the latter end of July, and coy. Com 
tinues on about nine days; it is in form like a round ue, © 
button, from which it derives its name; it has ſou ber; 2 


wings, the uppermost husky and hard, the undermos night 9! 
of a fine blue colour, soft, and transparent; it is to! 28 V 
be found on hasle-trees, ot fern: it is an excellent e gra 
fly for bobbing at che bush, or dub line; but is ra- em 2 
ther difficult to make, on account of its shape and be afte 
form. The wings are made from the red feather that erste 
rows upon the rump or tail of a partridge ; the body DENT. 
| 1 


is made with a peacock's herl and an ostrich's fea- 


ther mixed, and the legs of a-fine black cock's hackle. _ ' 
| The hook No. 7. 1 | Fe. 
3 e Little Red and Black Ant Flies. 

| | | | | 8 

| Come on about the tenth or twelfth of August, phony 

| and are to be seen in warm gloomy days till the latter 10 925 

| end of September; to be fished with from about i . 
=. twelve o'clock till four in the evening, and are to be A Gag 

| made in the same form as the large ones, and with . in“ | 

the same materials, but very small. The hook No. 9. 

F | Ihe wil 

1 ; nd the 

The Little Mirliug Blue. | a « 


Comes on about the teuth or twelfth of August, The 1 
and continues on about three weeks: as it swims er. 5 
down the water, its wings stand upright on its back; Nou wal 
it has a forked tail, the colour of its wings; it is to {ater e. 
be fished with from eleven o'clock in the forenoon Heneral 
till three in the afternoon. The wings are made the m 
from a feather out of the wings of a starling ; the bo- Wate 
dy is made with a spaniel's fur, mixed with a little Nonth, 


yellow, and a fine red hackle over the body. 7% rats co 
Hook No. 8. | 
7% N of fl 
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| The Little Pale Blue, 
0%. Comes on about the same time as the Whirling- 
und Blue, and continues on till the latter end of Septem- 
ſour er; as it swims down the water its wings stand up- 
nog right on its back; it has a forked tail, and the colour 


8 (0 
lent 


ras f | 7 | 
= e afternoon, and generally affords the angler great 
chat rersſon. The wings are made from a feather off 
Jody (RE sea swallow: the body is made of the lightest 
eu. oe fur you N any mixed with a very little yellow 
le. ohair, with a fine pale blue hackle wrapt over the 
ody. Tae hook No. 8. 0 
Te Willow-Fly. 
dun Comes on about the beginning of September, and 
Atte, ontinues on till che latter end of October: it is a 
bout or-winged fly, and generally flutters upon the sur- 
bee of the water: it is to be fiched with in cold 
with days, being then most plentiful on the water; 
„ % in warm gloomy days make use of the Pale-blue. 
e wings are made of a blue grizzled cock's hackle, - 
nd the body of the blue part of squirrel's fur, mixed 
"1th a little yellow mohair. 7e hook No. 5, 
gust, The three · last mentioned flies conclude the season 


wins Her fiy-fi5hing. From the middle of May till August, 
back; Dou will find great variety of flies and gnats upon the 
is to Nater every day, so that you must e it as a 
noon Heneral rule, to fish with the first fly that comes on 
made the morning, that fly being the first which is on 
e bo-Pe water in the day; Haut is first mentioned in every 
little Nonth, and then you will see the other flies and 
J% ats coming down every day in regular succession, 
very Succeeding: A4 August. The great num- 

7% EN of flies and insects that are on the water, all the 


L hot 


om about ten o'clock in the morning till three in 


of its wings. It is a neat, curious, little fly, and what 
he graylings are very fond of; it is to be fished with 


A 
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hot summer months, and the great variety of food 
that the fishes have, both at top and bottom, makes 
them very nice, and more difficult to be taken, thay: 
in the spring or in the autumn : the greac number of 
flies and insects which are on the water all the sum. 
mer months, totally disappear about the middle of 
August, so that your diversion is as certain with the 
_ three Autumn flies, viz. the Little Whirling-Blue, the 
Pale-Blue, and the Willow-Fly, as with the Are 
Spring flies; which are the Red. y, the Blue-Dun, 
and the Brown. In these two seasons of the year, 
if the weather is favourable, and the water in order, 
vou will find your sport more certain and regular, 
than in the hotter months. | 
Not only-these flies that are most useful in the re- 
creation of angling, but myriads more come under 
the angler's observation when. in pursuit of his pas- 
time, which will not only fill his mind with wonder 
and. admiration, at the incomprehensible works of 
nature, but likewise make him praise that Almighty 
Power, from whom both himself and them derive 
their being. | 
There is so beautiful a passage, apropos to this sub- 

jet, in Mr. T7 homson's Summer, that I think the in- 
sertion of some part of it must prove acceptable to 
the informed and pious mind- 


— Nor shall the muse disdain 
To let the little lively summer race 
Live in her lay, and flutter thro? her song: 
Not mean, tho?” simple, to the sun ally'd, 
From him they draw their animating fire. 


Wak'd by his warmer ray the reptile young 
Come wing'd abroad, by the light air upborne, 
Lighter, and full of soul. From every chink 
And secret corner, where they slept away 
Their wintry storms, or rising from their . 
3 0 


Ses eee 
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To higher life, by myriads forth at once 


Swarmſing they pour, of all the varied hues 
eir beauty-beaming parent can disclose. 


Ten thousand forms, ten thousand different tribes, - 


People the blaze. To sunny waters some 
By fatal instin& fly, where on the pool 


They $portive wheel; or sailing down the stream, 


Are snatch'd immediate by the quick-ey'd Trout, 
Or darting Salmon. Thro' the green-wocd glade 
Some love to stray, there lodg'd, amus'd, an 1 

In the fresh leaf: luxurious, others make 

The- meads their choice, and visit ev'ry flow'r 
And ev'ry latent herb, for the sweet task 

To propagate their kinds, and where tõ wrap, 


In what soft beds, their young yet undisclos'd, 
Employs their tender care: some to the house, 


The fold and dairy, hungry bend their flight, 
Sip round the 5 or taste the curdling cheese: 
Oft, inadvertent from the milky stream 

They meet their fate, or weltring in the bowl; 


| With pow, 'rless wings: around them wrapp'd — 


Resounds the living surface of the ground; 


Nor undelightful is the ceaseless hum 


To him — muses thro* the woods at noon, 


Or drowsy shepherd as he lies reclin d. 


With half-shut eyes beneath the floatin shade 
Of willows grey, close 3 o'er the brook. 


Gradual IRA ho 2 num'rous Kinds descend, 
Evading evin the mieroscopic eye ! 


Full nature swarms with life, one wond'rous mass * 


Of animals, or atoms, - organiz'd, : 
Waiting the vital breath, when parent Heay' n 
Shall bid his spirit blow. 


Let no presuming impious railer tax | 


Creative wisdom, as if aught was form'd - 


L 2. 3 


fed, 
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In vain, or not for admirable ends : 

Shall little haughty ignorance, pronounce 
His works unwise, of which the smallest part 
Exceeds the narrow vision of her mind? 


CMA. V. 
The Zest Rules for Artificial Fly-Fishing. 


T is the best fiching i in a river dome what digturhed 
with rain, or in a cloudy day, when the water: 
are 8 With a gentle, recae the south ans Wes! 
winds 7 best; and if. che Wind ent h, yet 
not 80 may convenient our 
tackle, the dhe, Nel rise in the still $$ t if 
there is little wind tirring, the bert angling is i" 
swift streams. 
In casting your line do it always before you, and 
the fly may fall Hrst. on the 
Jour * * it as possible; 
n.be forced to 


$eep che fly 


in such a manner 
water, and as. little 


but if he wing is h 
drown a goof parts £4 ; 
on. che I AN Engeaxopr, — — as ygu can, 
R wind at your back, and the sun 9 your 
| ut the windin * che river will frequently 
zender that impratticab 
When you throw you line, waye the mod in a 
small N So and never 
| mor a return of it before it had yes Full scope; 
0 vg dhe fly Will apap © 
. 'P e hen angle the day is cloudy and 


windy, 9 the water ie you must keep the 


y 
in continual ngtion, 3 Hishes will discern 
the deceit. 

« Upon 


My A 


river is 
far off 
mit, w 
if the v 
on the 
of the 
of the 
wand s. 
You 
hand, 1 
the mis 
Sma 
clear at 
UcrsA. 


ver tak; 
they lik 
Whe 


gently 

it slowl 
but for 
top, un 
which « 


as the þ 
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* Upon the curling surface let it glide, 
With nat'ral motion from your hand supply d, 
Against the stream now gently let it play, 
Nov in the rapid eddy roll away.” 


Let the line be twice as long as the rod, unless the 
river is encumbered with view. ; and always stand as 
far off the bank as the length of your line will per- 
mit, when you cast the fly to the contrary side; but; 
if che wind blows. so that you must throw your line 
on the same side you ate on, stand on the very brink 
of the river, and cast your fly at the utmost length 
of the rod and line, up or down the stream as the 
wand serves. x R125 N 

You must have a quick sharp eye and active 
hand, to strike directly a fish rises, or else finding 
the mistake he will spew ont the hook. 

Small light coloured ies are for clear waters and 
clear atmospheres, large dark coloured flies when vice 
versa. 45 188 
When after rain the water becomes brownish, an 
orange- coloured fly is taken greedily. -_ . 

When fishes rise-at the fly very often, and yet ne- 
ver. take it, you may conclude that it is not what 
they like ; therefore change it for one they do. 

When you see a fish rise, throw your fly beyond 
him, and draw it gently over the place where he rose; 
and if it is a proper fly for the season, and you cast 
it with a nicety, the 25 is your o | | 

When you angle in slow. running rivers, or still 
places, with an artificial. fly, cast it across the water, 
and let it sink a little in the water, and then draw it 
gently over to you again, letting the current carry 
it slowly down ; this is the best way for slow waters; 
but for quick ones your fly must always swim on the 
top, under the continual inspection of your eyes, 


which ought, for this kind of angling, to be as Sharp.” 
L3. * 


as the Basil s. 
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It is a good plan to always carry some dubbing, A 
ut, hooks, and silk, out with you in a small pocket. R 
e you may be able always to. imitate any N 
fly you see the fish rise at more than others. A 
I vhall now concluda these rules by giving the V 
reader a passage relating te artificial /ty-fis/hing (with Sti 
the. alteration only ofs two or three. monosyllables) I. 
from the Spring of that elegant and natural desorip- us 
tive poet. Mr. 7homson, which cannot fail of con. 80 
tributing as well to his amusement, as instruction. Ar 
i wen W 
Soon as the first foul torrent of the books, IE: 

. SwelPd with the vernal-rains, is ebb'd away, A 
And, whit' ning, down their mossy: tinctur d stream Hi 
Descends the -billdwy- foain; then is the time, He 
While yet hed Lorem water--aids the gaite, | Sot 
To tempt: the trout. The well dissembl'd fly, Th 
To roddine tap'ring with elastic:spring, Fre 
Snatch'd from the hoary steed the floating line, Of 
And-allthy slender watizy stores prepare; Bel 
But let not on thy hook the tortur d worm, Loi 
Convulsive twist in agonizing folds, Ani 
Which, by rapacious hunger swallow'd deep, Th 
Gives, as you tear it. from the bleeding breast, At 
Ot the weak belpless uncomplaining wretch, Pas 
Harsh pain and horror to the tender hand. WI 
When with his lively ray the potent sun Dee 
Has piere'd the streams, and rouz d the fanny race, Th. 
Then issuing: cheerful to thy sport repair; The 
Chief Should the western breezes curling play, Anc 
And light oer ether bear e e | Indi 
High to their fount, this day, amid the hills * Th: 
And woodlands warbling round, trace up the brooks; Giy 
Then next pursue their rocky channel'd maze Acr 

. Down to the river, in whose ample wave Till 
Their lirtle naiads love to sport at large. And 
Just in the dubious point, where with the pool Vol 


mix'd the trembling stream, or where it boils 
8. Around 


um 


ce, 


und 


The spec 
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Around the stone, or from the hollow bank e 
Reverted plays in undulating flow, 


There throw, nice judging, the: delusive fly, 


And as you lead it ronnd in artful curve, 
Wich eye attentive mark the springing game. 
Straight as above the surface of the flood 


They wanton rise; or urg'd by hunger leap, 
Then fix with gentle twitch the barbed hoe; 


Some lightly. tassing to the grassy bank, 
And to the u eee due Slow-dragging some, 


With various hand proportion'd to their force. 


yet too young; and easily deceiv'd, 

A worthless prey scaree bends- your pliant rod, 

Him piteous of his youth, and the short space 

He has enjoy'd-the vital light of Heav'n, 

Soft wr; e; and back into the stream 
ve throw; but should you lure - 

From his dark haunt, beneath. che tangled roots 

Of pendant trees, the monarch of the brook, 

Behove: you then to phy. your finest art. 

Long time he, following. cautious, scans the fly, 

And oft attempts to seize it, but as oft 

The dimpled water:speaks his jealous fear. 


At last, while haply. o'er the shaded sun 

Passes a cloud, he desperate takes the death 
With sullen plunge: at once he darts along, 
Deep struck, and runs out all the lengthen d line, 
Then seeks the farthest ooze, the sheltering weed, 


The cavern'd bank, his old secure abode ; 
And flies aloſt, and flounces round the pool, 
Indignant of the guile- With yielding hand, 


That feels him still, yet to his furious course 


Gives way; you, now retiring, following no vv 
Across the stream, exhaust his idle rage, 


Till floating broad upon his breathless side, 
And toi his Tote abandon'd, to the shore 
You gaily drag your unresisting-prize. - 
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CHAP. VI. 


Of the principal rivers in England, and particularly 
of the Thames. 


T5 rivers in England are said, by Dr. Heylin, 


to be three hundred and twenty- five, though 
others increase their number to four hundred and fifty. 
It would be superftuous here to treat particularly of 
their diversities; their situations, their distance and 


remoteness from each other, their nearness or vicinity 


to the sea, the qualities of their water, and the va- 
rious species of fish they contain. Those that have 


a more immediate intercourse with the sea, partici- 


pate of its influences, and have the same vicissitudes, 
the same fluxes and vefluxes, the same salt water, and 
the same sort of fish which frequent those seas where 
they disembogue themselves. The mouths. of rivers 
are too deep to be fathomed by the cordage of a line; 
but more inland, and farther distant from the com- 
mon receptacle of waters, the rivers are most proper 
for the angler's diversion. 4 

The principal rivers. in England, are the Thames, 
Severn, Trent, Tine, Tweed, Medway, Tees, Dove, 
Lis, Tame, Milley, Avon, Lea, Trevel, Lon, Nen, 
Welland, Darwent, Calder, N har, Nid, Don, Swale, 
Hull, Ouse, and Are. The rivers: in Wales are 
reckoned above two hundred, the principal of which 
are the Dee, Me, Conwy, Tivy,. Chedlayday, Cluid, 
Usk, Tovy, .Taff,. and Douy. Several rivers in Eng- 
land run under ground, and then. rise again, asa 
branch of the Meuibay in Kent; the Mole in Surry ; 
Hans in Staffordshire; the little rivers Allen in Den- 


highs hire and Deveril in Miltslire the river Recall 


hides itself under ground near Elmsley, in the North- 
Riding of Yorks/ire : at A5/rwell, in Bedfordshire, rise 


80 


he ww 
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o many sources of springs that they soon drive a 
will: at Chedder, near Axbridge, in Samersetshire, is a 
spring that drives twelve mills in a quarter of a mile. 
In the midst of the river Ven, south of Peterborough, 
in Northamptoms/re, is a deep gulf, called Medestwell, 
so cold, that in summer no swimmer is able to endure 
it, yet it is not frozen in the winter. But of these 
enough. | 
As the maps will give a better prospe& of these 
than any enumeration of them can do, let every an- 
gler have a large one of England, or at least of the 
particular county where he usually angles, and there- 
in he may wich delight observe the spring-head, site, 
distance, various passages, windings, turnings, and 
confluxes of each particular river, with what towns, 
castles, churches, gentlemens' seats, and places of 
note, are on or near the banks; making, as he an- 
gles, remarks proper to the nature of each. The six 
principal rivers are as follow: | 

1. The Thames, compounded of two rivers, Tame 
and 75s, The Tame rises in Bucks, beyond Tame in 
Oxfordshire, and the latter in Cotstuolu- Hills, neur Ci- 
rencester in Glaucestershire. They meet together about 
Dorcheater in Oxfordshire, and thence run united be- 
twixt that county and Bucks, and between Bucking- 


Surry and Kent on the other, wedding itself to the 
Kontish Adeduway in the very jaws of the ocean. 
This river is said to feel the violence and benefit of 
the sea, more than any other river in Europe, ebbing 
and flowing twice a day mare than sixty miles. Sir 
Jahn Denlam has given so grand a description of the 
Names, in his Cooper g-Hill, that I think the insertion 
2 part cannot prove unacceptable . to dhe 
acader.. 


My eye descending from the hill, surveys 
Where Thames — lion vo 


Thames 


ams hire, Middle scæ, and Essex, on the one side, and. 


lies: stays 
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Thames! the most lov'd of all the ocean's sons aifferer 
his old Sire; to his embraces runs, . it rece 


asting to pay his tribute to the sea; - Staffore 
Like mortal life to meet eternity ; - Notting 
Tho? with those'streams:he no resemblance hold, Wihe tur] 
Whose foam is amber and their gravel gold: lent sti 
His genuine and less guilty wealch 2 distinct 
Search not his bottom, but survey his shore; own, b 
O'er which he kindly spreads his spacious wing, Mrivers | 
And hatches plenty tor the ensuing spring; Trent, 
Nor then destroys it with too fond a stay, 4. 1 
Like mother's whichi their infants overlay. bridge, 
Nor with a sudden and impetuous wave, dischar: 
Like profuse kings, resumes the wealth he gave. eerne, 
No unexpected innundation spoil Chathar 
The mower'shopes, or mock the ploughman's toi epaired 
But god-like his unweary'd:bounty 3 5. T 
First loves to doʒ then loves the good he does. aud, on 
Nor are his blessings to his banks confin'd, mpregn 
But free and common as the sea or wind; 6. I 
When he, to boast or to disperse his stores, haustibl. 
Full of the tribute of his grateful shores, nate, a7 
Visits the world, and.in.his flying tow'rs onnets, 


Brings home-to us, -and makes both Indies ours ; 
Finds wealth where *tis; bestows it where it want: 
Cities in deserts, woods in cities plants: 


So that to us no thing, no place is strange, he flo 


While his fair bosom is the world's exchange. 1 N 
The second river of note is the Severn,” which hat J iy 
its beginning in Plinilimmon-Hill in Montgomerysh:r4 * 2 
and its end seven miles from Bristol; washing 1 
that space the walls of -Shrewsbury, MWorcester, Glo 
raster, and. divers other places and palaces of note arlegio 
It receives greater rivers, and is farther navigable tha Vork 
the Themes, but does not equal it for the quantity au he Pex 
quality of its fis. 


3 And 
3. The Tren B called on account of _ . 1 
14 | | neren 
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 Wiiferent kinds of fish which are found in it, or because 
it receives thirty small rivers) has its fountain in 
Staffords/ire, and gliding through the counties of 
Nottingham, Lincoln, Leicester, and York, augments 
d, che turbulent current of the Humber, the most vio- 
lent stream of all the isle. The Humber is not a 
distinct river, because it has not a spring head of its 
own, but is rather the mouth or æstuarium of divers 


g {rivers meeting together; among which, besides the 


Trent, are the Darwent and Ouse. 

4. The Adedway, a Kentish river, rises near Tun- 
bridge, passes by Maidsione, runs by Rochester, and 
discharges itself into the mouth of the Thames, by 


e., MSheerness ; a river chiefly. remarkable for the dock at 


Chatham, where ships of the first rate are built and 
oi epaired for the use of the English navy. 

5. The Tweed, the - north-east boundary of Eng- 
and, on whose banks is seated.the strong and almost 
mpregnable town of Berw:ck. | 

6. The Tine, famous for - Newcastle and it inex- 
haustible coal pits. These, and the rest of principal 
pate, are thus described in one of Mr. Drayton's 
onnets. 


Irs + 
ant gas 


he flood's Queen Thames, for ships and swans is 
crown'd, 

And stately Severn for her shore is prais'd; _ 

he chrystal Trent for fords and fish renown'd, 


ge. 


h hall © neh renown d, as 
hir And Avon's fame to Albion's cliffs is rais'd. 

| 1 
1 1! I W348 th] 2 


leu | | 4 

arlegion Chester vaunts her holy Dee; 
Vork many wonders of her Ouse can tell; 
The Peak her Dove, whose banks so fertile he, 
And Kent will say her Medway doth excel. . 
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III. 


Cotswold Commands her Isis to the Tame, 
Our northern borders boast of Tweed's fair flood 
Our western parts extol their Willy's fame, 


And the old Lea brags of the Danish Blood. 


But let me return to the Thames, of which, and 
the rivers that fall into it, I shall treat somevchat par- 


ticularly, as they are more the seat for the diversion 


of angling than any others. The higher an angler 
goes up the I Hanes, if within about torty miles, the 
more sport, and the greater variety of fish he will 
meet with; but as few Londoners go so far from 
Home, I shall mention the best places for .7 hames 
angling from London-Bridge to Chelsea. 

ut before I proceed any farther on this subject, 
it will be necessary to lay down some rules which the 
angler must attend to. 

f the air is cold and raw, the wind high, the water 
rough, or if the weather is wet, it is totally useless 
to angle in the Tiiames. | 

But when the sky is serene, the air temperate, and 
the water smooth, success will attend you. 

The proper hours for angling, are from the time 
that the tide is half ebbed, to within two hours of 
high water, provided the Jand floods do not come 


down. 


Always pitch your boat under the wind; that is, 


he wind be in the south, then keep on the S 

Mors it north, on the London side. TR 
The best places for pitching a boat to angle in the 
Thames, are about one hundred and fifty vards from 
York Stairs ;:; the Savoy, Somerset- Hause, Dorset Stairs, 
Black Friar's Stairs; the Dung-Wharf near Mater- 
Lane; Trig Stairs, and. Ex Stairs. On den 5 bis 
| 'S | Falcon 


Fro 

: [5s [ewor 
for. roa 
will m 
Ted, 
geons, 
Lin 
reach a 
At 1 
barbel, 
from t! 
Wal 
large 4 
t 7 


of fish 


water, 
court c 


geon, & 


Of tl 
and of 
with th 

1. 4 
with r6 
and the 
the tov 


on 


geon, &c. ” 


THE "ART OF ANGLING. 12. 
Falcon Stairs ; Barge Houses ; Cuper's, vulgo Cupid's 


Stairs; the Windmill, and Lambeth. 


There are very good roach and dace to be caught 


at Westminster Bridge, if the weather is favourable in 


the Autumn; the fifth arch on the north side is best 


to pitch the boat. 


When you go to angle at Chelsea, on a calm fair 


day, the wind being in a right corner, .pitch your 
boat almost opposite to the church, and angle in six 


or seven feet water, where, as well as at Buttersea 


Bridge, you will meet with plenty of reach and dace. 


Mbrtlake. Deeps is the next place where roach prin- 


cipally resort, when the weeds are rotten ; and hete 


are good carp very often taken. 2 
From the sides of the Aus opposite to Brentford, 


Iletvorth and Twickenham, there is very good angling 


for. roach, dare, gudgeons, and perch ; very often you 
will meet with trout and carp. 3 
Teddington Banks are remarkable for good gud- 
geons, roach, &c. IF Pg 
 Kimgston-wick, and Kingston, are famous for barbed, 
reach and dace. | ſe. 
At Hampton and Sunbury there is good angling for 
barbel, roach, dace, hub, gudgeons, and sheggers ; and 
from the A's for trout and large perch. 
Malten Deeps and Shepperton Pe! abound with 
large barbel and dace. | ILY 
At and about FJ/Yindsor is a vast variety of all ſorts 


of fish: but if a man-beffound angling. in another's 


water, (without leave)#h2-15 fined very high by the 
court of that town, if he only catches a single gud- 


Of the rivers that empty chemzelsk into the Thames, 
and of others which are not far from it, I shall begin 
with those on the north side. 

1. Lfard-river, the aßpef part of which abounds - 
with reach, dace, and Some pere: but between 7//ord 
and the Thames, especially about three miles from 
the town, there is pike. N . 

as 3 M 2. TYordfords 


* = . 
N j * 4 
8 

i» 


— ———_—— i — 
— —ämä᷑ʃ—[—I * 


——— . 


1 — ˙ . OO — —— 


— — — 


122 A CONCISE TREXTTISE oN 


reach, 2 and eels, 
much abused by poachers ; but the — — may mee! 


2. Woodford-river, stored with perch, chub, roach, q 
| and dace. act 
3. Strat ford. river affords the angler good diversion ver! 
for roach, dace, cub, perth, &c. 8 4 
4. Bow-river having the same fish in it as the 5 
Stratford. river. ; 60 


5. Hackney-rrver, having plenty of large bare], othe 
chub, roach, dace, gutigeons, eels, and lampreys. In this 7 
river the barbels, eels, and gudpeon, are very fine. The chul 
river Lea runs here, and the higher you go up it the 8 

eater sport you will have: The Rye-house, near dace 

oddesdon, (famous for the plot) is an-excellent pan 
to go to for diversion. 

Halilameriver, besides large barbel,-chub, roach, 
dace, gudgeon, and eels, has good store of fine pike, 
and some carp. | 

J. The New-r:ver, pretty well stored with cl, 


8. Brentford river, a good one formerly, but non 


wich some eAub, roach, dace, and perch. 
9. Hounslow-rzver, well stored with roach, daa, 
perch, pike, and gui geon. 
The powder-mill-tazl, near Hounsloto, is a ven 
good place for angling. 
10. Colne. river, abounding with ch, race, dacy 


perel, and puke. 

11. LUxbridge- river, excellent for its large and fa 'F 
trouts ; but as the water is rented, not only lean 3 
n ust be obtained to angle in it, but you must pay T 
much per pound for what you kill. Denham, nc Ct 
Uxbridge, 1s a very famous place. Az 
Ilavmg now done with the north-side, I proces Ms 
to the south of the Thames. F "TY 

1 Deftford:river, now very much decayed, ail Ar 
has but a tew fish in it, as reach, dace, and flounder: Ar 


though by chance you may meet with a zrowr. 


2. Lewisham-river, in which are some good trou 


large roach, chub, gudgeon, pereh, and. dace. 


3. Wandsworl! 


— 
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3: Wandsworth-river, well stored with gudgeons. 
dace, flounders, perch, pike, and some carp and trouts; 
very large silver ee/s are often taken there. 

4» Mitcham-river, its principal fish are trouts. 

5. Merton-rrver, for trouts also. | 

6. Carwalton-river, abounding with zrouts, and 
other white fishes. | 

7, Moulsey-river, yielding perch, jack, roach, dace, 
club, gudgeons, eels, flaunders, barbels, and trouts. 

8. Eher-r:ver, good for jacks; perch, chub, roach, 
dace, gudgeons, eels, . flounders, barbels, and trouts. 

9. Cobham-river, stored with plenty of good zrouts, 
fat and large, as also dace, - perch, chubs, jacks, and 
gudgeons. | | 

10. Weybridge-river, affording good diversion for. 
carp, some of which weigh eight or nine pounds; 
also jack, roach, dace, flounders, popes, large bleak, 
barbe!l, and gudgeons. | 


11. Byfleet-river, wherein are very large piles, jacks, - 


and'zenc/-;: perch of eighteen inches long; good carp, 
large founders, bream, roach, dace, gudgeons, popes, 
large chub, and eels. - 

f shall conclude this account of the Thames, and 
the principal rivers that fall into and compose it, with. 
the following beautiful lines of Mr. Pope : 


First the fam'd authors of his ancient name, 
The winding Isis, and the fruitfal Thame ;. 
The Kennet swift, for silver eels renown'd; 
The Lodden slow, with verdant alders crown'd. 


Cole, whose dark streams his flow'ry islands lave; 


And chalky Wey, that rolls a milky wave: 
The blue transparent Vandalis appears; 
The gulfy Lee his sedgy tresses rears; 
And sullen Mole, that hides his diving flood; 
And silent Darent, stain'd with Danish blood. 


M 2 35 
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CHAP. VIIL 
Of the Game Les relating to Anglings 


ict. The Penalty of Fiching in Pends, and other 
Private Figheries, 


1. Nu man may erect a fish pond without 


licence, because it is a matter of profit, 


2. If any trespuss- I potids-be therefore.attainted 


at the suit of the party, great and large amends shall 
be awarded according to the trespass; : and they shall 
have three year's iffiprisonmerit, and after shall make 
fine at the King's pleacure, (if they have whereot) 
— then shall find good surety that aſter 


not find like surety they shall abjure the realm. And 
if none sue within dh 
have suit. 3. Ed. I. c. 20. Note, Those are trespassers 


in zonds, who endeavour to take fish therein. 


2. St. 200. 


3. If any person shall unlawfully. break, cut, or 
destroy any head or dam of a fish pond, or shall 
wrongfully fich therein, with intent to take and kill 


fish, he shall, on conviction at the suit of the king, 


or of the party, at the aſſizes or sessions, be imprisoned 

three months, and pay treble damages; and after the 

three months expired, skall find sureties for his good 
tle abearing 


| they shall 

ot commit the like trespass: and if they have not 
whereof” to make fine, after three years imprison- 
ment, they hall find like- surety; and if they can- 


che year and day, the King shall 


Sons 


and 
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abearing for seven years, or remain in prison till he 
doth. 5. El. c. 21. 8. 2. 6. 


4. Whereas divers idle, gn and mean per- 
sons, betake themselves to the stealing, taking, and 
killing of fish, out of ponds, pools, motes, stews, 
and other several waters and rivers, to the t da- 
mage of the owners thereof; it is enacted, that if 
any person shall use any net, angle, hair, noose, 
troll, or spear; or shall. lay any wears, pots, fish 
hooks, or other engines; or. shall take any fish by 
any means or device whatsover, or be aiding there- 
unto, in any river, stew, pond, mote, or other water, 
without the content of the lord or owner of the water, 
and be thereof convicted by confession, or oath -of one 
witness, before one justice, in one month after the 


oftence, eyery-such-offender in stealing, taking, or 


killing fishz-shall. for every such-offence give to the 
party injured such recompence, and in such time as 
the justice shall appoint,.. not exceeding treble da- 
mages; and moreover shall pay down to the overseers 
for the use ob the poor, such sum, not exceeding 10s. 
as the justice shall think meet; in default of pay- 
ment to be levied by distress; for want of distrees to 
be committed to the house of correction, not exceed- 
ing one month, unless he enter into bond with one 
Surety to the party injured, not exceeding £10. ne- 
ver to offend in like manner, 22 and 23, 6. 2. c. 25. 
* 7. And the justice may take, cut, and destroy, all 
such angles, spears, hairs, nooses, trolls, wears, pots, 
fish-hooks, nets, or other engines, where with such 
offender shall he apprehended. S. 8. 

Persens aggrieved may appeal to the next sessions, 
whose. determination shall be final, if no title to any 


land; royalty, or fishery, be therein concerned. S. 19. 


5. Whereas divers idle, disorderly, and mean per- 
ns, have and keep nets, angles, A" piches, and 
M 3 ta” other 
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other engines, for the taking and killing of fish, ot 
of ponds, waters, rivers, and other: fisheries, to the 
damage of the owners thereof, therefore no person 
hereafter shall have or kecp any net, angle, leap, 
piche, or other engine, for the taking of fish, other 

*than the makers and setters thereof, and other than 
the owntr and oocupier of a river or fishery; and ex- 
cept fichermen and their-apprentices ap Fn autho. 
rized in navigable rivers. And the owner or occu- 
pier of the river or. fish, and every other person by 
him appointed, may seize, detain, and keepgto his 
own use, every net, angle, leap, piche, and othe: 
engine, Which he shall fad used or laid, or in the 
possession of any person fisbing in any river or 
fishery, without the consent of the owner or occupier 
thereof. And also, any person, authorzed by a jus, 
tice's warrant, may in theday- time search the houses, 
out- houses, and other placcay of any perſon hereby 
prohibited to have. or keep the same, who shall be 
suspected to have or Keep in his. custody or posses- 
sion any net, angle, leap, piche, or other engine afore- 
said, and seize and keep the same to his own use, o: 
cut and destroy the same, as things by this act prohi- 
bited to be kept by persons of their degree. 4 and £ 
W. c. 23, 8. 5, 6 


6. If any person shall enter into any park dr pad- 
dock, fenced in and inclosed, or into any garden, 
orchard, or yard, adjoining or belonging to any 
awelling-house in or through. which paxk or paddock, 
garden, orehard, or. yard, any stream of water or 
11iver shall run or be, or.wherein. shall be any river, 
stream, pool, pond, moat; 5tew.,.or other water, and 
by:any ways, means, or device whatseever, shall steal, 
take, Ul. or destroy, any fish bred, kept, or preserved 
therein, without the consent of the owner thereof; or 
shall be aiding or assisting therein; or shall receive 
or buy any such fish, knowing the same to be so stolen 
or taken as afcresaid; and shall be convicted there nt 

| al 


* 


or any other justice of the county or place, he shall 


shall fish, take, or Kill, and carry away, any fish in 
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at the assizes, within six calender months after the 
offence connnitted; he- shall be trasported for seven 
rs. And any offender, surrendering himself to a 
justice, or being apprehended, or in custody for such 
offence, or on any other aceount, who shall make 
confession thereof, and a true discovery, on oath; 
of his accomplice or accomplices, so as such accom- 
plice may be- apprehended, and shall on trial give 
evidence so as to convict such accomplice, shall be 
discharged of the. offence so by him confessed. 
5G. 3. c. 14. 8. I, 2. T 
And if any-person sbalh take, KIll, or destroy, or 
attempt to take, kill, or destroy, any ſish in any river 
on stream, pond, pool, or other water, (not being in 
any park or paddock, or in any garden, orchard or- 
yard, adjoining. er belonging to any dwelling-house, 
but in any other anclosed ground, being private pro- 
perty) he shall, on conviction before one justice, on 
the oath. of one-witness, ſorfeit gl. to the owner or 
owners of the fishery, of such river or sti eam of wa- 
ter, or of such pond, pool, moat, or other- water: 
and such justice, on complaint upon oath, may issue 
his Warrunt to bring the person complained of before 
him ; and if he shall be convicted before such justice, 


immediately after conviction pay the said penalty of 
5l. to such justice, for the use of such person as the 
same is hereby appointed to be paid unto; and in 
default thereof, shall be committed by such justice 
to tlie house of correction, for any time not excced- 
ing six months, unless the forfeiture shall be sooner 
paid: or such owner of the fishery may bring an 
action for the penalty (within six calendar months 
after the offence) in any of the couits of record at 
Westminster. S. 3, 4. 

Provided, that nothing. in this act sball extend to 
subject any persons to the penalties thereof, who 


Any 
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tak 


any river, or stream of water, pond, pool, or other 
water, wherein such person shall have a jyst right or 
claim to take, kill, or carry away such fish. S. 5. 


| K. By che Black Act, if any person, being armed 
and disguised, shall unlawfully steal or take away 


any fish out of any river or pond; or (whether arm- 


ed or disguised or not) W and malicious! 
break down the head or mound* of any fish ond, 
whereby the fish shalb be lest or destroyed, or shall 


rescue any person in custody for such offence, or 


procure any other to join with him therein, he shall 


be guilty of felony, . without benefit of clergy. 


2dly. Nuts concerning the Assixe, and preserving 
3 the Breed of Fish. 
1. If 2 person shall lay or draw any net; engine, 


or other device, or cause any thing to be done in 


the Severn, Dee, Hye; Teame, FFere, Fees, Ribble; 
Mersey, Dun, Air, Ouze, Swatles Calder, Wharf, 
Eure, Darwent; or Trent, 3 the spa wn or fry 
of salmon, or any kepper or- shedder salmon, or any 


salmon not 18 inches from the eye to the extent of 
the middle of the tail, shall be taken and killed; or 
shall set any bank, dim, hedge, stank, or net cross 
che same, whereby the salmon may be taken, or hin- 
dered from passing up to spawn, or shall between July 
31, and November 12, (except inthe- Ribble, w 


ere 

ey may be taken between Jan. 1, and Sept. 15.) 
take any salmen of any kind in any of the said ri- 
vers, or shall, after: Nov. 12, yearly, fish there for 
salmon, with any net less than 24 inches in the mesh; 


he shall, on convictien, irr one month, before one jus- 


tice, on view, confession, or oath of one witness, 
forſeit 5l. and the fish, nets, and engines; half the 


said sum to che informer, and half to the poor, by 


_ distress; for. want af distreess, to be committed to the 


house 


house 
month 
and to 
justice 
or dest 
dams, 
charge 
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use of correction or goal, not more than three 
months, nor less than one, to be kept to hard labour, 
and to suffer such other corporal punishment as the. 
justice shall think fit: the nets and. engines to be cut 
or destroyed, in presence of the justice; the banks, 
dams, hedges, and stanks, to be demolished at the 
charge of the offender, to be levied in like manner. 
16. st. 2. c. 18. 8. 14. | | 3 

Note. It is not said who shall have the fist; 30 
that it seemeth they are forfeited to the king. | 

And no salmon out of the-said rivers shall be sent 
to London, under six pounds weight, on pain that the 
sender, buyer, or seller, on the like conviction, shall 
forfeit 51. and the fish; half to the informer, and 
half to the poor, by distress; for want of sufficient 
distress, to be committed to the house of corection, 
or goal; to be kept to hard labour for three months, 
if not paid in the mean time. Id. S. 15. 

And persons aggrieved may appeal to the next 

ions. Id. S. 17. 


2. No salmon shall be taken in the Humber, Ouzt, - 
Trent, Done, Aire, Durtuent, N are, Nid, Yore,' 
Swale, Tees, Tine, Eden, or any other water where 
in salmon are taken, between Sept. 8 and Nov. 11. 
Nor shall any young salmon be taken at mill-pools, 
(gor in other places, 13 R. 2. st. 1. c. 10.) from 
Mid- April to Midsummer, on pain of having the nets + 
and engines burnt for the fixst offence; for the second, 
imprisonment for a quarter of a year; for the third, 
a Whole year; and, as the trespass increaseth, so 
shall the punishment. And overseers shall be assign- 
ed do enquire thereof. . 13 Ed. I. st. 1. c. 47, That - 
is; under the great.seal, and by authority. of Parlia- 
ment. 2 Inst. 477. 7. Kr 
And no person shall put in the waters of Thamise,-. 
Humber, Ouze, Trent, nor any other waters, in any 
wne of the year, any nets called stalkers, nor other 
N | eto 
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they shall . w. in sessions, as well by their office; 


2. C. 9. 0 


estate, degree, and condition soever he be, shall take 


nor any salmon, not being in length 16 inches fish 
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nets or engines whatsoever, by which” the fry or 
breed of salmons, lampreys, or any other fish, may in 
any wise be taken and destroyed, on the like pain. 
13 R. 2. st. 1. c. 19. | 2 
And the waters: of Lon, Fre, Myriee, Rybby!, 
and all other waters in Lancashire shall be put in 
defence as to taking of salmon, from Michaelmas to 
Candlemas, and in no other time of the year. And 
conservators shall be appointed in like manner, 13 
R. 2. st. 1. c. 19 | 
And the justices of the peace, (and the mayor of 
Lenden on the Thames and Medway) shall survey 
the offences in both the acts above-mentioned ; and 
Shall survey and search all the wears, in such rivers; 
that they shall not be very strait for the destruction 
of such fry and brood, but of reasonable wideness, 
after the old assize used or accustomed?; and the 
shall appoint under conservators, who shall be sworn 
to make like survey, Search; and punisliment. And 


as at the information of the under conservators, of 
all defaults aforesaid; and shall cause them, which 
shall be thereof indicted; to come before them; and 
if they be thereof convicted, they shall have impri- 
sonment, and make fine at the discretion of the jus: 
tices: and if the same be at the information of an un- 


der conservator, he skall have half che fine. 17 R 


3. By che 7. Eliz: c. 17. No person, of what 


and kill any young brood, spawn, or fry of fish; nor 
shall take nd kill any salmon or trouts; not being in 
season, er kepper and shedder; nor any pike or 
pikerel, not being in length 10 inches fish or more; 


nor any trout, not being in length 8 inches fish; nor 
any barbel, not being in length 12 inches: and ne 
Ix | | perso 


"a - 
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person shall fish, or take fish by any device, but only 
with a net or trammel, whereof the mesh shall be 
two inches and a half broad, (angling excepted, ant 
except smelts, loches, minnows, bull-heads, gudgeons, 
and cels,) on pain of forteiting 208. for. every alice: 
and also the fish, nets, and engines. | 
Note. In some. editions of the Statutes. it is £.20. 
in others 208. in the records it. is not distinguishable 
whether · ĩt is pounds or shillings. The latter seems 
more adequate to the offence. 


r of And the conservators of rivers may enquire hereof 
vey 2 a jury; and in such case they shall have the 

a 4 Ares. | 

* The leet also may enquire hereof; and then the 

ion WM forfeiture shall go to the lord of thefleet. And if the 


ess, -8:eward do not charge the jury therewith, he shall 
hey forfeit 408. half to the king, and half to him that 
ora shall sue. And if the jury conceal the offence, he 
And - impannel another jury, to enquire-of:- such con- 
ace; cealment ; and if it is found, the former jury shall 
, of M forfeit every one 20s. to the lord of the leet, 


lich And if the offence is not presented in the leet 
and within a year, then it may be heard or determined 
pri- at the sessions or assizes, (saving the right conser- 
jus: i vators.) 

un- And by the 33 G. 2, 3, 27. No person shall 
R take, or knowingly have in his possession, either in 


the water or on shore, or tell or expose to sale, any 
spawn, fry, or brood of fish, or any unsizeable fish, 


vha or fish out of season, or any smelt not five er 
take .and any person may-seize the same, W with 
nor baskets and package, and charge a constable, or other 


g in peace officer, with the offender, and with the goods, 


e or M Who shall carry them before a justice; and on con- 


ore; viction before such justice, the same shall bs forfeited 
ish; and delivered to the prosecutor; and the offender 
nor shall besides forfeit 20s. to be levied by distress, by 


d no warrant of such justice, and distributed half to the | 


180 prosecutor, and half to the poor of the parish * 


—_— — - 
a 


— 
= 


| 
| 
| 


* * | o 
* * Y 
- KS i 
1 
: 
* i 
5 | 
| \ f 
L : 
=. 
" 


432 A "CONCISE "TREATISE ON 


1 the 6Ffence was committed, (and any inhabitant of 
| such parish, nevertheless, may be a witness) ; for 
Want of. suficient distress, 'to be committed to the 
house of correction; to be kept to hard labour for 
any time not exceeding three months, unless the for- 
feiture be sooner paid. Provided, that the justice 
- may mitigate the said penalty, so as not to remit 
above one half. Persons aggrieved may appeal to 
the next sessions. And the i of the conviction 
may be this: 


Be it remembered, that on this day of 


in the year of the reign of B. 

| is convicted before me one of his 
majesty's justices of the peace, for the of 

for and I do adjudge him 


to pay and forfeit the sum of Given under 
- my hand and seal the day and year abovesaid. S. 13, 


15, 16, 17, 18, 19. 


4. Noi person shall fasten - any nets over rivers, to 
stand continually day and night, on pain of an hun- 
* Hillings to che- King. 2 H. 6 „. 15. 


* * 
| RE — — — — — — 
0 


| CHAP. VII. 
1 Prognostics of the Weather, independent of ihe 
| Ba arometer, 

ties. 


S it is highly necessary that an angler chould be 

able to form a judgment N the change of wea- 

n on - which his sport entirely depends; if he ob- 

serves the ain sigus, it will soon become fami- 
| lar. to him. 


Vg n 


extracted * tie best Autſiori- 


the 
State. 
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Signs from Vapours, 


If a white mist in an evening or night is spread 
over a meadow, wherein there is a river, it will be 
drawn up by the next morning's sun, and the day 


will be bright afterwards. 


Where there are high hills, and the mist which 
hangs over the lower lands draws towards the hills 
in a morning, and rolls up their sides till it covers the 
top, there will be no rain. 

In some places, if the mist hangs upon the hills, 
and drags along the woods, eg of overspreading 
the hid grounds, in a morning, it will turn to rain; 
therefore, to judge rightly of the appearances of a 
fog, it is in some degree necessary to be acquainted 
with the nature of the country. | 


Signs from the Clouds, 


It is a very considerable symptom of fair weather 
when the clouds decay, and dissolve themselves into 
air; but it is otherwise when they are collected out 

In nubem cogitur der. V1RGIL, 
en heavy rain, every cloud rises bigger than 
ormer, and all. the clouds are in a growing 


This is most remarkable on the approach of a 
thunder storm, after the vapours have been copiously 
elevated, suspended in the sky by the heat, and are 
highly pes) with electrical fire, small fragments of 
flying clouds increase and assemble together, till in a 
short space of time they cover the sky. 1 * 

When the clouds are formed like fleeces, deep and 
dense toward the middle, and very white at the edges, 
wich the sky very bright * blue about them, they 

are 
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are of a frosty coldness, and will-s0on fall either in 
hail, snow, or in hasty showers of rain. 

If clouds are seen to breed high in the air, in thi 
white trains, ike locks of wool, or the tails of horse: 

| they shew that the vapour, as it is collected, is irre. 
gularly spread and scattered by contrary winds above; 
the consequence of which will soon be a wind beloy, 
and probably a rain with it. . 
If the clouds, as they come forward, seem to di- 
verge from a point in the horizon, a wind may be 
expected from that quarter, or the opposite. 

When a general cloudiness covers the sky above, 

and there are small black fragments of clouds, like 
smoke, flying underneath, which some call messen- 
HTS, and others Noah's Ark, because they sail over 

the other clouds, like the ark upon the waters, rain 
is not far of, and it probably will be lasting. 

There is no surer sign of rain than two different 
currents, of clouds, especially if che undermost flies 
fast before the wind; and if two such currents ap- 
pear in the hot weather of the summer, they shew 

that a thunder storm is gathering: but the prepara- 
- ian which precedes a storm of thunder, is so gene- 
rally understood, that. it is. needless to insist upon it Me ran 
minutely. ead bj 

he we 


Signs from the Deu. 


If the dew lies plentifully upon the grass, after a 
fair day, another fair day may be expected to succeed 
it; but if after such a / there is no dew upon the 
ground, and no wind stirring, it is a sign that the 
vapours go upwards, and, that there will be an accu- 
mulation above, which must terminate in rain. 


Signs from the Face of the Shy. 


If chose vapours, which the heat of the day raises 
' fromthe carth, are precipitated by the cold air of oe 
7 , 4 * 4 5 ö nig! t 
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wht, then the sky is clear in the morning; but if 1 
his does not happen, and they remain still in the air, 


irre- e light of the morning will be coloured, as it was in 
bore; the evening, and rain will be the consequence. ö 
elow, There is commonly either a strong dew, or a mist 


yer the ground, between a red evening and a grey 
jorning ; but if a red morning succeeds, there is no 
ew. ; : b 
It is a bad symptom when a lowring redness is 
pread too far upwards from the horizon, either in the N 
porning or in the evening, it is sueceeded either by 9 
in or wind, and frequently both. 
When such a fiery redness, together with a rag- 
edness of the clouds, extends towards the zenith in 

n evening, the wind will be high from the west or 


erent Neuth-west, attended with rain, sometimes with a 
flies Wood : before the late dreadful hurricane of 1780, at 
s ap- Warbadoes, and the other West-India Islands, a red- 
hew ess, like fire--was observed all over the sky. When 


he sky, in a rainy season, is tinged with a sea-green' 
our, near the horizon, when it ought to be blue, 
be rain will continue und increase; if it is of a deep 
ad blue, it is abundantly loaded with vapours, and 

be weather will be showery. 


Signs from the Sun, Moon, and Stars. 


When there is a haziness aloft in the air, so that 
sun's light fades by degrees, and his orb looks 
mtish and ill-defined, it is one of the most certain 
ons of rain. | | 
If the moon and stars grow dim in the night, with 
e like haziness in the air, and a ring or halo ap- 
ars round the moon, rain will be the consequence, 
If the rays of the sun, breaking through the clouds, 
e visible in the air, and appear like those horns of - 
+ N 2 irradiation, 
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irradiation, which - painters usually place up. 
head of Moses, the air is sensibly filled with vapou 
which reflect the rays to the sight, and these vapoi 
wal soon produce rain. 

If the sun appears white at his setting, or shorn | 
his rays, or goes down into a bank of clouds, whic. 


lie in the horizon; all these are signs of approactnn,; WI 
or continuing bad weather. reral 
It the moon looks pale and dim, we are to expect follow 
rain; if red, it is a sign of wind; and if white, and Son 
of her natural colour, and the sky clear, it will be about, 
fair weather, according to a poetical adage. towar 
| Pallida Luna pluit, rubicunda flat, alba Serenat. wy R 
If the moon is rainy throughout her course, it wil! wind. 
clear up at the ensuing change, and the rain will pro- 
bably commence again in a few days after, and con- 
tinue; if, on the contrary, the moon has been fair W 
throughout, and it rains at the change, the fair wea- days, 
ther will probably be restored about the fourth or fifth vi 
day of the moon, and continue as before. rom 
Sin ortu quarto (namque is certissimus auctor) Sig 
ura, neque obtusis per cœlum cormbus abit, 
Totus et ille dies, et qui nascentur ab illo 80 
Exactum ad mensem, pluvia ventisque carebunt. we th 
Virg. Georg. 1. 432. they « 
8 . | ' | th 
But four night's old, (for that's the surest sign,) . 
With sharpen'd horns, if glorious then she shine, droug 
Next day, not only that, but all the moon, zumir 
Till her revolving race be wholly run, us; tl 
Are void of tempests. DRYDEN. * | 
| n 
N. B. A gentleman, who cuts hay for his own goes 
consumption, will seldom fail to find his account in zerve 
marking this observation; but a. farmer, who has ing te 
much busines to do, cannot contract his work into so ther, 


bh small 
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mall a compass as to save himself by the benefit of 
this observation, because some of his work must be 
done to make way for the rest. 


Signs from the Winds. 


When the wind veers about, uncertainly, to se- 
reral points of the compass, rain is pretty sure to 
follow. ; 9 8 | 

Some have remarked, that if the wind, as it veers 
about, follows the course of the sun, from the east 
towards the west, it brings fair weather; if the con- 
vary, foul ; but there is no prognostic of rain more 
infallible, than a whistling or howling noise of the 
wind. : 


F. rom Nodturnal Meteors. 


When an aurora borealis appears, after some warm 
days, it is generally succeeded hy a coldness of the 
air: as if the matter of heat was carried upwards 
from the earth to the sky. | 


Signs of the Change af Feather from the. Animal 


; Creation, 


So long as the swallows fly aloft after their prey, 
wethink ourselves sure of a serene sky; but when 
they skim along near the ground, or the surface of 
the water, we judge the rain is not far of, and the- 
observation will seldom fail. In the year 1775, 2 
drought of three months continuance broke up at the 
zummer solstice: the day before the rain came upon 
us, the swallows flew very near the ground, Which 
they had never done in the fine weather. | 

n the mountainous country of Derbyshire, which 
goes by the name of the Peak, the inhabitants ob- 
zerve, that if the sheep wind up the hills in the morn- 


ing to their pasture, and feed near the tops, the weg- 


ther, though cloudy and drizzling, which is very fre- 
a « | | N 3 3 4 quently- / 
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uently the case in those parts, will clear away by 
| wwe f and terminate in a fine day; but if they feed 
in the bottoms, the rains will continue and increase. 

Dogs grow sleepy and stupid before rain, and shew 
that their stomachs are out of order by refusing their 
food and eating grass, that sort which is hence called 
dog's grass; this they cast up again soon afterwards, 
and with it the foulness that offended their stomachs. 
Water fowl dive and wash themselves more than 
ordinary; and even the fish in rivers are affected, 
because all anglers agree, that they never bite freely 
when rain is . Vide part ist. Rule 16th. 
Flies, on the contrary, are particularly troublesome, 
and seem to be more hungiy than usual; and toads 
are seen in the evening, crawling across the road or 
beaten path, where they seldom appear but when they 
are restless with an approaching change. 

Before any considerable quantity of rain is to fall, 
most living creatures are affected in such sort, as to 
render them some way sensible of its approach, and 
of the access of something new to the surface of the 
earch, and of the — Moles work harder 
than ordinary, they throw up more earth, and some- 
times come forth: the worms do so too; ants are 
observed to stir about, and hustle more than usually 
for some time; and then retire to their burrows be- 
fore the rain falls. All sorts of insects and flies are 
more stirring and busy than ordinary. Bees are ever 
on this occasion in fullest employ; but betake them- 
selves all to.. their hives, if not too far for them to 
reach, before he storm arises. The common flesh- 
flies are more bold and greedy: kay frogs, and 


toads, appear disturbed and uneasy. Eis es are sullen 


and made qualmish by the water, now more turbid 
than before. Birds of all sorts are in action: crows 
are more earnest after their prey, as are also swal- 
lows and other small birds, and therefore they fall low-. 
er and fall nearer to the earth in search of . 25 
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her such things as they feed upon. When the 
ountains of the north begin to be capped with fogs, 
e moor- cocks and--other birds quit them, fly off in 
xcks, and þetake themselves to the lower lands for 
e time. Swine discover great uneasiness; as do 
ewise sheep, cows and oxen; appearing more so- 
tous and eager in pastuse than usual. Even man- 
nd themselves are not exempt from some sense of a 


ange in their bodies. 


Prognostics continued. 


19. A dark, thick y, lasting for some time, without 
ther Sun or rain, always become first fair then faul, 
e. changes to a fair clear sky, before it turns to 
in. This the Rev. Mr. Clarke, who kept a register 
the weather for 30 years, since put into Mr. == 
im's hands by his grandson-the learned Dr. Sa- 
vel Clarke :- this, he says, he scarce ever knew to 
|: at least, when the wind was in any of the east- 
ly. points, But Mr. Derham has observed the rule 


hold good, be the wind where it will. And the 


use is obvious. The atmosphere is replete with 
pours, which, though sufficient to reflect and jn- 
cept the sun's rays from us, yet want density to 
cend ; and while the vapours continue in the same 
ie, the weather will do so too. 

Accordingly such weather is generally attended by 
oderate warmth, and with little or no wind to dis- 
b the vapours, and an heavy atmosphere to sustain 


hen the cold approaches, and by condensing, drives 
 vapours into clouds or drops, then way is made 
[the sun-beams; till the same vapours being by 


ther condensation formed into rain, fall down 


drops. | | 
20. A change in the warmth of the weather, is ge- 
ally followed by a change in the wind. Thus, the 

| | northerly 
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m; the barometer being uncommonly high. But 
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northerly and southerly winds, commonly esteemed 
the causes. of cold and warm weather, are really the 
effects of the cold or warmth of the atmosphere: of 
which Mr. Derham assures us he has had so many 
confirmatians, that he makes no doubt of it. Thus 
it is common to. see a warm southerly wind suddenly 

changed to the north, by a fall of snow or hail: or © 
to. see the wind, in a cold frosty morning, north, 
when the sun has well warmed the earth and air, 
wheel towards the south, and again turn northerly 
or easterly in a cold eyening. . 


3?. Most vegetables expand their flowers and down. 
in sun-shiny weather, towards the evening ; and 
against rain, close them again ; especially at the be- 
ginning of their flowering, when their seeds are 
tender and sensible. This is visible enough in the 
down of dandelion, and other downs ; and eminently 
in the flowers of pimpernel; the opening and shut- 
ting of which, Gerard observes, are the countryman's 
weather-wiser, whereby he tells the weather of the 
following day. The rule is, if the flowers are close 
shut up, it betokens rain and foul- weather; if they 
are spread abroad, fair weathef, Ger. Herb. Lib. 2. 
Etct et alia (arbor in Tylis) similis, foliosior tamen, 
roseique floris-; quem noctu comprimens aperire incipit 


Solis exortu, meridie expandit. Incolæ dormire eum fav 
dicunt. Plin. Nat. His. Lib. 12. cap. 2. on 
The stalk of trefoil, my Lord Bacon obgerves, --... be 
swells against rain, and grows more upright ; and 
the like may be obsexyed, though not: so sensibly, in * 
the stalks of most other plants. He adds, that in the Sk) 


© stubble-fields there is found a small red flower, called, 
by the country people, wincopipe;. Which opening in 
a morning, is a sure indication of a fine day. _ 
That vegetables should be affected by the same 
causes that affect the weather, is very conceivable; if . 
© . we consider them as so many hygrometers and ther- 
mometers consisting of an infinite number of trachæ, 
0 
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or air vessels, by which they have an immediate 
communication with the air, and partake of its mois-- 
ture and heat, &c. These trachæ are very visible in 
the leaf of the scabiose, vine, &c. 

Hence it is, that all wood, even the hardest and 
most solid, swells in moist weather; the vapours easily 
insinuating themselves into the pores thereof; especi- 
ally of that which is lightest and driest. And hence 
we derive a very extraordinary use of wood, viz. for 
breaking rocks and mill- stones. The method at the 
quarries is this: Having cut a rock into a cylinder, 
they divide that into several lesser cylinders, by mak- 
ing holes at te proper distances round the great one: 
these holes they fill with so many pieces of sallow 
wood, dried in an oven, which, in moist wea- 
ther, becoming impregnated with the humid corpuscles 
of the air swell, and, like wedges, break or cleave the 
rocks into several stones. 

The speedy drying of the surface of the earth is 
a sign of a northerly wind and fair weather; and its 
becoming moist, of southerly wind and ram. Hence 
the farmer may be instructed, never to trust a sun- 
shiny day, while the surface of the earth continues 
wet; and to rely on a change to dry weather, as 
soon as he observes the moisture dried up, even 
though the appearance of the clouds should not be 
favourable; for the air sucks up all the moisture 
on the surface of the earth, even though the sky 
be overcast, and that is a sure sign of fair weather; 
but if the earth continue moist, and water stands in 
shallow places, no trust should be put in the clearest 
sky, for in this case it is deceitful. 


ADñ¹DENDA. 
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ADDENDA... 
More Signs from Animals... 


fa gurerks- fas bite more than common, 5þiders - 
craw 


abroad, bees stir not far from their hives. On 
the contrary, spider*s webs in the air, or on the grass, 
or trees, foretel very = and hot weather ; so do bees, 
"when they fly far from their hives, and come late 


home; and likewise a more than usual appearance 
of glow-worms by night. If guats play up and down 


in the open air, near sun-set, they presage feat; 
if in the shade warm and mild S s; but if they 
join in stinging those that pass by chem, cold weather 
and much rain may be expected. Larks rising very 


high, and continuing to sing- for a long time, and 
kites flying aloft, are $Igns of fair and dry weather. 


In mem frequently, aches, wounds, and corns, are 


more troublesome, either towards rain, or towards 


Frost. 
mals, is thus rendered by Mr. DRYDEN. 


Met weather seldom hurts the most unwise; 

So plain the signs, such prophets are the skies: 

The wary crane foresees it first, and sails 

Above the storm, and leaves the hollow vales: 
The cow looks up, and from afar can find | 

The change of heav*n; and snuffs it in the wind. 

The 5wallow skims the river's watry face, 


The frogs renew the croaks of their loquacious race. 
The careful ant her secret cell forsakes, . 


And draws her eggs along the narrow tracks. 
Huge flocks of rising rooks forsake their food, 
And, crying; seek the shelter of the wood. 


l | Besides, the sey'ral sorts of wat'ry fowls, - 


That swim the seas, or haunt the standing pools, - 


Then 


Virgil's beautiful description of this sense in ani- 
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Then lave their backs with sprinkling dews in vain, 


And stem the stream to meet the promis'd rain. 
Then, after showers, tis easy to descry, 
Returning suns, and a serener Sky. 

8 * * = 

Their litter is not toss'd by Jowts unclean, 

* * - * x 

And owls, that mark the setting sun, declare 

A star-light evening, and a morning air. 

= *” s 1 2 9 7 

Then thrice the ravens rend the liquid air, 
And croaking notes proclaim the settled fair. 
Then round their airy palaces they fly 

To greet the sun; and seiz'd with secret 
When storms are overblown, with food repair 
To their forsaken nests and callow care. 


The crow has been particularly remarked by the 
ancients to r 4d when-she caws, and walks 
alone on the sea-shore, or on the banks of rivers and 


pools. Thus Virgil in the first Georgic. 


Tum cornix rauci pluviam vocat improba voce, 
Et sola in sicca secum spatiatur arena. 


The crow with clamorous cries the shower demands, 
And single stalks along the desert sands. 


DRYDEN 


Pliny makes -the same observation in the 35th 
chap. of his 18th book: Et cum terrestes volucres 
contra aquas clangores fundentes sese, sed maxime 
cornix ; It is a sign of rain, when'land- fowl, and 


especially crows, are clamorous near waters, and 


and wash themselves.“ 


Horace also expresses himself to the same purpose, 
in the 17th Ode of the third book, where he says, 


* — — 
— — — — — — 
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Aquæ nisi fallit augur, 
Annosa cornix. 


unless in vain 
Croaks the old crow presaging rain.“ 


Likewise in the 25th Ode of the same book, lie 
calls the crow, divinam imbrium imminentium ; pre. 
Þhetic of impending 5howers. 


More Prognostics of the Feather, taken from the 
Sun, Moon, and Stars. 


It. Ricks. —If the sun rises red and fiery,-wind and 
rain. 
2d.—If cloudy, and the clouds soon decrease, 

certain fair weather, 

These rules may be extended to all the heavenly 
bodies; for as their rays pass through the atmos- 
phere, the vapours in the air have the same effect on 

each. 

When the farmer therefore sees the sun or moon 
rise or set red and fiery, or sees the clouds and hori- 
zon of that colour, he may expect wind and rain, 

-owing to the unequal distribution of the vapours, or 


- to their being already collected into watery globutes 


by some preceding cause. | 
But if, according to the gecond rule, the sun rises 
cloudy, and the clouds soon. decrease, the vapours 
are more equally distributed in the atmosphere: which 
equal distribution is also promoted by the warmth of 
the rising sun. Hence we may account for an ob- 


servation adopted into all languages, 


The evening red, the morning gre 
Are Sure sigus of a fair day. W's 


For if the abundance of vapours denoted by the red 
evening sky fall down in dew, or is otherwise 80 


red 
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equally dispersed in the air, that the morning shall 
appear grey, we may promise ourselves a fair day, 
from that equal state of the atmosphere. 

If in the morning, some parts of the sky appear 
green between the clouds, while the-sky.48 blue above, 
stormy weather is at hand. . 

The great Lord Bacon gives us the following rules 
to judge of the ensuing weather, from the first ap- 
pearance of the moon; and it is said that these rules 
of his have never been known to fail. 

If the new-moon does not appear till the fourth 
day, it prognosticates a troubled air for the whole 


month. 


If the moon, either at her first appearance, or with- 
in a few days after, has her lo¼er horn obscured, or 
dusky, or any ways sullied, it denotes foul weather 


before the full; but if she be discoloured in the Mid- 


dle, storms are to be expected about the full, or 


about the wane if her upper horn is affected in like 


manner. | 

When the moon, on her fourth day, appears fine, 
and spotless, her horns unblunted, and neither flat nor 
quite erect, but betwixt both, it promises fair weather 
for the greatest part of the month. „ 4490 

An erect moon is generally threatening: and unfavour- 
able, but particularly denotes wind ; though if she 
appear with short and blunted horns, rain is rather 
expected. 5 we BY 

Most of the foregoing rules are taken from the fol- 
Jowing beautiful passage of VIROIE. Gaul 


Observe the daily circle of the urn, 
And the short year of each revolving moon 
BY them thou shalt foresee the following day; 
or shall a starry night thy hopes betray. 
When first the moon appears, it then she shrouds 
Her silver crescent, tipt with sable clouds; 
Conclude she bodes a tempest on the main, 
And brews for fields impetuous floods of rain. 


On 
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Or if her face with fiery flushings glow, 
Expect the rattling auinds aloft to blow. 
But four night's old (for that's the surest sign,) 
Wich sharpen'd horns, if glorious then she shine, 
Next day, not only that but all the moon, 
Till her revolving race he wholly run, 


Are void of tempests both by sea and land. 

5 "As Eo IE wr 
Above the rest, the un, who never lies; 
Foretels the change of weather in the skies; 
For if he rise unwilling to his race, 

Clouds on his brow, and spots upon his face; 
Or if through mists he shoots his sullen beams, 
Frugal of light, in loose and straggling streams; 
Suspect a drizzling day with southern rain. 

. . * * 


—. 


Or if Aurora, with half-open'd eyes, 
And a pale sickly cheek salute the skies; 
How shall the vine, her tender leaves defend 
Her teeming clusters when the gtorms descend ? 
AM. 8 * * * x * 


But more than all the setting gun survey, 


For oft? we find him finishing his race, 
With various colours erring on his face; 
If fie: y red his glowing globe descends, 
High winds and furious tempests he portends; 
But if his cheeks are swoln with livid b/ue, 
He bodes wet weather by his wat'ry hue : 
If dusky spots are varied on his brow, _ 
And streak'd with red, a troubled colour shew, 
That sullen mixture shall at once declare | 
Winds, rain, and storms, and elemental war, 
* * « * « „ 
But if with furp ee rays he brings the light, 
And a pure Leav'n resigns to quiet night; 
No rising wirds, or falling storms are nigh. 


When down the steep of heav'n he drives the day : 


More 


rr 
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More Prognostics, taken from the Clouds. 


30 Rule. Clouds large, like rocks, great shoes. 

4th Rule. If small clouds increase, much rain. 

5th Rule. If large clouds decrease, fair weather. 

6th Rule. In summer or harvest, when the wind 
has been south two or three days, and it grows very 

hot, and you see clouds rise with great white tops, 

like towers, as if one were on the top of another, 
and joined together with black on the nether side, 
there will be thunder and rain suddenly. 

7th Rule: If two such clouds rise, one on either 
hand, its time to make haste to Shelter. 


* 


Mr. Worlidge gives us che following rules. 


In a fair day, if the sky seems to be dappled with 
white clouds (which is usually termed a -mackarel - 
sky) it generally predicts rain.“ 
This is confirmed by a very ingenious gentleman, 
- who has constantly observed, that in dry weather, 
0 soon as clouds appear at a great height, striped like 
the feathers in the breast of a hawk, rain may be ex» 
pefted in a day or o.. | | : 
In a clear-evening, certain small black clouds 
appearing, - are udoubted signs of rain to follow : or, 
if black or blue clouds appear near the sun, at any 
time of the day, or near the moon by night, rain 
usually follows.“ a "$368 ; 
II small 'waterish clouds appear on the tops of 
hills, ain follows.“ | 
f clouds grow, or appear suddenly, the air otber- 
wise free from clouds, it denotes tempests at hand, 
especially if they appear to the south or west.“ | 
If many clouds, like fleeces of wool, are scattered 
from the east, they fortel rain within three days. 
When clouds settle upon the tops of mountains, 
they indicate hard weather. - e 
55 92 When 


— — — 2 — x —— . — "IE 
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When the tops of mountains are clear, it is a sign 
of fair weather: - | oy i 


More Prognostics'taken from Mist. 


dt Rule. If mists rise in low- grounds, and soon 
vanish, fair weather. ä 

9, Rule. If it rises up to the hill tops, rain in a day 
or two. | | 

10 Rule. A general mist before the sun riscs, 
near che full moon, fair weather. 


More Prognostics taken from Rain. 


11% Rule, Sudden rains never last long but when 
the air grows thick by degrees, and the n, moon, 
and stars, shine dimmer and dimmer, it is likely to rain 
ix hours usually, 
12th Rule. If it begins to rain from the south, 
with a high wind, for two or three hours, and the 
Wind falls, but the rain continues, 7t is likely to rain 
twelve hours or more:; and-does uxually rain till a strong 
north wind clears the air: these long rains seldom old 
above twelve hours, or happen abeve once à year. 
In an inland country,” says Mr. Mills, „it may 
not rain for more than . bd hours successively; 
but I doubt this will not held as a general rule, ei- 
ther of its duration or frequency, in all places; for, 
near the sea, rains happen often, which last a whole 
da \ 
/ 3th Rule, If it begins to rain an hour or two be- 
fore sun rising, it is likely ts be fair before noon, and 
to continue 50 that day: but if the rain begins an hour 
or two after sun rising, it is likely to rain all that day, 


x 


except the rainbow be seen before it rams. 
Mr. Worlidge's signs of rain are the following : 
The audibility of sound are certain prognostics 


of the temper of the air in a still evening: for if the 
* Alr. 


da 
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air is replete with moisture over us, it depresses sounds, 
so that they become audible to a greater distance than 
when the air is free from such moisture and vapours. 
From whence you may conclude, that in such 
nights, or other times, when you hear the sound of 
bells, noise of water, beasts, bird, or any other 
sounds or noises, more plainly than at other times, 
the air is inclinable to rain, which generally suc- 
ceeds.”” * 

If the earth, or any moist or fenny places, yield 
any extraordinary scents, or smells, it presages rain. 

If dews lie long in the morning on the grass, 
&c. it signifies far weather: but if they rise or vanish - , 
suddenly and early in the morning, it presages rain. 

There ista small bird of the size, and nearly the 
Shape, of a marten, that at certain times flies very 
near the water, which is a most sure prognostic of 
tem pe stuous wenther; never appearing but against 
such weather as hath been constantly observed by 
the boatmen on the Severn, and the channel, between 
the Isle of Wight, and the main land.“ 

„Ducks and geese picking their wings, washing 
themselves much, or cackling much, denotes rain. 

* If after rain comes a cold wind, there will be 
more rain. | 
The nightly virgin, whilst her wheeFshe plies, - 
Forsees the storm impending in the skies, 
When sparkling lamps their sputt'ring light advance, 
And in their sockets oily bubbles dance.. 

| DRvpEx's VIRGIL. 


More Prognostics from the Wind. 
A Rule. When the wind turns to north-east, 


und it continues there two days without rain, and 


does not turn south the third day, nor rain the third 


day, it is likely to continue north-east for eight or nine 
days all fair, and then 7 come South again. 


3 1955 


: 


150 A CONCISE TREATISRE ON 


15th Rule, If it turn again out of the soutli to 
the north-east-with rain, and continues in the north- 
east two days without rain, and neither turns south 
nor rains the third day, it is likely to continue nor th-east 
two or three months. | | 
The wind will funsh these turns-in-three weeks. 

167% Rule. After a northerly wind, for the most 
part of two months or more, and then coming south, 
there are usually three or four fair days at first, and 
tien on the fourth- or. fifth day comes rain, or else the 
wind turns nortt:again and continues dry. 

17 Rule. If it returns to the south within a day 
or two, without rain, and turns northward with rain, 
and returns to the south in one or two days, as be- 
fore, two or three times together after this sort, /e. 
it is likely to be in the South or South-west ue or tlires 
months together, as it was in the north before. 

The winds will finish these turns in a fortnight. 

18 Rules. Fair weather for a week, with a south- 
exly wind; is likely to produce a great drought, if there 
has been much rain out of the south before. The wind 
usually turus from the north to south with a quiet 
wind without rain; but returns to the north with a 
strong wind and rain. The strongest winds are when 
it turns from south to north by west. ad 

10% Rule. If you see a cloud rise against the 
wind, or side wind, when that cloud comes up to 

ou, the wind well blow the ame way the cloud came. 
he same rule holds of a clear place, when all the 


| 1 thick, except one clear edge. 


Ren the north wind first clears the air, which is 
usually once a. week, be sure of a fair day or two. 
be following” are the observations of Lord 
Bacon . | 
When the wind changes conformable to the motion 
of the sun, that is, from east to south, from south to 


west, &c. it seldom goes back; or if it does, it is 


only for a short time: but if it moves in a contrary 


direction, 
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direction, viz. from east to north, from north to west, 
it generally returns to the former point, at least de 


fore it has gone quite through the circle. 
When winds continue to "7 for a few hours, as 
if it were to try in what point they should settle, and 


afterwards begin to blow constant, they continue for 
many days. 


It. the south wind begins for two or three days, 
the north wind will blow suddenly after it: but if”: 
the north wind blows for the same number of days, 
the south will. not rise till after the east ine blown 


some time. 


Whatever wind begins to blow in the morning. 


usually continues longer than that which rises in the 
evening. 

Mr. Worlidge observes, that „ if the wind be east 
or north-east in the fore part of the summer, the 
weather. is likely to. continue dry: and if westward 
toward the-end of the summer, then will it also con- 
aan? dry: if in great rains the winds rise or fall, it 

ifies the rain wall forthwith cease.“ 

* If the colours of the rainbow af more to red 


than any other colour, wind follows; - if green or 


blue are predominant, rain.“ 


The Signs of a Tempest© are these : 


For ere the rising winds begin to roar, 

The working sea advances to the shore: 

Soft whispers run along the leafy woods, 

And mountains whistle to the murm'ring floods; 

And chaff with eddying winds is toss'd around, 

And dancing leaves are lifted from the ground, 

And floating feathers on the water play. 
DRYDEN's Vigil. 
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| PID 4, gnosties continued. 

20th Rule, If the last eighteen days of February, 
and the first ten days of March,“ are for the mast 
part rainy; then the ring and gummer quarters will be 
30 foo: and I never knew. a great drought but it en- 

tered in at that season. 
215 Rule. If the latter end of Ofber and begin- 
ning of November are for the most part warm and 
ruiny, then January and February are likely to be Jrosty 
and cold, except after a very dry summer. 

22d Rule. If there is frost and snow in Oclober 


and November, then Iduuary and Frbrnury are likely to 


be open and mild. 


Mr. Claridge gives us the following, observations 


made by our forefathers. 
Jani ueer freeze the pot by the fire. 


H the grass grow in anideer, f 
Tt grows the worse for*t. all the year, 
The Welchman had rather see his dam on the bier, 
Than see a fair Februter. 
 Afarch wind and May sun, 
Makes clothes white 5 maids dun. 
When April blows his horn, 
'Tis good both for hay and corn. 
An * flood 
Carries away the frog and her brood. 
A cold May and windy 
Makes a full bars and a wee bf 
A May flood never did good. 
A swarm. of bees in ay. 
Is worth a load of hay. 
But a swarm in July 
Is not worth a fly. 


* Old Stile 


The following Rules are laid down by Lord 


Bacon 


If the wainscot or walls that used to sweat be drier 
than usual, in the beginning of winter, or the eves of 
houses drop more slowly than ordinary, it portends a 
hard and frosty winter; for it shews an inclination 


in the air to dry weather, which, in winter, is always 


joined with frost. 

Generally, a moist and cool summer portends a 
hard winter. b | a | 

A hot and dry summer and autumn, especially if 
the heat and drought extend far into September, por- 
tend an open beginning of winter, and cold to 


succeed towards the latter part, and beginning of 


Spring. i | 
A warm and open winter portends a hot and dry 
summer, for the vapours disperse into the winter 


Showers; whereas cold and frost keep them in, and 


convey them to the late spring and following sum- 
mer. 


Birds that change countries at certain seasons, if 


they come early, shew the temper of the weather; 
according to the country whence they came ; as, in 
the winter, woodcocks, anipes, fieldfares, &c. if t 

come early, shew a cold winter; and the cuckoos, if 


they come early, shew a hot summer to follow. 


A serene autumn denotes.a windy winter ;: a windy 


winter, a rainy spring; a rainy spring, a serene sum- 


mer; a serene summer, a windy autumn: so that 
the air, on a balance, is seldom debtor to itself; nor 


do the seasons succeed each other in the same tenor 
for two years together: 

Mr. Worlidge remarks, that if at the beginning of 
the winter the south-wind blow, and then the north, 
it is Likely to be a cold winter; but if the , 

St. 
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first U., and then the south, it will be a warm and 
mild winter. | | 

When there are but few: nuts, cold and wet har- 
yests generally follow ; but When there is a great 
. chew of them, hot, heavy, and dry harvests succeed. 

If the oak bears much mast,. 1t foreshews a long 
and hard winter; The same has been observed of 
hips and haws: 


If broom is full of flowers, it usually signifies 


plenty. 


Mark well the flow' ring almonds in the wood; 
If od'rous blooms the bearing branches load, 
The glebe will answer to the Sylvan reign,. 


Great heats will follow, and large crops of grain. 


But if a wood of leaves o'ershade the tree, 
Such and so barren will the harvest be. | 
In vain the hind shall vex the threshing floor, 
For empty chaff and straw will be thy store. 
Fe DzxyDEN's ViRGtL: 


Having now presented the reader with a magazine 


in respect to the art of angling ; if it meets with the 
approbation of experienced anglers, and tyros in the 


art reap instruction from it, 1 shall think myself am- 
ply repaid for the pains I have been at in composing 


it; and the more converts it makes to a sport, 80 


congenial to my own disposition, the greater will be 


my satisfaction. 


Terms used by Anglers explained. 


Bawk, a knot in a hair or link. 
Bed, hairs bed well when they twist kindly. 

_ Beading, the body of an artificial fly. 
Break, a knot in the joint of a rod. 
ine a 5a/mon, cut him up. 


Cock; 


T3: wo” 
Tak LASERS 


Oo 
= 
5 
_ 


E ART OF ANGLING. , 155 


- 


Cock, a float cocks when its swims perpendicular 
in the water. 

Drag, an instrument to disentangle the line. 

Fin a chub, cut him up. 

Frush a club, dress him. 

Gildard, the link of a line. 

Gobbet a trout, cut him up. 

* Grabble, fishing on the grabble is when the line is 
sunk with a running plummet fast to the bottom, so 
I the hook link plays in the water. 

Hang a fish, hook him. 

1 Laa a line kinks in trowling, when it is twisted 
between the top of the rod and the ring. 

Leash of fin, three. 

* Pouch, a pike pouches when he swallows the bait. 
Prime, fish are said to prime when they leap out 6 
the water. 
+ Shoal, any great number of fish together. 
Saſay a bream, cut him up. 
| Splate a pike, cut him up. 
Thrash, any thing which swims down'the water. 


3 Trouncheon an eel, cut him up. 

Ee Tusk a barbel, cut him up. 

6. Heer your line, let it off the reel after striking. 
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